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Anne Rhodes  

David, Rachel and Jamie – each one 

with problems, secrets, lies – each one 

an unspoken mystery. 

This gripping story, sad, frustratingly 

mysterious, is utterly 

“unputdownable”.  

You will find yourself talking to both Rachel 

and David – never sure what is coming on 

the next page, but utterly certain you want to 

know what happens next. 

A story which covers a mere matter of weeks, 

but which is influenced by the past – their 

past. 

A past they refuse to discuss – facts which 

Jamie has been forbidden to mention but 

which have a great influence on his behaviour. 

 

Cathy Small  

A gripping thriller that takes you into the lives of what could be a 

happy family into the groups of psychotic neurosis.  

Jamie lost his mum 18 months ago but her body was never found. Then his dad 

remarries and brings home Rachel who whilst trying to bring them together 

manages to unhinge both herself and Jamie into seeing and hearing things that 

shouldn't exist but you will start to believe that they do. David tries to bring the 

family together but works away all week and is trying to hide the secret that is 

weighing him down. It is only when Jamie tells Rachel that she will be dead by 



 

Christmas that it all starts to get out of control and the voices start to feel true 

and the neurosis takes over the house. It will keep you gripped until the 

very end. 

 

Vanessa Wild  

A brooding and menacing psychological thriller and a creepy, 

suspenseful and compelling read.  

This is a brooding and menacing psychological thriller set in Cornwall, 

revolving around a dead first wife, a paranoid second wife, a grieving son and 

a partially renovated mansion. There are hints of gothic and at first I was 

reminded of Daphne du Maurier's Rebecca.  However, it does go on to become 

quite a dark tale. 

It's a slow burner where the suspense is gradually built up and the main 

character's paranoia grows and grows.  The style of writing is descriptive and 

vivid, full of metaphors and very evocative of the Cornish landscape, which 

adds to the tension.  I could virtually hear the waves crashing on the rocks!  

None of the characters are particularly likeable, apart from perhaps the son - 

they all seem rather unstable and have something to hide.  I liked the photos 

which were included every now and then which related somewhat to the story.  

I found them interesting.   

A creepy, suspenseful and compelling read which I very much enjoyed.  A great 

second novel from this author, although I personally think ‘The Ice Twins’ is a 

hard act to follow! 

Follow Vanessa on Twitter: @Butterflybiblio 

 

Phylippa Smithson  

I don’t usually go for ghostly, haunting stories but this really got my 

attention – it was just so credible.  

Rachel has had a tough early life struggling in the rough part of London with an 

abusive father.  When she marries wealthy lawyer, David, after a committed 

effort to escape the tragic events of her childhood and early 20s, life seems 

perfect.  Living on the Cornish estate which has been in David’s family for over 

1000 years, her sole role is to be a step-mother to David’s 8 year old son, Jamie, 

who is still physically and mentally disturbed by the cruel loss of his Mum.  Nina 

died as a result of an accident falling into one of the abandoned Cornish mines.  



 

As the glorious summer days move into Autumn, Rachel begins to see a very 

different side to David, to his son Jamie and to live living in the home of the 

deceased Nina.  What secret do David and Jamie wish to keep from Rachel and 

why is Jamie so changeable towards her – sometimes laughing and happy yet 

at other times cruel and vicious.  When he tells her ‘you will be dead by 

Christmas,’ incidents occur to force Rachel to take his words seriously. 

Then David attacks her for trying to uncover the truth and then the macabre life 

she has been living truly takes shape. 

This really is a great is a griping read.  It would make a fantastic movie! 

 

Sue Pledger  

A well written enjoyable book.  

I enjoyed this book very much, although I found the story a bit predictable. It 

was well written, although not as compelling as ‘The Ice Twins’. 

 

Carol Peace  

A good read and some wonderful pictures ancient mines which run 

through the plot.  

As I had read the previous book (‘The Ice Twins’) I was looking forward to 

reading it. It didn't quite live up to my expectations though, it was a good book 

but very slow in places. 

Rachel is newly married to the wealthy and good looking David and moves to 

his ancestral home in Cornwall where they intend to live alongside Jamie who is 

David's child from a previous marriage. They both seem to have a dark past 

which they are reluctant to discuss and they seem to grow apart as David has to 

work in London for the week and doesn't always get home, Jamie is a troubled 

boy and Rachel is increasingly disturbed when he seems to be talking to Nina 

his dead mother. Rachel starts to delve into the past which does not reassure her 

at all and even causes her to wonder if Nina is really dead. I was a bit 

disappointed that I didn't really like any of the characters but it is a good read. 

