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Jo-anne Atkinson  

This is a stunning debut - more than 

just a crime novel, therein pathos 

and passion in a short sparely 

written book.  

Easy is 16 and has already started 

working for the drugs gang led by his 

relative Fin.  When  the police raid a house 

that Easy's team was supposed to be 

looking out for, Easy knows he is in 

trouble, however he is offered a job - travel 

across country to Wisconsin and murder a 

judge who is set to be a key player in an 

upcoming trial.  So Easy sets off on a road 

trip accompanied by Michael, a confident 

older boy, Walter, a clever young man, 

and his 13 year old half brother Ty.  The 

group are uneasy bedfellows and the cracks start to appear, yet they complete 

their mission.  Then things start to go wrong in earnest and Easy has to think 

carefully about whether he wants to return to the life he had in LA or start 

afresh. 

This is a book that works on so many levels.  Although it is described as a crime 

novel, it is so much more.  Easy is a complex character, formed by his 

background and life experiences, yet he has streak of normality in him unlike his 

brother who slots into the gangster life comfortably.  Confronting the tough life 

on the LA streets and racism in middle America, this is a book suffused with 

overwhelming sadness for the life that some young people are forced to lead.  It 

is written in a restrained way, no overwritten descriptions of shoot-outs, yet it 

is a memorable story.  
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Catherine Bryce  

A fantastic crime-fiction thriller!!  

This is a really exciting crime thriller novel from Bill Beverly and a must-read.   

The main character, Eas,t is a coming-of-age 15 year old Los Angeles gang 

member who works as a set of eyes for a drug dealer and along with is brother 

Ty and two others boys Walter and Mike make a dark and dangerous trip 

across the United States to carry out the murder of a judge in Wisconsin. 

The storyline itself is dark, thrilling and abrasive regarding the gang members 

themselves and how they gel together as a group in order to complete the task 

they have been set. 

Drugs, murders, police, gangs and the darker side of life in Los Angeles becomes 

the stage on which the story is written. 

The story is well written and will keep the reader absorbed page 

turn after page turn til the end.  

Brilliant all round. 

  

Helen Lowry  

Four troubled young American gang members hit the road aiming to 

assassinate a judge. As the road trip unfolds so do their characters and 

decisions need to be made.     

This is a story set against a background of troubled black American youths. 

Mixing with the wrong people and linked to the drugs and gangs of Los Angeles.  

Then one day, after a mess up on the job, while guarding a drug den, East is 

called upon to take on a hit job. Never having done anything like this, he 

struggles, never having been out of LA and given the fact that he is only fifteen. 

He has his dark side but also comes across as someone who could be a decent 

young man, given half a chance. I found myself liking him and hoping he found 

a way out of a bad situation. Probably an indication of the good writing.     

Initially, I didn’t find this an easy book to get in to, but, as the story and journey 

unfolded my interest in the boys grew. Definitely a book of two halves. What 

started as a road journey with four, soon dropped to two, with predictable 

violence, especially with guns. Without giving anything away, I didn’t predict 

the ending at all. A very character driven book, nothing wrong with 

that, they all had their flaws and strengths. But, overall I liked the 

book and enjoyed reading it.        



 

Glenda Worth  

‘Dodgers’ by Bill Beverly had me hooked from the beginning. The 

story of East is an emotional journey as well as a big adventure, 

with lots of surprises and shocks along the way.  

‘Dodgers’ by Bill Beverly had me hooked from the first page. East loses his job at 

a drug house in a police raid and is recruited for a different job involving a road 

trip to kill someone. With 3 others he leaves the only place he knows on a huge 

journey both in miles and experience. 

East's younger brother is with him as part of the gang and turns out to be a 

complete nightmare, East turns on him with unexpected results, murder is not 

really his thing but someone has to be the brave one. 

Written in such a way that you just want to keep on reading to find out what 

happens next and there's always a surprise in store. 

 

Cathy Small  

East was tuned in to obey orders and so where the other boys that watched over 

the gang's house so why did they not hear or see the police before it was too 

late? East failed to alert the house that the police were coming which saw some 

of the gang taken and an innocent girl get shot. East is expecting to face 

punishment for this but instead he is sent on a mission with 3 other boys to 

remove the only witness for their leaders pending trial. As expected the job gets 

done but it turns nasty and East spills more blood than expected. East manages 

to get away and finds somewhere to hide with a job but he can't hide forever. He 

gets a second chance to return to the gang and the final pages tell you which 

way he decides to go. The story is a good work of fiction but underlying 

there is a truth of someone's story.  

 

Jocelyn  Garvey  

A gang of teenage black boys from LA, whose lives so far have been poverty, 

drugs. They have been sent to Wisconsin to kill a judge. They must learn to work 

together and complete the task. 

Billed as a literary crime novel I did not know what to expect. 

East is the narrator and leader. 

He doesn't have a home just sleeps under a floor in a building . His gang who 

watch a drugs house has been busted and instead of retribution his boss sends 



 

him and three more lads to Wisconsin to kill a judge. 

They are sent off in a van to drive to Wisconsin. They have a map and money 

and know to go east. They have never been outside LA previously and things 

start to go wrong. They have to face this on their own and make decisions about 

unknowns whilst all the time focusing on where they are going and what they 

have to do. 

This is a well written book. Four young blacks driving through white 

America facing and solving life. 

