
 

      Lovereading Reader reviews of  
                    FOOL ME ONCE 

                  By Harlon Coban 
 
 
 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading members. 
 
 

Tanera Simons  

Coben’s latest thriller is not to be 

missed by fans of the genre; a 

compelling murder mystery that 

will keep you guessing until the end!  

I am a huge fan of Harlan Coben’s novels 

and so, when I was given the chance to 

read and review his latest crime thriller, I 

jumped at the chance. Unsurprisingly, it 

doesn’t disappoint!  

Our protagonist in ‘Fool Me Once’ is war 

veteran Maya Stern, whose husband has 

just been murdered in a ‘robbery gone 

wrong’. Not only has Maya now been left 

widowed with her 2 year-old daughter 

Lily, but she also lost her sister to a brutal 

murder just 2 months previously. When 

Maya sees what appears to be her dead 

husband on a nanny cam, she decides to take the investigation into her own 

hands. Through Maya, Coben seamlessly guides us through each unfolding 

revelation, cleverly linking what initially appear to be unrelated plot lines 

together as Maya gets closer to the heart of the mystery. 

I loved this book, and would read it during any 5 minute gap of time in my day 

– whilst boiling the kettle, or brushing my teeth! Like any good murder-

mystery, ‘Fool Me Once’ kept me guessing right up until the big reveal at the 

end. I particularly enjoyed the fact that the central character, Maya, is an 

extremely intelligent and likeable character who solved the murders that no one 

else could, whilst taking care of what was left of her family. 



 

Pam Kennedy  

Very, very good.  Coben is a great writer.  

After the first few pages I loved this book, it is absolutely brilliant, it is that good 

that after about halfway I had worked everything out and when I got to the end 

I was completely wrong and I am usually pretty good.  This book is brilliant. I 

shall read more of this authors books. 

 

Natasha Motton  

Another corker from master crime writer Coben!  

I was really looking forward to reading the latest crime thriller from Harlan 

Coben and it certainly didn't disappoint. I was gripped from page one! The 

story unfolds at a good pace and there's a good twist at the end. The main 

character Maya is trying to deal with PTSD after leaving the military, grief 

following the deaths of her husband and sister and the strains of raising her 

toddler daughter alone. When she uncovers an anomaly with her husband’s 

death she soon finds herself embroiled on a dangerous investigation to find the 

truth which leads to more deaths and surprising revelations! 

 

Reba Khatun  

‘Fool me once’ is what I describe as an edge-of-my-seat book. The 

suspense had me racing through the book and holding my breath at 

times.  

I had to cover up the bottom of the page in case I was tempted to sneak a peek at 

the next development.  

Maya has just buried her murdered husband recently when she spies him on her 

nanny cam. Is she losing her mind or is something more sinister going on? 

A brilliant book with strong characters. The satisfying ending had me in tears. I 

now have the pleasure of looking forward to reading Harlan Coben's other 

novels. I can't wait! 

 

Suzanne Marsh  

I have read a few books by Harlan Coben because he never fails to disappoint 

me or his readers. ‘Fool Me Once’ is a gripping new thriller novel.  



 

While reading ‘Fool Me Once’, you think you have the truth all worked out in 

your head, but the truth is you know nothing.  

If your husband is murdered, and you were a witness, how do you explain it 

when he appears on your nanny cam?  

Maya and Joe meet up at central park. It wasn't quite clear who phoned who to 

make the arrangements.  According to Maya while her husband was in the park 

two men wearing masks attempted to rob them. One had a gun and shot Joe. 

Maya had just buried her husband when NYPD Homicide Detective Roger 

Kierce appears at her door wanting to question her about her husband's 

murder. 

Maya had a digital picture frame, with a nanny cam disguised in the digital 

picture frame, when she see things on there that she can't quite explain.  

What I like about Harlan Coben is that he always builds dark secrets 

and a terrifying hunt for the truth. 
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Edel Waugh 

I was so excited when I got a chance to read this and it did not disappoint! 

The story is based around retired army captain Maya who retired with 

honourable dismissal from her job after a huge mistake was made. Home with 

her husband Joe and daughter Lily trouble and tragedy seems to follow her 

when her husband is gunned down.  