 

Edel Waugh 

The writing in this book is beautiful and the plot is haunting, if you loved 

Rebecca by Daphne DuMaurier then I think you will really like this book. The 



 

story begins with a fairly new marriage and a large country house in Cornwall 

with a tragic past. The main narrator is Rachel she is the second wife of David 

whose ancestors owned the grand house they live in. David has a child called 

Jamie that belonged to him and his deceased wife Nina whose name is still 

frequently used in day to day life. Although we never meet Nina while she is 

alive in the story it almost feels like she has the most presence in it, her life and 

personality made such an impression that she is almost still alive and the large 

oppressive house almost has a pulse too. 

Rachel has quite a private past so when we learn more about her it makes her 

an unreliable narrator , you just don't know how much to trust what she is 

seeing and hearing. The handsome enigmatic David feels very dangerous and I 

did not know just how much to be wary of him from the beginning as something 

seemed very off. When I read Jamie's scenes I felt very uneasy. The entire 

story left me jittery and uncomfortable, I finished this in one sitting as I 

had to know what on earth happened here and what was going to happen, 

there was so many secrets that is was a very moreish read. I can't 

recommend this highly enough.  

 

Angela Rhodes 

Rachel is happy. She has just married dark handsome rich David and.been 

swept off to live in Carnhallow House, a beautiful old house that has been in the 

Kerthen family for years, and years, and comes complete with Myths and 

Legends, stories that Jamie David's son - now Rachel's stepson - loves to talk 

about. 

Everything is wonderful until Jamie starts to act rather oddly.  He tells Rachel 

he can see his mother and can hear her. This would be fine, only Nina, David's 

first wife and Jamie's mum, is dead. Rachel shrugs it off as his way of dealing 

with the loss of his mother until he starts to make predictions and they come 

true. Now feeling a little scared she becomes terrified when he tells her "You will 

be dead by Christmas" as December rushes in, so do Rachel's fears,, 

Fantastic read, once started hard to put down. 

 

Tracey Copeland 

What a good story, I’ve never read this author but after reading this 

I’m going to purchase her debut book ‘The Ice Twins’.  I read this in 

three nights, a page turner which you think you know the outcome, however 



 

quite a twist at the end.  Characters believable and Cornwall and the huge house 

sounds lovely, also an insight into the workings and brave workman in the old 

Tim mines.  

 

Yvonne Richardson 

Brilliantly written. A definite page turner which I read in two nights. 

I couldn't put it down.  It was haunting and intriguing to the very end. I 

can't wait for more books by S. K. Tremayne. A writer who will remain on my 

list of favorite authors. Utterly brilliant! 

 

Alison Bisping 

A new psychological thriller by the author of The Ice Twins, which I 

loved – but this will was probably even better - if that is possible! 

Rachel meets and marries David through a friend.  David’s first wife has died in 

unusual circumstances and there is some secrecy around her death. 

David has a son, Jamie, who Rachel is immediately drawn to, and loves.  The 

family home is Carnhallow House in Cornwall – great descriptions of the house 

and the scenery – the family is very connected to the old Cornish mines and this 

is woven within the story very well. 

But Jamie’s behaviour becomes odd – is he psychic, mad, traumatised?  He 

predicts Rachel will be dead by Christmas – but why does he think this?  Rachel 

understandably starts to get paranoid and wants questions answered, and as 

David won't do that, starts hunting around the house for clues.  David, working 

away in London all week to earn the money to keep the house going, doesn’t like 

Rachel digging in the past and his wife’s death – what is he hiding? 

The plot thickens – and I couldn’t put it down!  I await the next book by S.K. 

Tremayne very eagerly. 

 

Sarah Harper  

Suffused with brooding and atmospheric descriptions, twists and 

turns, the tension builds slowly and inexorably. This certainly kept 

me guessing!  

After a whirlwind romance, Rachel falls head-over-heels in love with the 

gorgeous, rich David Kerthen and his young son Jamie. She willingly leaves her 



 

independent London life behind to start anew in Carnhallow House, hidden 

away amongst the tin mines in the wilds of Cornwall and the home of the 

Kerthens for over a thousand years. She desperately wants to be a good wife 

and stepmother, to help Jamie through the loss of his mum, David’s first wife, 

the beautiful and mysterious Nina. But the more Rachel unearths about her 

untimely death, falling down one of the mineshafts in the dead of night, the 

more unsettled she becomes. Moments of clarity from Juliet, her Alzheimatic 

mother-in-law add to the picture which Rachel is building but David is 

becoming increasingly defensive. Coupled with Jamie’s alarming predictions of 

her own death and his withdrawn behaviour, Rachel’s unease and isolation 

intensify. She even starts to question her own sanity. Is Nina really dead? Is 

David only trying to protect his son as he claims or is he in fact protecting 

himself? Everybody has secrets everybody tells lies but the truth will come out in 

the end. 

