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Sarah Webb  

A harrowing tale, beautifully told.  Twins 

Pearl and Stasha are taken to Auschwitz 

in 1944.  As twins they are of great 

interest to Josef Mengele who adds them 

to his twins’ group for experimenting.  As 

such, the girls, only just teenagers, are 

separated from their mother and 

grandfather, and have extra “privileges” 

not given to most, but they are also 

subjected to experiments and their own 

horrors. 

This is of course a harrowing story.  We 

are familiar with much of the violence in 

this context, but it was the ‘individual’ 

cruelties, one person to another often just 

after a conversation between them, 

which I found particularly disturbing.  The beautiful writing and the kindness 

between some of the characters, especially Pearl and Stasha, bring light to this 

darkness.  It’s about love and life, vengeance and the stories we tell 

ourselves to survive. It is a tough read, but very worthwhile. 

  

Phylippa Smithson 

Mischling is by far the toughest book I have ever read.  When the 

basis of the ‘story’ focuses on the Angel of Death, Auschwitz and 

children, could it be anything but? I determined to preserver with 

Konar’s brutal description of life in Auschwitz which focuses on the story of 12 

year old twin sisters, Pearl and Sasha.  The early chapters are divided by telling 

the perspective of first one and then the other from the very first moment of life 

as babies to the traumatic separation from their mother and Zayde 



 

(grandfather) on arrival at the infamous concentration camp and their being 

housed in ‘the Zoo.’.  In so doing, the writer creates a remarkably poignant way 

of defining their different characters but the remarkable similarities that are 

typically only of twins. 

It is in this way that Konar manages to add to the devastating cruelty of the life 

the twins are forced to live.  In just a few very short months we see the 

innocence of childhood lost as Pearl and Sasha’s awareness of what is Auschwitz 

is revealed.  And in the most distressing to read pose, Mengel’s experiments are 

revealed and the very many consequences described which inevitably include 

the brutal murder of some of his ‘patients.’  To reflect the impact of his ‘work’ the 

expression made by Sasha is most telling, those of us left behind are ‘forever 

burdened by the futures torn by others.’ 

It is in reading the second half of the book that a spirit of hope is experienced 

which again is credit to Konar’s talents.  It is not that part two is suddenly all 

colour and happiness but slowly she helps move the reader away from the 

shattering pages of life in Auschwitz to the escape of two key characters and 

how they slowly start to reform themselves on ‘the other side.’ 

Konar is one of the most profound writers around. 

  

Sarah Musk  

A chilling, powerful book.  It is beautifully written but the subject 

matter is very dark.  It should be read by everyone.  

‘Mischling’ - which means 'half-breed' in German - is a harrowing, powerful 

book.  It is mainly set in Auschwitz and centres on twin girls who are part of 

Josef Mengele's twins' experiments.  The girls use their strong imaginations and 

love for each other to cope with the hell of their situation.  One twin is a 

stronger, more outgoing personality than her sister and Mengele appears to be 

amused by her.  However, as the book progresses his brutal, psychopathic 

coldness emerges in his chilling indifference to the suffering of the children. 

It is an extremely uncomfortable book at times even though Affinity Konar is 

quite sparse in her descriptions of the experiments conducted on the girls. Less 

is more works very well here.  The matter of fact language used shows how 

their minds and bodies are so completely controlled by this evil man that their 

situation almost appears to be normal to them 

The twins are separated in the camp and leave under different circumstances.  

The outside world is in chaos - it is terrifying - law and order has broken down 



 

and everyone is starving and fighting each other. 

The suffering is endless even though there is brightness at the end and the 

darkness recedes.  This is a strangely beautiful book to read even though it is 

about an odious subject - it should be read but be prepared to feel upset at times. 

  

Alison Battye  

This book deals unflinchingly with the horrors of Auschwitz.  It is a 

relentlessly painful read, but the girls' love for one another and their 

fierce imagination somehow carries you through.  

