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Linde Merrick 

What a spellbinding thriller Stuart 

MacBride has given us with this!  It's 

such a real page-turner, with the 

tension and excitement building to an 

unexpected climax, that I had to read 

it straight through.  His principal 

character, DC Callum MacGregor, forms 

just one of the interesting cast of "the Misfit 

Mob", Police Scotland's dumping ground for 

embarrassing to them officers.  Their 

convoluted relationships are perfectly 

scripted, with believable feelings and 

reactions adding a sense of realism into the 

story.  The Mob usually get all the mundane 

tasks but circumstances allow them to start 

investigating apparently mummified 

bodies, thereby hunting "a serial killer who isn't afraid to take his time".  Their 

investigation is played out against a backdrop of hardship and deprivation that 

shows "this is what real life looks like from down here at the bottom".  

There are some dark passages in this standalone novel and some terrific "red 

herring" clues to the killer - an appropriate metaphor considering the killing 

venue. But I'm sure it will become another bestseller for the author, delighting 

all his existing fans and creating many more followers. 

 

Chris Parfitt  

A book that will grip you and make you want to read just one more 

page...  

Every so often you come across a book from an author you were not previously 



 

aware of that make you think why haven’t I read any of this persons work 

before? This is one of those books. It is a long time since I read a book that made 

me want to set aside reading time as much as this one. 

There are nice touches of humour throughout the story that keep it light and 

entertaining and make you want to carry on reading. This is a great feat 

especially in a book that is no lightweight both in topic and in physical weight.  

Without giving too much away there is a point about half way through where 

one of the characters has a bad day at the office like no other that will make you 

think that no matter what today threw at you it could not be as bad as they 

experienced. 

The characters are well rounded and each individual forms their own 

personality within the readers head so that you genuinely care for some and 

detest others. By the end some of them feel like real acquaintances and I would 

love to meet them again. 

Overall a terrific book.  

I will certainly be checking out the authors other titles. 

 

Sabine Little   

Grumpy, cynical police officers with an axe to grind, pulling 

together to catch a serial killer - an intriguing plot with lots of twists 

and turns.  

This is a tome of a book. I have to admit, the beginning didn’t grip me much – I 

had read no other books by Stuart MacBride, and I think I had to get used to his 

writing style. I started to become intrigued about 50 pages in, and since this 

was only a fraction of a book of this length, there was still a lot to enjoy.  

The characters are cynical and often stand-offish with one another, making it 

initially difficult to develop any sort of rapport, but as the plot progressed, I 

found myself caring about “Mother’s Misfit Mob” more and more. Over the 

chapters, each person’s character continued to get fleshed out. This is billed as a 

standalone thriller, but there are a few characters I wouldn’t mind keeping 

track of in future books – particularly the women. The constant switch between 

first names, last names, nicknames and ranks could get confusing – most people 

had up to four different ways of being referred to in the narrative. The storyline 

was innovative and intriguing, with plenty of twists and turns to keep the 

reader guessing. Had I not read this book for a review, I may not have 

advanced beyond the initial pages, but I’m glad I did.  



 

 

You can follow Sabine on Twitter: @sabinelittle  

 

Phylippa Smithson  

The slapstick humour of the team investigating a number of serial 

killings left me feeling confused and lacking confidence in what I 

was reading.  

Fine if ‘A Dark so Deadly’ was supposed to be outright funny but the macabre 

killings created too strong a disconnect – murders are not funny.  They can be if 

the author manages to create a style of plot delivery that brings the two 

together but for me MacBride is was way off the mark. 

It’s a marathon of a read too at +600 pages and I would question whether half 

of it added anything to the story except, for me anyway, it simply served to aid 

to the confusion I was already in as a result of the conflict between the morbid 

murders and the farcical interaction between the characters. 

I wanted to so engage with this one as it had all the hallmarks of a good, meaty 

escapist plot but, nope, not one for me. 

 

Rafe McGregor  

MacBride skilfully avoids the serial killer clichés and although this 

is a chunky novel, I breezed through it effortlessly – a sure sign of a 

pacey, page-turner of a murder mystery.  

