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Chris Bertenshaw  

Excellent thriller that keeps you 

guessing until the end. Expect it to end 

up being a different story to one you 

expect though. 

I haven't read a good thriller for about six 

months, so I awaited this arriving in the post 

eagerly. The blurb was utterly irresistible, 

and I'm glad to say that it turned out to 

indeed be an excellent book - though one very 

different than what you'd expect. 

First off, I must give praise to the translator, 

David Frye. You don't get an excellent 

translated book without an excellent 

translator, so he's obviously done his job very 

well. This is a story that twists and turns in 

unexpected directions, whilst ensuring that you don't know the truth until the 

final couple of chapters. In fact, it twists so much that it actually becomes a very 

different story than the one you're probably expecting from the blurb, though I 

won't spoil exactly how. Rest assured that it keeps you hooked wanting to know 

the reasons behind the protagonist's desire to commit suicide, and that the 

resolution is ultimately satisfying. You won't know for a long time which 

characters are good and which are bad, which always helps keep you on the 

edge of your seat in this kind of story. 

What I was particularly impressed with was the way that it examined mental 

health issues in a very non-judgemental way. Again, it's hard to go into details 

without spoilers, but the protagonist's actions are very believable in his state of 

mind, and the plot fits together logically. 

 



 

I've been after a good thriller and this certainly fit the bill! 
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Susan Wallace  

There are so many unexpected twists and turns in the story that it does get a bit 

confusing at times.  However, I think this is a great psychological thriller.  Ted, 

having been diagnosed with terminal brain cancer, is about to take his own life 

when he's interrupted by a stranger with a proposition who seems to know a lot 

about Ted. 

Ted decides to accept the stranger’s offer, kill someone and then be killed, to 

avoid the stigma of suicide, in order to make things easier for his family after he 

is dead. 

However, he soon comes to realise that nothing is as it seems, and I really mean 

nothing. 

There are so many unexpected twists and turns in the story that it does get a bit 

confusing at times.  However, I think this is a great psychological thriller 

in which you often have no idea what is coming next.  It’s very 

readable and enjoyable.  I would recommend it. 

 

Neil Beattie  

A perfectly paced thriller. Just when you think you are working it 

out the roller coaster takes off in another nightmarish direction. I 

enjoyed this book thoroughly. As the plot started to twist and turn back on itself, 

you are immediately hooked as you try to work out what is going to happen 

next. The characters are well written and tell their individual stories as the 

main story unfolds. The more you read the more the plot gets twisted, and as 

Teds life and the plot starts to unravel you begin to piece together what has 

really been happening. Although this didn’t grip me from the start, the more I 

read the more I was drawn into the story. It certainly lives up to its tagline of 

'the perfect thriller', the book is paced perfectly and never runs away with itself, 

or gets to complicated. The author has done a wonderful job and I will look out 

for any other novels her has translated into English, or failing that learn 

Spanish.  

 

 



 

Laura Gardner  

Not your typical thriller - Different, intriguing and a slow start but an 

invested end. I took a bit of time to get in to this book. To begin with I felt like I 

had no investment in the characters, I didn't like them much at all and had very 

little desire to see them succeed. But, as with many a good author, Axat took his 

time to make me even want to invest in them, but once I did I was right behind 

them every step of the way.  

'Kill The Next One' isn't your typical thriller. Although you jump right in to the 

plot, with very little pre-amble, you don't feel as though you have much clue 

what's going on and, as such, it forces you to slow down. There's a real sense of 

build-up and back story in this book and you have little choice but to read every 

word, no speed reading here, you have to absorb every little detail.  

The previously unlovable characters become so important to you and, suddenly, 

your desire to see them succeed and to follow them to the end becomes 

imperative. A book that I was able to put down to take a break, previously, 

became unputdownable in the last 30%.  

A well written, perfectly put together thriller. Not what I expected 

but better than I anticipated which is always the best possible result. 
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Humaira  

This is going to be one of those books that you just have to read. 

Move over ‘Gone Girl’ and ‘Girl On The Train’. I was hooked from 

reading the synopsis. Clever. Unique. Left me wanting more. I devoured ‘Kill 

The Next One’.  