Suffused with brooding and atmospheric descriptions of Carnhallow and the 

Cornish tin mines, the tension builds slowly and inexorably. Full of suggestions 

to throw you off the scent and twists which take you in totally unexpected 

directions, this certainly kept me guessing! 

 

Karen Clark  

Disappointing. I have to say that I was disappointed with this book. At 

the start all I could think was that this was poor imitation of Daphne du 

Maurier's "Rebecca" even being set in Cornwall but I persevered in the hope it 

would improve. However the story was just too farfetched with no proper 

explanation of why David remarried so soon after Nina's death to someone he 

barely knew, why Rachel deliberately provoked David, why Jamie seemed to be 

left to fend for/amuse himself with barely any normal attention or even every 

day care from the adults at a time when he was so vulnerable ( no wonder he 

developed such a vivid imagination ) and when they did pay attention to him it 

was usually only to satisfy their own curiosity rather than doing anything to 

help Jamie, and so on. The whole story felt contrived. I am afraid I would not 

recommend this book at all.  

 

 

 

 



 

Humaira Kauser  

Mind blowing and hauntingly good. I was hooked right from the 

blurb. I knew I was going to love this book no matter what.  

The Fire Child keeps you second-guessing and forever doubting yet makes you 

turn the page every single time. The words were constructed so beautifully and 

it was refreshing to read S.K. Tremayne's style of writing. This book is one in a 

million and impossible to forget.  

https://www.instagram.com/cookie_bookie_/  

 

MICHELLE HODSON  

Fabulous read.  Gripping from the very start with an unforeseen 

twist at the end.  Highly recommended.  Loved it!  

Here is a writer really getting to grips with their trade.  I enjoyed the first novel, 

‘The Ice Twins’ but this one was even better.  The story gripped me from the 

start.  I totally invested in the story and the characters with Carnhallow House 

and the setting in Cornwall being the real star of the story.  I could not put this 

book down, particularly towards the end and the twist was really unexpected.  

This is definitely one of the most enjoyable books I have read in a long while and 

I will be keeping an eye open for the next Tremayne novel.  Highly 

recommended.   

 

Neil Williams 

An intriguing tale set in the glorious yet dark Cornish coastlands. A 

great story about hidden secrets unravelling.  

Having read ‘The Ice Twins’, I was really looking forward to this book, and I 

wasn't disappointed. 

Rachel has escaped her old life in London by marrying the Handsome David, 

who's family have owned Carnhallow House in Cornwall for generations. 

She has gained a beautiful stepson too and life looks rosy, until Jamie makes a 

strange prediction and seems to be haunted by his mothers tragic death at a 

nearby abandoned mine. Was it the accident it seemed? 

Gripping story well written, with lovely twists and turns along the way, I look 

forward to more from this author. 

 

https://www.instagram.com/cookie_bookie_/


 

Carrie Jones  

Unsettling, dark & spooky- an unputdownable story set in beautiful 

but wild Cornwall, based around the fascinating history of the tine 

mines.  

If you enjoyed The Ice Twins, which I did, you will love the latest novel from SK 

Tremayne as, for me, it was an even better story. 

This book has it all, a very strong storyline with a great setting in Cornwall, 

This was so well described that I could imagine the tin mines, and believe the 

stories told about them, in fact I am now totally intrigued and interested to 

learn more. 

Originally Rachel seems to have it all; a new husband, a beautiful home, and a 

loving stepson,  but gradually there are hints which make the reader uneasy 

and suspect all is not right. This then develops into a true psychological thriller 

that plays with your mind, first I believed one story, then changed my opinion. 

At times it was truly unsettling, dark and spooky, reading in bed at night, there 

were scenes that I could imagine so vividly. I felt chills down my spine - the 

dating of each chapter brings a sense of unease, of time passing which also 

makes you want to race through to find out what is going to happen. 