This is possibly the most harrowing book I have ever read.  There are details I 

wish I had never read, such is the calculated depravity of Josef Mengele. But in 

these pages there is also beauty.  Stasha and Pearl are compelling characters, 

their imagination and creativity keeping them afloat in the most desolate of 

conditions.  Whilst they have one another they are able to stay afloat, but 

separation threatens to drown them.  At this point in the book, I wasn’t sure if I 

wanted to continue reading, willing death on the characters to liberate them 

from their physical and mental tortures.  All seems lost: the landscape is as 

ravaged as the millions of separated people searching for their lost loves.  But 

this story is ultimately of hope.  There are “days to see and stories to hear and 

weapons to abandon”.  If we’ve known love, we will find love again.  We may 

forever be haunted by the past, but we can go on creating a future.    

 

Kathryn Eastman  

‘Mischling’ is heartrending and devastating, an effect only 

heightened by the dream-like quality given to it by Affinity Konar's 

beautiful prose, imagery and description more reminiscent of fairy 

tales. 

What often marks us out as different in the eyes of others can result in our being 

subjected to the worst forms of cruelty and abuse. Mischling depicts this to 

devastating effect but Affinity Konar doesn't allow that to overwhelm her novel, 

instead showing us the resilience and resources drawn on by its victims, and 

focussing on the survivors.  

It is the story of twelve-year-old twins Pearl and Stasha, who upon arrival at 

Auschwitz are separated from their Mama and grandfather Zayde and taken to 

Josef Mengele's so-called Zoo, the subjects of horrific experimentation. 

Mischling is heartrending and devastating, an effect only heightened by the 



 

dream-like quality given it by Affinity Konar's beautiful prose, imagery and 

description more reminiscent of fairytales, the use of music, grandfather's 

toasts, and the tricks and childhood games that help the twins through many 

ordeals in the notorious camp, including separation, and later search for each 

other and longed-for reunion. (One such game devised by Zayde called The 

Classification of Living Things could work as an alternative title for Mischling.)   

Mischling finds beauty in the ugliest of places and hope and friendship where 

people are under extreme duress. Even if you are reluctant to read yet another 

Holocaust novel, I'll let Stasha explain why Mischling deserves your attention. 

Here she is remembering a poppy her Mama once drew: “Sometimes, when 

things are too unbearable, the poppy threatens to multiply itself... I hope I never 

have cause to see a whole field of poppies like that.” 

http://nutpress.co.uk / @katheastmn   

  

Rosie Watch  

An amazingly sensitive book that somehow manages to tell the tale of Mengele’s 

experiments in an incredibly unusual way. I know there are theories that the 

holocaust didn't happen, theories that rebounded both then and now and in 

many ways the book is written in this way. So much of the happenings are 

dreams and thoughts and half told stories that it can be hard to pick through to 

the bare facts. However the facts are there and the tales of the horrors that 

Mengele's twins were subjected to is well documented. 

The way the two girls are treated and react to their separation is both 

fascinating and tragic. The fact that liberation brings no freedom or peace is 

also poignant and sad, yet somehow there is a message of hope, friendship and 

most definitely courage. 

I have to say I couldn't put the book down until I knew the future for Pearl and 

Stasha. An incredibly gripping and unusual story about a very well-

known event in history. 

 

Alan Brown  

Among words that make you shudder, a novel of hope from despair. 

This book about a concentration camp, twin sisters, other children and the 

experiments of Mengele is a masterpiece on hope in horror. The awful topic 

almost makes the reader put the book back but Affinity Konrad has written that 



 

can and must be read. 

Only by reading novels like this can anyone develop a quiet 

understanding of adversity. 

