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Jan Kirkcaldy  

Having worked for many years as a 

television journalist in a similar newsroom 

situation to the leading lady, Virginia 

Knightly, I could immediate relate to this 

story.  So the title “The Cutaway” needed no 

explanation.  Nor did most of the other 

people, presenters, cameramen, researchers 

and even the police.  You come across them 

all when ongoing stories are involved. The 

real story though was Virginia’s obsession 

with the disappearance of young lawyer 

Evelyn Carney and the ensuing 

investigations involving so many aspects of 

the American legal system.  It was this that 

made it a very enjoyable thriller.  So many 

twists and turns kept you alert to who 

you could believe and who you couldn’t. Nothing was predictable 

from start to finish.  I enjoyed it, maybe more than most, because so 

much rang true.  I’d recommend it even though it went beyond the realms of 

possibility but that could be the way American TV stations have of doing things 

so who am I to criticise. Just sorry I missed out! 

  

Jennifer Moville 

‘The Cutaway’ starts like no other book I have read. It starts at a fast pace and 

continues this way throughout as you follow the story of a woman named 

Evelyn Carney. She has disappeared and no one know to where or if she has 

gone alone or has some one taken her. 

You would normally at this point find a dashing young detective on the case but 

it is a TV producer who stumbles upon the missing person report and decides to 



 

get involved. This could be dangerous but the mystery of Evelyn takes hold. 

I loved this book although sometimes it had me gripped to the arm of 

the chair as I put myself into the role of the characters in the book - 

one I will definitely read again. 

 

Samantha Lewis  

This was a fantastic read - I thoroughly enjoyed the story and pace 

of the book. It is a crime novel that tells the story of a TV news reporter that 

hears about a woman that is missing under what seems to her, mysterious 

circumstances. She becomes involved in trying to solve the crime and through 

her reports finds a web of lies and corruption through the police and politics. I 

really liked that this was focused on the crime and story and without trying to 

ruin it for readers doesn't necessarily end the way you think it might do. 

Would definitely recommend and will be looking out for the authors 

next books!   

 

Angie Rhodes 

‘The Cutaway’ starts off with a missing woman and becomes 

something else. 

Evelyn Carney is young, pretty and married, has a good job and no reason to 

go mussing, but missing is what she is.  After speaking to her husband, Eve 

stands up and walks out of the Restaurant never to be seen again. 

This story is what brilliant TV producer Virginia Knightly has been looking for 

and she will get the answers. 

Answers which will land her in hot water, because there are powerful people, 

with secrets, that don’t want this story investigating and will stop at nothing to 

keep it out of the headlines. Evelyn, is putting herself in danger all for a missing 

woman and a good story but is it worth her sanity, safety and career? Only 

time will tell.  When the camera cuts away, the story sometimes becomes 

dangerous! 

 

Phylippa Smithson  

Good thriller, not the most compelling, but different approach as the 

investigator is a journalist not police detective.  



 

Evelyn Carney disappears after leaving her husband in the restaurant where 

they were having dinner.  In need of a headline story as she fights for her TV 

producer role when a new boss arrives, the disappearance captures Virginia 

Knightley imagination.  As a result she abandons her typical office based role to 

return to the streets to dig into the case despite vowing to never do so again 

after a very harrowing investigation in her past. 

There was a lot of positive to this thriller – good writing, captured the stresses 

of meeting daily news deadlines but I did not engage with the characters – a bit 

too superficial and two dimensional. 

Others may have a different experience and it is worthy of a read. 

 

Nicki Southwell  

Political shenanigans, intrigue and corruption are all encased in this novel.  A 

young lawyer disappears after a meal out with her husband.  A highly 

acclaimed media producer decides to investigate.  

High profile news producer, Virginia Knightley, interest is piqued by a report of 

lawyer Evelyn Carey leaving a restaurant after a disagreement with her 

husband, and never returning.  She feels there must be much more to it than just 

a tiff.  She disappears and Virginia is hot on her heals trying to find where she 

went and with whom. 

In her quest to find Evelyn she unearths corruption in the political arena of 

Washington DC.  She risks everything to get to the bottom of the story, mainly 

working on a hunch.  Is she the only one to feel that there is more to this than 

others? 

On tracking down Peter, Evelyn’s husband, he bitterly tells her that there must 

be a man but is unaware as to who it is. 

Virginia becomes obsessed with finding the truth and it appears that it is at any 

cost. 

This action packed thriller will keep you riveted until the end. 

I chose to read this book and all opinions in this review are all my own and 

completely unbiased.  My thanks to Lovereading for this opportunity. 

 

Janet Gilliard  

This is a very assured first novel. Set in Washington it is the story of a missing 



 

woman and the journalist intrigued by her disappearance. 

I really enjoyed this well written page turning debut and look 

forward to Christina Kovac next novel. 

 

Debbie Patrick   

‘The Cutaway’ draws you into the tangled world of corruption and 

cover-up as a young television producer investigates the disappearance of a 

beautiful Georgetown lawyer in this stunning psychological thriller, perfect 

for fans of Paula Hawkins and Gillian Flynn. 

When brilliant TV news producer Virginia Knightly receives a disturbing 

“MISSING” notice on her desk related to the disappearance of a beautiful young 

attorney, she can’t seem to shake the image from her head. Despite skepticism 

from her colleagues, Knightly suspects this ambitious young lawyer may be at 

the heart of something far more sinister, especially since she was last seen 

leaving an upscale restaurant after a domestic dispute. Yet, as the only woman 

of power at her station, Knightly quickly finds herself investigating on her own. 

Risking her career, her life, and perhaps even her own sanity, Knightly dives 

deep into the dark underbelly of Washington, DC business and politics in an 

investigation that will drag her mercilessly through the inextricable webs of 

corruption that bind the press, the police, and politics in our nation’s capital. 

I was interested in the idea of a thriller from the point of view of a reporter as 

have not read any like this and thought that this would be a good idea. 

Unfortunately, it wasn’t as good as I had hoped. Something was missing.  I felt 

that the characters didn’t engage me enough I didn’t care about what happened 

to them.  

A decent first novel for this author but I hope that in future novels her 

characters are more interesting. 

 

Janet Monks   

A woman goes missing in the heart of Washington and TV producer 

Virginia endeavours to find out the truth.   

Evelyn Carney goes missing and TV producer Virginia recognises the potential 

story and more than anything wants to find out what really happened to 

Evelyn. This novel brings together the world of TV news, alongside the politics 

of Washington and the story of Virginia herself. The most engaging parts of the 



 

book where when it dealt with the production of the news stories, as the detail 

was excellent. The storyline itself could perhaps have had a little more to it in 

terms of suspense/twists. Great characterisations.    

 

 