The story is written beautifully with a smart driven female as the 

main character. This woman is a force to be reckoned with and takes no 

rubbish from anyone, she protects those she loves with all her heart no matter 

what. Her personal traits are admirable but we quickly learn it’s her own back 

she needs to be watching. This was impossible to put down. If you have read 

books by this author before and enjoyed them then you are going to love 

this standalone book that has a terrific ending that will leave you 

gob smacked.  

http://edelwaugh.blogspot.ie/2016/02/fool-me-once-by-harlan-coben-

review.html?m=1 
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Joan Sidwell  

The book opens on the day of Maya’s husband’s funeral.  Joe was murdered in 

Central Park on an outing with Maya, an ex-Army Captain and a helicopter 

pilot, now a flying instructor in New York.  This is the second tragedy to hit 

Maya, her sister, Claire, who worked for Joe’s family business, was also 

murdered a few months previously.  Are these tragic deaths somehow linked? 

After Joe’s funeral Maya’s friend gives her a nanny camera to monitor the 

nanny who is looking after her daughter Lily while Maya is at work.  Checking 

the video footage from the camera one evening, Maya views the impossible, her 

husband Joe, playing with Lily. 

This is a very fast paced, page turning book with many twists and turns in the 

story taking Maya deeper and deeper into family secrets as she seeks to find 

justice and also tries to erase the demons haunting her every day from her last 

Army mission. 

This is the first (but not the last) Harlan Coben book I have read.  It is well 

written and researched and totally addictive, a book that leaves you 

breathless at the end of it, all I would say is just read it.   

 

Sue Pledger  

Excellent as always.  

I have always loved this author and have not been disappointed this time. Lots 

of lovely twists with a very surprising ending. Thoroughly enjoyed this 

book. More please. 

 

Debbie Patrick  

Quite a good book, well written, but I found it a quick read, which 

didn’t flesh out the characters quite as much as I would have liked. 

However, I did enjoy it and didn’t get the twist until the end. 

 

Nicola Underwood  

Harlan Coben has done it again with this fast paced thriller.  

I am a big fan of Harlan Coben and jumped at the chance to get an advanced 

copy of ‘Fool Me Once’ through the Lovereading review panel, in return for an 



 

honest review.  

The book had me hooked from the start, with plenty of suspense. There were lots 

of twists and turns and I was left guessing until the end. The characters were 

likeable and had enough depth and growth. A great read for anyone who enjoys 

a good thriller. 

 

Clare Turner  

Classic Coben - fast-paced, tightly plotted and utterly gripping. 

Great easy entertainment.  

I have a guilty secret – I am a confirmed Harlan Coben fan. Not my usual type 

of author nor of genre, but my daughter buys all his books on publication and I 

await my turn with delight. 

And ‘Fool Me Once’ does not disappoint. Maya, a former US Special Operations 

helicopter pilot, married into a rich and influential American family (think 

Kennedys), after a whirlwind romance which had resulted in an unplanned 

pregnancy. But since then her life has not gone well – she was forced to leave 

the Military early, after a major scandal involving civilian deaths, her beloved 

sister was murdered while Maya was still in Kuwait, and then, perhaps worst of 

all, she was a witness to the murder of her husband, Joe. And so she is now sole 

parent to an adorable but demanding toddler, and responsible aunt to two older 

children whose father is unable to cope. 

But things get steadily worse: the police seem to be suspecting her of some 

involvement in Joe’s death, Joe himself appears on her (new) nanny cam and 

the circumstances surrounding her sister’s murder become ever more 

complicated. But Maya, used to taking control in her military life, determines to 

unravel all this and sets about it with single-mindedness, seemingly trusting 

only in her own strength, her beloved guns and her devoted former comrade, 

Shane. 

Coben’s stories are always full of twists and turns and this is no exception, 

though the ending took me by surprise! And although Maya was neither very 

likeable nor very credible, it was nonetheless refreshing to have a book without 

any characters I had come across before. A terrific read – I devoured it in 

the course of a day, with great pleasure. 

 

 



 

Alan Brown  

A book that keeps the reader on edge and twisted as soon as the first 

scene is set up to the very end of this thriller.  

A great thriller but not a comfortable read. A book to read and then forget as 

too much analysis will unravel parts of the plot. 

The beginning was compromised by the cover information so that the 

engrossing read did not start until the cover information was reached. 

It is only at the end of the book that it becomes obvious why the central 

character is so certain and arrogant. This does mean that this attitude of Maya 

along with the constant twists, turns and revelations makes the book difficult to 

relax with. 

However by the end of the book it is clear that the endurance has been 

worthwhile and that the read has been both enjoyable and thought provoking. 