 

Sue Packer 

The story of 12 year old twins, and the horrific time they spent in Auschwitz as 

part of Dr Mengele’s ‘Zoo’ where he carried out horrendous and sadistic 

experiments on humans he found unusual or interesting. Twins seemed to be his 

experiment of choice, subjecting one twin to his experiments, using the other as 

the ‘control’ to compare his results. Thankfully we are spared most of the gory 

details, although more is learned as the story progresses. Neither girl survives 

intact and by the time of liberation they become separated and both believe the 

other to be dead. 

Post liberation is almost as desperate a time as they strive to find what has 

happened to their sibling in an inhospitable Poland and their pain seems 

unrelenting. 

I suspect this book might divide opinion somewhat. It has a slight 

fairy tale quality about it – the prose is hauntingly beautiful which 

contradicts jarringly with the subject matter. The twins thought 

processes are far too sophisticated and philosophical for twelve year olds and 

the assumption is that all identical twins have strong emotional and physical 

bonds which enable them to feel each other’s pain and read each other’s 

thoughts. 

It’s difficult to say if I actually enjoyed it although it was incredibly well written. 

But the plight of all those involved in the Holocaust is such a sad indictment of 

man’s inhumanity to his fellow man, which makes this one of those books which 

leaves you feeling angry, sad and rather despairing. 

 

Susan Mooney    

War is never a good time ...especially if you are twins in Auschwitz.  

War brings about much pain & persecution, especially if you are in Auschwitz. 

This book is tremendous it will have you reliving the war years and feelings of 

the poor captives who were put through so many atrocities. 

It is written with depth & feeling and will no doubt keep you immersed from 

cover to cover. 



 

Being of the chosen ones, twins Pearl and Stasha are subjected to the horrors of 

Mengele who experimented on these twins at his so called zoo. 

Brilliantly written. 

You can follow Susan on Twitter: @truckermercedes  

 

Dawn Vanstone  

Twin sisters with a remarkable bond that cannot be broken despite the cruelty 

and suffering they endure at the hands of a truly wicked and villainous man.   

In reality Auschwitz was a place of grotesque horrors and crimes of humanity.  

In our story the horrors are brought to life through the eyes of twins Pearl and 

Stasha.  They arrive at Auschwitz with their Mother and Grandfather and have 

been led to believe that their Father is dead.  They become experiments for the 

man known as ""Uncle Doctor"" or Mengele who has an obsession with twins 

and delivers indescribable cruelty.  The twins develop their own coping 

mechanisms until Pearl mysteriously vanishes, leaving Stasha to wonder where 

she is and learn to cope alone.  Part two of the book sees Auschwitz being taken 

over by the Russians allowing escape for our characters, but their harrowing 

life is far from over as we follow their journey to Poland.  Stasha is desperate to 

find Mengele and with her companion Feliks they travel to Warsaw determined 

for revenge for his crimes.  The ending of the book is unexpected and a few 

things are left to the reader’s imagination, although we find out what really 

happened to their Father. 

This book will stay with me for a long time, it was beautifully crafted 

and does justice to the atrocities that occurred during that period of 

history particularly at Auschwitz.  The essence of the story is that we 

discover the strength and courage of humankind and a bond that cannot be 

broken because the love between the two sisters is so great. 

You can follow Dawn on Twitter: @DawnVanstone 

 

Suzanne Beney   

Affinity Konar tackles a very heavy subject, telling a harrowing story of twin 

sisters in Auschwitz. 

I found this book quite hard to read and it took me a long time to reach the end. 

It's so beautifully written, in terms of its descriptive composition, that you can't 

help but feel immersed in the story. Konar does a fantastic job at bringing to 



 

light the atrocities of Auschwitz, but of course that doesn't make for enjoyable or 

easy read.  

I would certainly recommend this book, as it really makes you think about what 

others have been through, but I would caveat it with a warning that it's so well 

written that you can't fail but to feel some of the pain. 

‘Mischling’ is one of those books that will change your outlook on 

life, and although difficult at times to read, it's certainly worth 

getting to the end.  

 

 