It is not all bad language and swearing which will make you think as well as 

being a good read. 

  

Julie Bertschin  

A road trip with a difference.  The twists and turns in this story 

mirror the route of the blue van as East and his fellow crew head 

across the American mid-west with murder on the horizon.  

‘Dodgers’ tells the story East and Tye, two half brothers born into the drug 

dealing underworld of LA, sent on a road trip across America with orders to 

kill.  These young teenagers take to the road in an old blue camper van with 

three others, with nothing but a few guns and a roll of bank notes to their name.  

The trip is a right of passage where each of them find out what they are 

prepared to do to stay alive and to keep moving forward towards their target, 

get the job done and then move on, somehow, someway.  East's long awaited 

discovery of who his real father is brings with it the awareness that he must 

make his own way in life, there is no turning back.  A gritty tale which gets 

under your skin and takes you along for the ride - I loved it!  

  

Clare Topping  

Four boys sent from the drug scene of LA to kill a Judge in Wisconsin, witness 

against the organisation.  Given a van, money, fake IDs and a telephone 

number for the supplier of the required gun.  East is the steady one, the 

watchman, Walter the brains, Michael the babysitter, the polite face and Ty, 

thirteen year old trigger happy brother of East - he’s the one that will carry out 

the hit. 

This obviously makes for tensions as four black boys drive into ever whiter 

areas of America.  They have their instructions, not all of them will follow them, 

despite East’s best efforts.  By the end of the trip more blood has been spilled 



 

than expected and East finds himself in unfamiliar territory, both literally and 

figuratively. 

‘Dodgers’ is billed as a thriller and a crime classic.  I don’t agree, it’s certainly 

not edge of the seat stuff.  But, it is an interesting character study, and, despite 

some slow starts and a style of dialogue that perhaps sits better on the west side 

of the Atlantic, I found myself being drawn in and hoping that everything 

turned out OK for East.  As a crime novel or thriller it would be down at the two 

star rating, but the characters all work, and slowly each one reveals himself 

more as the book goes on.  If you are looking for something that doesn’t 

fit in any particular category, that will weave in a haunting 

storyline then this is probably the book for you. 

 

Edel Waugh  

The story is set in Los Angeles and is centred around a main character called  

East. East works for a drug organisation but his input is fairly minimal until he 

is asked to do a different type of job. This book is about choices, 

relationships  and the monumental seconds in life that can 

completely change your future. The story could at times be brutal, 

these characters are no gentlemen after all, but it did not fail to pull 

at the heartstrings too. I look forward to reading more by this author .  

 

Katie Hoare  

‘Dodgers’ is a crime novel about two brothers, East and Ty and a group of lads, 

that reads as if you are watching a crime movie road trip.  The story starts out 

when East loses his position as a lookout in LA drug organisation.  They are 

provided with a van and a gun, and have to make various stops on their journey 

to make contact with the boss to receive their boss to see where they have to go 

next and receive their next set of instructions. 

The story starts of well, but along the way, the pressure starts to 

take its toll and arguments between the team members, and is not 

helped by not being very decisive.  The reader is taken along this journey 

with them, with their highs and lows, and a sense of the American 

highways between LA and Wisconsin. 

 

 



 

Dana Captainino  

A novel that tries too hard!  

The blurb for this book captured my attention and I was looking forward to 

trying something new. I liked the idea of a cross country adventure driving to 

Wisconsin a state I know well.  

The main characters are very young and the responsibilities they have in a 

crime filled world are not those you would expect.   

A crime story road trip.  A coming of age novel.  Full of gritty characters that 

keeps you wanting to know what happens next is how Dodgers has been 

described. But unfortunately I found it a tad irritating and  was 

frustrated that it did not grip me in the way I thought it would.  

Perhaps it is trying too hard.   

 

Becky Kirkby 

Unexpectedly enjoyed this book. It pulls you in and you just have to 
know what happens. Highly recommended.  

I have to admit, when I started this book I didn't expect to enjoy it. I had 
misread the summary and was expecting to read about undercover police 
officers. As it dawned on me that this book was not about cops, rather about 
young gang members, I wondered how I could possibly enjoy it. How am I 
going to connect with or care about criminals? But I did. I really grew to care 
about the main character, East. I was engrossed in his story, looking forward to 
reading more every day and finding out what happened, really rooting for him 
to succeed. This surprised me, but just goes to show how well written it is and 
how good the author is.   

 

Bev Farningham  

Well - this is a very difficult one to review!  

It is the story of East, a 16 year old black boy, who is a look-out for a LA drug 
organisation.  

He loses that job due to a police raid and the boss of his gangf gives him another 
- to kill a witness in a forthcoming trial against his son. He will be accompanied 
by 2 other black boys - one his brother - and a white 'babysitter'.  

The long road across the states to the crime scene is fraught with problems 
between them and eventually the job is accomplished - but at what cost?  



 

Made many comments on paper as I read and what I regarded as holes or 
questions - but nearly all were resolved by the end.  

In the one way the boys adventure was like a YA story but in reality the book 
was a 'rites of passage' for East. What he saw in people, nature and objects - the 
past that he was trying to block and erase from his memory, mind and soul to 
what the path was for his future. What did he really want and how? obviously 
the lack of a family upbringing was resonant.  

Heavy on narrative and thought provoking.  

 

 


