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Sue Burton 

Wonderfully well written heartfelt 

novel, you will fall in love with 

Ginny and her special quirks.  

What a wonderful book, well written, 

sometimes so sad but also heart-warming.  

It is amazing how different people see and 

hear different things and make their own 

assumptions.  I absolutely loved Ginny and 

wanted so much for her to be my Forever 

Daughter, she certainly could have made 

me see things differently and reading her 

story made me feel very humble. 

 

Sarah Harper  

Your heart will ache for Ginny. She 

will make you laugh, she will make you cry, you will be rooting for 

her all the way and you won’t forget her. A really moving read. 

Named after Gin, her mother’s favourite tipple, young Ginny had a traumatic 

start in life. Starved, beaten and abused she was lucky to survive her mother’s 

‘love’. All of this was compounded by Ginny’s autism and the problems 

associated with her condition such as her sensitivity to loud noises and her very 

literal take on the world around her. Although she is now safe and secure with 

her forever-parents, the balance of her life there changes with the arrival of 

Baby Wendy and Ginny becomes more and more plagued by her past. She is 

obsessed by the memories of her Baby Doll which she left in her mother’s house 5 

years ago, hidden in a suitcase under the bed. Despite reassurances that no doll 

was ever found, Ginny is fixated with finding it again and will go to any lengths 

to do this. Her forever-parents, therapist and teachers can’t understand it but 



 

for Ginny it is perfectly clear, she must do whatever it takes to take care of her 

Baby Doll as her mother is ‘unreliable’. And so begins Ginny’s mission to rescue 

her Baby Doll and although her actions seem perfectly logical to Ginny, they 

leave a trail of turmoil and destruction in their wake. 

The more you get to know Ginny and her story, the more your heart will ache 

for her. She has survived so much adversity in her young life and copes 

fantastically with the challenges she faces on a daily basis. Ginny will make you 

laugh, she will make you cry, you will be rooting for her all the way and you 

won’t forget her. A really moving read. 

 

Sabine Little  

This is a tender and loving book, which nevertheless pulls no 

punches when it comes to the difficulties in patching a family 

together. After reading it, I recommended it to everybody I know.  

I have seen reviews referring to this book as being reminiscent of ‘The Curious 

Incident of the Dog in the Night time’, and, I guess, in terms of having a main 

character who is on the autistic spectrum, who is on a special quest, with a 

complex family history, that is true. But Ginny Moon is more than a 

comparison. Benjamin Ludwig drew up a complex character, in short sentences 

and uncomplicated words. We as readers, both inside Ginny's head through the 

first person narrator, and an outside observer (through our ability to make 

connections in different ways that Ginny herself might) understands more 

quickly what is going on than the adults in Ginny's life, allowing us to to share 

Ginny's frustrations at being misunderstood. 

This is a tender and loving book, which nevertheless pulls no punches when it 

comes to the difficulties in patching a family together. After reading it, I told 

everybody I know to keep an eye out for the publication date. 

 

Phylippa Smithson 

I have been greatly touched by this book.  Disturbed and troubled by 

the fictional account of an abused child trying to make sense of a 

world, confusing enough but made more so by her autism.  

Written through the eyes of the lead character, 14 year old Ginny Moon has 

been recently adopted by a couple despite the challenges of taking on a teenager 

with autism, who has run away from both her previous foster parents and 

whose reputation is one of trouble.  And no wonder.  Ginny is the victim of a 



 

single parent who, when not high on drugs, was physically and mentally 

abusive until, at the age of nine, she is taken into care. 

But the world in care does not given Ginny the sense of security the adults now 

in her life believe she can enjoy.  She does not understand why they cannot 

reunite her with her ‘Baby Doll’ who she was forced to leave behind.  And in 

turn, they do not understand, given her description, that Baby Doll cannot be 

replaced by a simply purchasing a new one at a store. 

At the heart of this harrowing account of a child in despair, is Ginny’s search for 

her Mother.  Not because she any desire to be living her old life for her own 

sake, when found she was malnutrition and suffering a fractured arm as a 

result of another attack by her mother.  What she is desperately seeking by 

returning to her childhood home, is a chance to provide for her Baby Doll the 

basic needs of survival – food, warmth, and in Ginny’s case, an ability to control 

noise which reliably lights the fire of anger and abuse in her Mother (and boy-

friend, Donald) that could be life threatening. 

There is so much to this excellent and powerfully written story but when all is 

said and done, I am left with a sense that whilst a fictional account of the life of 

an autistic child, it is all too close to the truth for some living in the real world. 