There are many twists right up to the end, which was also as surprise, and I 

thoroughly enjoyed this book 

Thank you to www.lovereading & Harper Collins for this ARC.   

www.boozybookworm.com/@boozy_bookworm  

 

Tracey Poulter 

Rachel married widower David after a whirlwind 8-week romance but is the 

saying ‘Marry in haste, repent at leisure’ true? Rachel has moved from London 

to David’s Cornish Mansion & is only just getting to know him & his troubled 8 

year-old son, Jamie. David’s first wife died in mysterious circumstances and her 

body was never found – it is thought to be lost in the old mine workings which 

run under the estate. I initially had trouble believing that David would have re-

married so soon and that either of them would marry so quickly after they met. 

The story also had echoes of Daphne Du Maurier’s ‘Rebecca’ which obviously 

leads to comparisons. However, once I had got past those issues, I enjoyed the 

book. It is a gripping tale, well-written and explores the 

psychological damage that our life experiences have on us. I found 

myself wondering whether his first wife was really dead, what secrets they 

http://www.boozybookworm.com/@boozy_bookworm


 

were all hiding & whether Jamie is some sort of psychic. Having read this, I will 

be looking out for a copy of the author’s first book – The Ice Twins. 

 

Vikki Patis 

Ah, Cornwall. It’s home, to me. So when I get a book set in the wild depths of the 

Cornish moors, against a backdrop of savage seas and desolate winters, I shiver 

with delight. Having lived in Plymouth for a few years, while studying and 

working across the Tamar, I’ve seen Cornwall at every time of the year. 

Tourists – or emmets, to you and I – only see the glorious sunshine, the tropical 

waters, the sandy beaches. But there’s a darker side to Cornwall. The Fire Child 

is set during a particularly harsh Cornish winter, pathetic fallacy at it’s best. 

Rachel, happily married to David, moves to his ancestral home, Carnhallow 

House, and is determined to make it home. David’s son, Jamie, is the icing on 

the cake, until his behaviour changes, and Rachel’s past starts to catch up with 

her. This story twists and turns. It reads like a horror story – the child sharing 

prophecies of death, the backdrop of harsh landscapes, and a history of violence 

and suffering. Then it’s a thriller, the finger pointing towards each character in 

turn. With clear influence from Daphne du Maurier’s Rebecca, Tremayne 

manages to capture the darkness of an earlier time in a contemporary setting. 

With themes of mental illness, past suffering, abuse, and grief, The 

Fire Child is a rollercoaster ride of heartbreak and sadness, 

guaranteed to give you chills. 

 

Teresa O'Halloran 

Another stunning psychological thriller from the pen of S. K. 

Tremayne. I was blown away by this book. Excellent! 

I was really swept away by this shocking story. It was extremely moving, and 

at times frightening. The author really captured the landscape and atmosphere 

of Cornwall and used it well to create tension throughout the book.  

There were so many twists to this story that I was almost breathless by the time 

I had it read, and I read it in two sittings - which is probably a first for me. 

If you thought The Ice Twins were scary, just wait until you meet Jamie! That 

boy is seriously disturbing.  

Do yourself a favour and read this novel. You may have to sleep with the light 

on, but it's worth it! 



 

 

Karen  

An atmospheric and chilling thriller with a sinister supernatural 

element. The author appears to be sticking with the same formula of a 

psychological thriller with a supernatural feel.  The first chapter begins 178 

days before Christmas. It remains to be seen whether Rachel is indeed ‘dead by 

Christmas’!  

Initially I felt some sympathy for Rachel Daly.  She fell in love with lawyer 

David Kerthern after a whirlwind romance but didn't realise that not only was 

she marrying a man with a young son but she was taking on his family’s legacy 

too – one that he will go to any lengths to protect.   David is away a lot for work 

and she is left in the huge old house with his troubled young son Jamie and 

David's mother Juliet, with her failing memory. The influence of Nina, David’s 

first wife seems to be everywhere. As the story progressed it became clear that 

both Rachel and David were hiding secrets from each other and I began to 

wonder just how reliable Rachel’s versions of events were.  As for Jamie - is he 

really seeing ghosts or just tormenting Rachel. 

Whilst I did enjoy ‘The Fire Child’ and found it very readable I felt it lacked the 

impact of ‘The Ice Twins’.  The story seemed to slow down and meander, 

especially in the middle, although it later picked up a much faster pace.  It was 

however an unnerving read, made even more so by the changing weather - 

from the all-encompassing fog and mist to snow storms increasing the sense of 

isolation. 

The story reminded me of Daphne Du Maurier's 'Rebecca' and I wondered if 

that was the author’s intention.  It was an atmospheric tale but I found that at 

times there was too much description and not enough story.  

www.myreadingcorner.co.uk 