 

Evelyn Love-Gajardo 

I have read and enjoyed quite a few of Harlan Coben's books in the 

past but this one just didn't do it for me.  Maybe it was because I couldn't 

relate to the main character, a former soldier with a love of guns and shooting. 

There was none of the clever dialogue that characterise the books I have read by 

this author - it was all quite heavy going and didn't really pick up pace till near 

end.  The plot wandered around from one thing to another and none of it was 

very believable. 

I am normally a fast reader but I was toiling to get through this book so I'm 

afraid I wouldn't recommend it. 

 

Tanya Thurling 

What a book!  

Maya's husband is murdered right in front of her, yet days later he appears on 

her nanny cam. How can that be? Finding out what's going on is really hard 

when nothing is as it seems and you can't trust anybody. 

This is such a good book! It's pretty much go from the first page right to the 

very end. I'm usually pretty good at guessing what's going to happen, 

but the twists in this book had me shocked and I did not see that 

ending coming at all!  



 

I found Maya really likeable. A very strong character who could take care of 

herself and her own. She was cool, calm and collected and could kick some 

pretty good butt if the situation needed it. Which it did quite often.  

I don't really know what else to say without spoiling the story and I don't want 

to do that because the shock is what makes this book so good, so just buy it and 

see for yourself. You won't be sorry. 

 

Beth Winsor  

I enjoyed reading this but was not really convinced by the 

characters or the story, especially the war scenes.  

I enjoyed reading this but was not really convinced by the characters or the 

story, especially the war scenes. It did keep my interest, though, and I was keen 

to find out what happened. 

Overall it just did not ring true for me. 

 

Chris Bertenshaw  

Wildly entertaining thriller about a widow who sees her dead 

husband on their nanny cam. My first Coben thriller, and I'll be 

looking out for more!  

I've wanted to read a Harlan Coben novel for a long time, and I can fully 

understand why he's such a popular author having now done so. 'Fool Me Once' 

is full on intrigue and suspense as the mystery behind an apparent re-

appearance by Maya Stern's dead husband, Joe, leads to startling revelations 

about his past, and the death of Maya's sister, Claire. 

I'm not sure I've ever read a book that is quite so much of a lightning-fast page 

turner (barring Matthew Reilly's work), and it's incredibly easy to get lost in 

this story, as the truth behind the death of Joe is slowly teased out. It keeps you 

guessing as to the truth behind Joe's apparent appearance on the nanny cam 

video, and about who the real bad guys are throughout, and the huge twist 

about Joe's killer coming at the end isn't particularly obvious at any point (even 

if you've read so many similar thrillers). 

It's not perfect by any means; none of the characters are especially memorable, 

and don't expect the rich family to come out of the tale any differently than rich 

families usually do where conspiracies are concerned. I also felt straight 

afterwards as if the twist about Joe's killer was thrown in there without any 



 

indications earlier in the story, which I don't like - it's fine if someone can re-

read it and say 'Oh, you know what? You're right - the clues were there all along 

even if I didn't put them together', but I don't like suddenly ignoring what we've 

seen previously for the sake of a twist.  I'm quite happy to admit I'm wrong 

there though if someone else can show me the clues! 

Overall, this was very entertaining and I'd definitely read Coben again - thanks 

for the copy! 
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Phylippa Smithson  

Not the best from this usually very reliable writer of thrillers but 

still readable.  

The book opens with Maya standing with her 2 year old daughter at the funeral 

of her husband – she had witnessed his murder just days before.      

Maya is a former special ops pilot who has served time in Afghanistan but is 

now home based as a result of an operation that went wrong with her taking 

responsibility and being forced to retire.  Her husband, Joe, was the son of a 

highly renowned, wealthy family and despite her love for him, she never felt 

truly at home with this other world. 

Not only has she lost Joe, she is still recovering from the murder of her beloved 

sister just months before.  And not only has Joe been taken, but she knows that 

one of his brothers, Andrew, did not lose his own life as a result of a boating 

accident but in fact, had jumped. 

When a friend recommends she installs a nanny cam to monitor the activities of 

the nanny who looks to her daughter when Maya is working, she sees 

something that causes her to reassess the previously held belief that those lives 

she had lost may well have been linked.  And so Maya commits to finding the 

truth behind the three deaths which serves to potentially endanger her own life 

and that of her daughter. 

It is good but there are better American thrillers out there – including from the 

same author. 

 

 

 



 

  

   

 