   

Emily Wright 

I found myself immersed in Ginny’s intense story and felt like I was 

cheering her on from the side-lines. 

Ginny Moon loves her Baby Doll, Michael Jackson, clocks and lists. Ginny’s 

forever started five years ago, when she was taken from her abusive and 

neglectful mother. Now, Ginny is desperate to get back to the other side of 

forever and make sure her Baby Doll is safe. What Ginny doesn’t know is that 

by trying to go back, she is risking the love she has in the here and now. 

Ginny is the novel’s narrator and her distinctive voice feels authentic. She has 

Autism. However, like anyone with Autism, Ginny is so much more than the 

way her brain works. Benjamin Ludwig’s compassionate characterisation 

means that Ginny isn’t defined by her disability or problems; instead the things 

about Ginny that stay with me are her spirit, honesty, quirks and fallibility. 

Ginny’s background could easily have made her story a depressing one, yet I 

found it to be anything but and felt it was full of hope. 

Ginny’s struggle to find a sense of belonging, both in the world and within 

herself, will resonate with many readers. I fell in love with this vulnerable yet 



 

determined teenager. I think your enjoyment of the book will rely on whether or 

not you ‘get’ Ginny. Her resolve to go back to who and where she was years ago 

is a lesson to us all. Perhaps everyone’s forever should start right here, today?   

  

Emily Curnow  

This is a bittersweet story of a Ginny who has autism and is living with her 

fourth 'forever' family. Written from Ginny's point of view we follow her as she 

desperately tries to understand the world around her and as she tries to save 

her sibling "baby doll". We can see her frustrations as she is repeatedly miss-

understood by her family and her peers. At the same time we witness the impact 

her behaviour has on her "forever family" and we gain glimpses into the abuse 

she suffered as a child with her birth- mom. This story is full of pain and then 

hope as we follow Ginny on her journey. It gives us an understanding of autism 

and of the stresses it brings to those around. Beautifully written by 

Benjamin Ludwig, his first novel is a success, and I look forward to 

reading more from him.  

 

Edel Waugh 

This was a very touching story about a young girl called Ginny who is 

living with foster parents after being treated horrendously by her birth mother. 

Ginny has Autism and finds it hard to communicate to others when it comes to 

what she is thinking and worrying about.  Seeing the world through her 

eyes was very special, the way she perceives others and situations 

and stress. She is a remarkable character and very likeable, my heart went 

out to her because of everything she went through, I was reading the story and 

my eyes were filling up because this young girl had to see too much in her young 

life and go through too much.  

 

Angie Rhodes 

Fourteen year old Ginny Moon should be a happy teenager. She is now with a 

family she calls her "Forever Family”, but this is not enough.   Ginny needs her 

Baby Doll, she needs a plan of escape, a secret plan of escape. She needs to find 

her mum Gloria, because then Ginny can put things right.  Things that 

happened a long time ago, something that was heart-breaking and Ginny needs 

to do this so she can be happier.  ‘Ginny Moon’ is a story of hope, strength and 

love.  It’s a story that will tug at every mother's heart, but it is also one 



 

teenagers could read, as it gives the reader a sense of "If Ginny can do it, find 

that strength, then so can I".  

‘Ginny Moon’ is a beautiful inspirational story that will stay with the 

reader for a long time. One that will be passed from one friend to another 

and one that deserves to be in the top ten chart. 

 

Sharon Wood 

Slow to start but then well-paced and never too predictable. A great 

portrayal of the frustrations of autism from all points of view.  

Fourteen year old Ginny has autism and is now with her third set of foster 

parents. She started life with another name with an abusive mother.  Although 

she is now in a safe place she continues to find it difficult to make sense of life 

and those around her and harks back to her previous life. 

To begin with I found this book rather irritating and too American with its 

constant references to "Forever Mom and Dad" and "Forever Home" both of 

which were obviously sliding into meltdown.  However, at a stage I can't 

identify I began to get Ginny's character and to really enjoy the book.  It became 

well-paced and unpredictable so that you were never quite sure whether all 

would be redeemed or all would end in trouble.  I liked that, not being able to 

foresee the ending. 

Ludwig, who is an adoptive parent of a child with autism himself, did a good job 

of portraying the absolute frustrations of the condition and although I certainly 

didn't necessarily find myself liking the characters, I did understand the 

anxieties and dissatisfaction on both sides. 

So, my advice is stick with it and you will be rewarded. 

 

 