Stuart MacBride’s third standalone thriller is a police procedural that 

introduces the Oldcastle Divisional Investigative Support Team, the place 

Scottish cops are sent to await dismissal or medical retirement.  Detective 

Constable Callum MacGregor is a member courtesy of his contamination of a 

major crime scene and his new partner Rosalind Franklin is the team’s latest 

recruit courtesy of her major anger management issues.  While investigating 

what appears to be a serial theft of mummies from museums, MacGregor and 

Franklin find a more recent – and much ranker – corpse face-down in a 

bathtub.  Post-mortem examinations reveal that the mummies are themselves 

recent and that all three murders are the work of the same killer at large.  The 

stakes are raised even further when a mother and daughter are abducted and 

the team fail to make the connection.  MacBride employs his characteristic 

tongue-in-cheek tone to buoy the narrative along with humour aplenty, but this 



 

does not detract from the tension in the novel, maintained by rapid switches of 

point of view and the rapid deterioration of MacGregor’s domestic situation 

into a nightmare comparable to the killer’s creations.  MacBride skilfully avoids 

the clichés associated with fictional serial killers and although this is a chunky 

tome, I breezed through it effortlessly – a sure sign of a pacey, page-turner of a 

murder mystery.  

You can follow Rafe on Twitter: @rafemcgregor  

 

Tanya Thurling  

I'm just going to start by saying I love Stuart MacBride. Logan and Steel have 

to be my favourite duo ever. So I was a bit dubious about this standalone novel. 

Surely nothing could ever be as good as Logan and Steel right? 

Wrong. The Misfit Mob are just as great. So great in fact I'm really 

hoping he writes more books with these characters.  

So the Misfit Mob are basically a bunch of police officers nobody wants. The 

ones who mess up crime scenes, punch other officers etc. Basically if you screw 

up that's where you end up. (with the exception of Dotty, who's there because 

she's only got one leg. She's a great character!) And these officers get all the 

crappy jobs nobody wants to do. So when an ancient mummy turns up at the 

tip, and it appears to be linked to recent disappearances, they're desperate to 

keep the case. It's the most excitement they've had in a long time! And from 

there on in its constant screw ups, accidents, punch ups, drama, and plenty of 

twists and turns.  

My favourite thing about MacBride's writing has to be the colourful language 

and less than charming insults that are constantly thrown about and there's 

plenty of that in this book. I don't know how many times I've been sat there 

reading and ended up snorting or laughing out loud. 'Should turn right round 

and squash him like the turdbeetle he is! Leave nothing but a skid mark behind' 

(that one was Dotty) 'You ignorant spud' 'Away boil your head. You patronising 

arse-bag. I hope you get piles'.   Those are some of the less colourful ones. I could 

go on and on but seriously, there is no other book I've ever read with such 

amusing insults. They're great! 

So anyway, Callum. You really can't help but like him. His heart is in the right 

place but he constantly screws up. And anything that can go wrong for him 

does. At one point he ends up having a piece of his ear bitten off. That's bad in 

itself but when he gets to the hospital they're all set to stitch it back on when an 

accident comes in, a little girl, and then there's literally no-one left to sort his 



 

ear out. So away he goes minus an ear lobe. And that pretty much sums up his 

luck.  

I got quite smug about halfway through the book because I thought I'd solved 

the case (this very rarely happens) I had the murderer, the motive, everything. 

Got to the end of the book, and I couldn't have been more wrong. I was way off! 

The ending, in my opinion, was almost impossible to guess. But so good.  

So yes, I would definitely recommend this book. Go out and buy it. You won't be 

disappointed! 

 

Judith Waring 

WOW! Stuart McBride does it again! I love, love, love, this guy, he is 

such a brilliant writer, such an artist, he literally paints the images 

and atmospheres with his words and he does it all so effortlessly.  

And such a storyteller! Goodness knows where he even got the idea for such a 

gruesome and morbid storyline, with its twists and turns and subplots that 

make your skin creep, but I was hooked from the start and at just over 600 

pages it's certainly a big, big, story to keep you engrossed. 