 

Phylippa Smithson  

This is by no means an easy read and became quite confusing to decipher as I 

tried to work out if it was meant to be a thriller, the result of a mind failing or a 

story based on the macabre.  We first meet Ted who is readying himself to 

commit suicide.  Gun is at his head, letter to his wife explaining his reasoning by 

his side.  And then his doorbell rings.  Initially Ted ignores it but it does not stop.  

Then he reads a note he had not seen, ‘open the door, it’s your only way out.’ 

Ted is asked to kill a bad man – a man who it’s alleged avoided being charged 

with murder by a false defence.  Ted is then asked to kill a second man.  A man 



 

who, like Ted, is determined to end his own life.  And the reward for Ted’s 

efforts?  That he would be the target of a hit – how much better for his wife and 

young family that he is lost to them as a result of a crime rather than a suicide. 

All good potential story line but then the pages unfold as the plot gets more 

cumbersome, complex and so very difficult to follow. 

Having determined to get to the bitter end, not sure it was time well 

spent.  Disappointed that the potential was not at all realised in the 

delivery.  Great shame. 

 

Tanya Thurling  

Let me start off by saying that the postman delivered this book at about 

1.pm and by 10pm that night I had finished it. I literally could not 

put it down! I think that speaks for itself! 

So the story is about a guy named Ted who finds out he has a brain tumour so 

gets ready to kill himself. As he's about to do it the doorbell rings and there's a 

man there with a proposition for him. Ted will kill two men. The first is a man 

who absolutely deserves it, dodging the system and getting away with a 

horrible crime.  

The other man is also like Ted, terminally ill and wants to die. The idea being if 

he is murdered, it will be easier on his loved ones than finding out he committed 

suicide. The man is a willing participant. Once he's done, another man in the 

same situation will be along to kill Ted. And so he finds himself entering this 

'suicidal daisy chain' but everything is not as it first seems and Ted finds himself 

in a rather confusing situation. Nothing is as it first seems, nobody is he who he 

thinks they were, and to top it off he's not sure what's real or not as his tumour 

causes him all sorts of problems.   

That's about as much as I can say about the actual story. I can say that while 

reading it I had many theories, but there are so many twists and turns, it turns 

out I actually had no idea! Literally no idea until the very end (which by the 

way I was not expecting!) There aren't many books out there that keep you 

completely stumped and hooked at the same time. Seriously go read it. I enjoyed 

it that much I even checked to see if he written anymore.  

 

Clare Topping  

Ted McKay, successful businessman, father and husband has decided that the 



 

only way out is to kill himself.  Then a knock on the door offers a different 

option.  If he kills someone who has escaped the justice of the law, and then 

someone else who had also been intent on suicide, he will be next in line thus 

making it easier for his family to deal with. 

All goes well, until he comes to the second killing.  Then things start to go awry.  

He has a secret, possibly many, locked inside his head, literally driving him 

crazy.  He starts to doubt himself, and what he is capable of, reality seems to 

shift from day to day.  Can he trust the people he sees and talks to or are they 

there to do him harm?  What about the possum, the horseshoe and chess board, 

where did they come from? 

This is a compelling novel that, despite not being what I expected, had 

me turning the pages and not wanting to put it down.  I read it in a 

couple of sittings.  Mostly this was because the main characters in the book 

are likeable and I had to find out where it would end, not to mention where the 

pesky possum fitted in.  Some people might find it a bit formulaic and 

predictable, I didn’t mind that at all, even the ending wasn’t too bad; often a big 

let-down with crime thrillers. 

Definitely 4 stars for a twisting and turning thriller. 

 

Kate  

Read it. Loved it!  What a great new turn for a book plot. I was tossed and 

turned throughout. When I read the blurb I thought ‘oh come on, seriously’ but 

then as I read it takes you to all much more open mouthed moments but your a 

believe because of the telling. It’s excellent. I found myself thinking is it true? or 

from what I know of health and tumours could it actually be a symptom of his 

very bad health delusions?  I did question it but found my confusion with it all 

the more mesmerising to read on. It’s different and clever. 

 


