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Nicola Southwell 

This is a gritty psychological thriller 

set in the beautiful landscape of 

Hadrian's Wall country.  Briganton is 

situated between Carlisle and Newcastle 

and has some of the most stunning scenery 

in the country. Isla Bell finds three bodies, 

propped against a wall.  Such a shocking 

thing to come across and it has stayed with 

her for many years. Eventually the killer, 

Heath McGowan, was caught and sent to 

prison.  20 years later and more bodies are 

found.  Did they convict the right man? 

Isla's job is as a forensic psychologist.  She 

has been conducting research into the 

brains of killers to see if there are any 

common abnormalities. Her experience 

ensures that she is quickly assigned to the case. This gripping storyline will 

keep you guessing until the end. The characters are true to themselves and 

I love the descriptive angle to this book.  This is something that Emma 

Kavanagh does so well.  I chose to read this book and all opinions in this review 

are all my own and completely unbiased.  My thanks to Lovereading for this 

opportunity.   

 

Rebecca Cockeram  

Fast paced thriller about a notorious serial killer in a sleepy town, 

who murders start up again despite him being in prison. This is an 

excellent read. Highly recommended it.  

I thoroughly enjoyed this book. It tells the story of a serial killer who is captured 

and behind bars and yet years later the murders start again. 



 

I found this a fast paced book, a real page turner. The characters are likeable 

and you care about them. It's written in my favourite format having a chapter 

dedicated to a different characters so the plot moves quickly with very little 

unnecessary filler. I would definitely recommend this book, I loved it. 

 

Beverley Davenport 

A dark and sinister murderer seemingly returns to a small isolated 

village resting under the shadow of Hadrian's Wall, as the body 

count rises, so do the number of suspect.  

When three dead bodies are found on Hadrian’s Wall, a quiet little village is left 

suffering from the repercussions for generations to come. Isla, the young girl 

who found the bodies eventually becomes a psychologist researching into 

psychopaths. Her father is the detective who solved the case and is thrown into 

celebrity status. Her husband was the brother of one of the victims, and nearly 

all of her family and friends have been affected by the fear and the horror of it 

all in some way. 

When another body appears on the wall twenty years later, followed more dead 

bodies, the old nightmares are stirred up again and everyone is living in shock 

and fear. The convicted murderer is still in prison; he is one of the participants 

in Isla’s research. So questions begin to be asked, who is the killer on the wall? Is 

there another killer on the wall or is the first investigation suspect?  

As the story unfolds, told through a number of different characters, more and 

more people come into the frame. The characters are compelling and believable. 

The plot deepens and grows as the tale becomes darker and more sinister. It 

seems to be possible and feasible that there are a number of possible culprits 

and Emma Kavanagh keeps you guessing right to the end.   

 

Emily Wright 

When a novel begins with three dead bodies you know you are in for 

a compelling read. Emma Kavanagh maintains the reader’s intrigue 

with a breathtaking pace throughout. 

Twenty years ago the village of Briganton became infamous for the bodies left 

on Hadrian’s Wall. The Bell family was at the eye of the storm. Isla found the 

first bodies and her father captured the killer on the wall. Since then Isla has 

become a professor in criminal psychology. Her knowledge is her power. Old 

wounds run deep though, so, when a woman’s body is found on the wall, the 



 

long held fear which simmers beneath the surface of Briganton is reawakened. 

This is an intelligent, tautly plotted psychological thriller. Nothing in the 

narrative is wasted. Events and observations which seem incidental when you 

are reading about them later come together to reveal the tragic truth. Clues and 

red herrings are nestled throughout the plot, like little jewels of knowledge 

waiting to be gathered by an eagle eyed reader. I loved that each subtle piece of 

information gains meaning as the novel progresses. 

The ramifications of the spate of killings on a close knit community are 

portrayed with conviction. For a thriller, Kavanagh really lets us get to know 

the characters; we get inside their skins. This human touch provides the thriller 

with warmth and compassion. It also meant I felt a creeping sense of deadly 

inevitably, mirroring the dread that the community of Briganton felt when the 

killings started again… 

  

Celia Cohen   

A well written psychological thriller.  

An excellent book that keeps you on the edge of your seat all the way through 

and ensures you'll never guess the ending. I couldn't put it down - a real page-

turner. 

 

Sabine Little  

A complex story of murder and mystery, spanning two decades, with 

Hadrian's Wall looming in the background like an additional 

character in the plot.  

A well-crafted book slotted beautifully into the landscape around Hadrian's 

Wall, with the wall itself filling the pages like an additional character. Wind-

swept moors and barren landscapes add to the sense of gloom and foreboding. 

There are a lot of twists and turns in the plot, not all of which seem completely 

plausible. It must be hard to create a plot that believably centres around many 

of the same characters 20 years apart, all of them interconnecting again and 

again. The result is a complex web of personalities, village life, and lives 

suspended in the shadow of the original murders, as though nobody was able to 

move on amidst the aftershocks for decades. The book gripped me more and 

more as it went along, making for an enjoyable read.   

You can follow Sabine on Twitter: @sabinelittle  



 

Angela Rhodes  

The horror and fear began with Isla Bell a fifteen year old, who found not one 

but three bodies placed against Hadrian's Wall and her world fell apart. 

Fast forward to twenty years later and Isla is now a Forensic Psychologist, 

dedicated to finding out how serial killers work and what makes them tick. 

Coming face to face with the man who destroyed so many lives makes her feel 

safe.   Safe even the word gives hope, and then a body is found against the wall, 

then another, now everyone in the small town are suspects.  The fear, the 

nightmares are back and so is the Killer On The Wall. 

 

Carol Tuckett  

20 years on Isla Bell is now a Professor of criminal psychology, the study of 

brain function in serial killers her special subject. Her next study is the man 

arrested for the killer on the wall deaths Heath McGowan. This triggers the 

start of more deaths, are they a copycat or did they get the wrong man. A 

brilliant book bringing together people from the past and present. 

Will they get the right man this time? 

 

Alan Brown  

Emma Kavanagh is an excellent storyteller and brilliant at building 

up characters alongside an impish skill of playing with red herrings. 

The fact that this is a crime story or murder mystery is almost circumstantial to 

the story and the careful way characters are drawn into the tale - there is even 

an inbuilt empathy for The Wall! 

The story builds with more and more speed so that at the end it is frenetic which 

meant that I, as a reader, had to reread the ending to catch up with the writer. 

This small criticism is overwhelmed by the quality of the writing and character 

development. 

An excellent read and mystery. 

 

Edel Waugh 

This was so good! The past and present have one thing in common in this story 

and that is a murderer with a similar taste in his style of killing victims. The 

main character is Isla, she finds the murdered bodies when she was a teenager, 



 

fast forward twenty years later and Isla is now a forensic psychologist who 

regularly comes into contact with murderers. Isla is a fascinating character, she 

went through such trauma finding the bodies as a teen and then instead of 

running from criminals she ran towards them in a bid to understand why they 

did what they do. The plot is very good, it's a bit of a puzzle, things 

don't seem to be adding up with past and current crimes and then it 

all starts to become clear and the excitement really builds and at 

that point I was not putting it down! Awesome book for any thriller fan 

out there. 

 