You are transported to this grey, dour - and very wet - town in the north of 

Scotland; you can feel the murkiness of the areas, the despair of living there, the 

constant drudgery of life as a policeman working these streets. There is a dry 

and ironic, almost sick, humour to it all which reflects so well how Callum 

McGregor survives his days. And boy, does he go through the mill and so much 

happens within such a short time-scale that it's hard to keep track of it all. The 

story explodes out of the pages and just keeps on rolling. 

As in his other books you meet characters who are flawed, who are humanly 

imperfect but so brilliantly, brilliantly, rounded that you 'know' these people, 

you can see them so clearly in your head, these people really exist for you. You 

can feel their pain, their quirks, and their temperaments.   

I knew I wouldn't be disappointed with a new Stuart McBride novel and I 

certainly loved this one and I'm so pleased to have had the opportunity to read 

it in advance of its release and I will look forward to the next one, whenever that 

may be. 

To paraphrase Stuart McBride's own words - "He is a god [amongst authors] 

and we worship him"  

 



 

Angie Rhodes 

There is a place in Scotland where Police that don't toe the line get put and new 

to the Misfit Mob is Officer DC Callum MacGregor and DC Franklin are thrown 

together. Franklin has a bit of a wee chip on her shoulder and Callum is ready 

to all strangle her!  

All the cases they get are the "going nowhere cases", boring cases, that is until a 

mummy turns up on Oldcastle tip, easy , just find the museum it belongs to and 

hey presto, job done,, Yes? Err no… not when Callum uncovers a link between 

an ancient mummy and three missing young men. This is a case that the Misfit 

Mob have been waiting for a time to prove they are capable.  Nobody expects 

them to solve the case but they need to before somebody else dies. 

This has to be the best thriller I have read this year, it has a slightly 

dark humour, that will have the reader giggling and the most 

likeable characters you could wish to meet…  

It would make a great TV series.   

 

Evelyn Barrett 

'Fans of Stuart MacBride and his Logan McRae series won't be 

disappointed by this standalone story. 'A Dark So Deadly' has all the 

components that have made the McRae series so successful - black humour, 

police procedure, a misfit cop, dysfunctional senior officers and a storyline 

worthy of MacBride's talents. 

This book is not for the faint-hearted, brutal in places, it plumbs the depths of 

darkness in the human psyche. The central character, Callum MacGregor, faces 

his own demons while coping with the demands of a murder enquiry. In fact, 

several murder enquiries and the killer always manages to stay one step ahead. 

Eventually, battered and bruised, MacGregor arrives at an outcome he couldn't 

have hoped for. 

MacBride, in his element, has produced another great example of Tartan Noir. 

Hopefully he will develop this 'standalone' work into a series. MacGregor and 

his cohorts definitely have a lot more to offer.' 

 

Linda Haw  

Another winner from the pen of Stuart MacBride. Very well written, 

full of twists to keep you guessing to the end, which will come as a 



 

surprise.  

Stuart MacBride never fails to keep the reader guessing to the end and this is no 

exception.  His characters are always realistic and, as such, they are either 

likeable, irritating or downright untrustworthy.  Sometimes, as in life, they are 

all three. 

The relationships between the team members makes very interesting reading.  

They are thrown together as a result of various misdemeanours and as such are 

not in the place they would choose to be resulting in a very interesting 

combination of personalities who are not yet ready to be team players. 

The story has many unexpected twists and turns which make the reader eager 

to read to the end to discover how many of their own theories are correct and 

how many are completely turned on their heads.  The ending is very clever and 

completely unexpected. 

I hope that this is the start of a new series - there is lots of potential for the Misfit 

Mob.  

 

Judith Sharp  

Not sure if anyone has ever mentioned this but if Terry Pratchett had written 

Tartan Noir then he would have given Stuart MacBride a run for his money.  

Maybe Stuart should try fantasy fiction!  

Wow, this is a big book 608 pages but the action doesn't let up for a 

second.  It is Tartan Noir with extra Noir and brilliant dark humour 

on the side. 

The Misfit Mob where Callum finds himself are a group of outcasts the police 

would rather just fade away.  Then an ancient mummy turns up at the local tip 

with links to 3 missing young men.   The Division is overworked, to the Misfits 

get to keep the case.  With brilliant characters the story races along.  For those 

who have read the Ash Henderson novels Dr Alice McDonald the kooky Forensic 

Phycologist turns up in a cameo role. 

I must admit I am a great fan of Stuart's Logan MaRae and Ash Henderson 

novels and now DC Callum MacGregor joins the team. 

As Stuart has said in the past, his books are not going to win him any awards 

from the Scottish Tourist Board but that isn't going to worry his many fans.  

 

 



 

Fran Woodrow  

Have read quite a few of Stuart MacBride’s Logan McRae series I was looking 

forward to this standalone. It’s set in the (thankfully) fictional town of Oldcastle 

and features the Misfit Mob – a team of police officers too ill, corrupt, useless or 

just plain unlucky to be anywhere else.  

Usually lumbered with all the dead end boring cases the team of outcasts catch 

a break when mummified bodies are discovered and the rest of the force are too 

busy to cope.  It becomes their job to crack the case and stop a serial killer.  

I enjoyed how the personalities and dynamic of the team developed through the 

story and particularly warmed to the central character, DC Callum MacGregor. 

He had a great back story and I would definitely be a bit disappointed if this 

was his last outing. Despite being a lengthy book I though the action was well 

plotted and paced.  

Lots of trademark quirky characters (I particularly loved the poetical 

policeman!), dark humour and twists mixed in with a good story – a 

winner for me. 

  

Nicola Crisp  

It's got drama, it's got humour, it's got flashbacks, and it’s got twists 

and turns, plus fascinating facts about smoking kippers. It had me 

totally hooked, to the point of nearly being late for work!  

This book throws you straight into the action. DC Callum MacGregor's week 

starts very painfully, and then just gets worse. At times you wonder if he will 

even survive to the end of the story. Yet there are many light moments, 

including a DS spouting poetry at every opportunity. I never expected to find 

haikus in a whodunnit. Many of the characters are hiding dark pasts. 

Flashbacks to their childhoods, and glimpses of the murderer's thoughts, will 

keep you guessing through the twists and turns of several cases that the Misfit 

Mob have had dumped on them. All the problematic police officers end up in the 

Misfit Mob, and working together is definitely not one of their skills, which of 

course adds more layers to the drama and more humour, to balance the 

darkness. At times, I wanted to cry at the horrors that people are subjected to, 

which are sadly all too realistic. But at all times it was gripping, and I spent 

several nights staying awake much too late because I couldn't stop reading. A 

fabulous read from start to finish.  

 



 

Lisa Keast  

Outstanding, gripping thriller. A very cleverly written story of a 

serial killer, police and the victim. Would recommend to everyone. 

My new favourite author.  

A story set in Scotland tells the story of the Misfit mob of police, who are made 

to work together as they all have a reason why they have been put there due to 

some work misdemeanour. A body is found and then the story unravels and tells 

the story of the police involved, the serial killer and the victim. It gives you the 

story from each ones perspective. The story keeps you gripped and you will 

struggle to put this book down. There are lots of twists in the story which keeps 

you riveted. Parts of the story makes you really think about how people’s lives 

turn out by a series of events and how different their lives would be if certain 

events never occurred. Outstanding, gripping thriller that keeps your attention 

right to the very end. A fantastic book from start to finish. I was gripped from 

page one. Stuart McBride is now on my list of favourite authors and I will be 

recommending this book to everyone I know. Brilliant. 

  

Les Wood  

At first glance this looks like quite a challenge being 608 pages long 

but it stays the pace and leaves you ready for more Callum.  

Having read a number of Stuart Macbride’s book before and particularly 

enjoyed 'Cold Granite' I looked forward to this 'stand alone' novel about to be 

released this month (April 2017). I have not been disappointed with the new 

characters on offer, their foibles, idiosyncrasies, their location and their 

continual black humour. I never give away any of the plot however can say that 

this is top notch, it moves at a satisfactory pace and has you guessing as you go 

along; sending your mind up dead ends and chasing red herrings. I hope that 

Callum might be here to stay, he still has lots to do.   


