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Suzanne Beney  

‘The Museum of Cathy’ is probably 

the best book I've read this year. An 

atmospheric story that pulls you in to 

its world. You won't want to put it 

down.  

‘The Museum of Cathy’ caught my attention 

from the first page. Beautifully written, 

Stothard paints an atmospheric story with 

her words that pulls you in. 

The concept that items and keepsakes from 

our lives create our own museum enables 

Stothard to take us on what at first appears 

to be a dark journey into Cathy's past. As 

the book unravels, you get to know Cathy 

through her life, but there's a definite sense 

of aloofness that is perfectly balanced and underlines the main storyline of the 

book. As too is the setting of Cathy's past in a desolate and bleak landscape. It 

could all feel too contrived, but Stothard's writing brings all the elements 

together perfectly to produce an authentic and enthralling love story, that 

doesn't feel like a love story at all. 

For me, the only negative was that it had to finish. 

   

Phylippa Smithson  

This story left me troubled by the realisation that relationships – 

family, partners – can wreck havoc on even the strongest 

characters.  Powerful and engaging.   

As a child, Cathy’s home life served to create a somewhat nomadic character 



 

having been abandoned by her own mother and left to live with her alcoholic 

father.  However, her love of exploring the mysteries of her environment – the 

Essex coast – drives a passion for collecting specimens of driftwood, shells, sea 

life and so on. 

Twisting between her current life – working in the Berlin Natural History 

Museum and living with her Fiancé, Tom - and her past – which saw her 

befriend two brothers, Daniel who at 19 was 10 years older than Cathy and his 

younger brother Jack, and who ultimately devastated her early life to drive her 

to escape her childhood haunts to hide in LA – this really is a remarkable 

read. 

And then Daniel reappears on a night when Cathy’s reputation as a respected 

Historian was to be honoured by the museum.  And Cathy is left torn between 

facing up to her troubled past, which she has kept buried from Tom and all 

those around her, and fleeing from the danger that it brings. 

Great read and no wonder Stothard is getting increasing recognition of a major 

writing talent as demonstrated by her being long-listed by the Orange Prize for 

previous works. 

   

Richard Wright   

‘The Museum of Cathy’ is a well-constructed tale which explores the themes of 

damage and loss. Anna Stothard weaves the story with a sound use of prose, 

every sentence written with purpose and definition. The relatively simple 

premise is executed with ease by the use of flashbacks and multiple perspective, 

all of which help to contribute to the depth of the story. You feel you are not 

reading a novel of 200 pages but rather peering into the psyche of some rather 

messed up individuals.  Having picked up the book tentatively, for fear of a 

generic tale of petty romance, I was rather surprised by the novels tone. It came 

as a welcome surprise, as the story reveals itself to be more than a simple story 

of romance but  a complex tale of hurt and how someone brings themselves back 

from incredible pain.  The story follows the titular Cathy, a woman of great 

complexity. Her complexity stemming from her rather dysfunctional past. The 

main strength of the novel (I feel) lays in the flashback scenes, the bleak setting 

and moments of grim realism help to understand Cathy’s fragile mental state.  

Stothard has managed to craft a novel of exquisite perspective, her 

mastery of prose cannot be denied, the reader feels satisfied regardless of 

any misgivings within the story. Every page drips with thought and frankly I 

won’t read any more romance novels because ‘The Museum of Cathy’ has set too 



 

high a bar.    

 

Chloe Hill  

It reads like a classic and the prose is stunning.  

‘The Museum of Cathy’ is about a young woman being liberated from her past; 

escaping the memories of a tragedy and broken relationship, with a new lover 

in Berlin.  

One of my favourite parts of this book is the setting: it was refreshing to have it 

in a beautiful city you don't hear much about in books. Although the flashbacks 

to Cathy's past sometimes slowed the flow of the book, they were set on a nice, 

but not overly dazzling beach. 

The prose is technically brilliant and reads like a classic with beautiful 

sentences, profound sentences mixed in with a few cliché sentences. Some parts 

annoyed me when profound statements were made, but didn't say if any of the 

characters thought them or if they were just related to them.  

Having the story centred on her keepsakes allows you to get to know her from 

what she finds precious. 

Cathy seems quite queer, therefore more likeable than a generic melodramatic 

character. She is complex and convinced me that nerds and loving bugs could be 

beautiful. She and her lover were easy to ship with their little games of giving 

each other random facts. I became emotionally involved in her other characters 

too. 

Overall, I would give the book 3/5 stars as the writing was brilliant, but 

sometimes too slow.  

 

Tracey Thomas  

A beautiful descriptive atmospheric tale of a museum of a life.  

‘The Museum Of Cathy’ gripped me from the opening sentence, an 

engaging atmospheric book that was a joy to read. An impressive novel 

that I felt far longer than the short read that it was. 

The writing was masterful with such vivid descriptions that you could picture 

all the objects as if they were in the palm of your hand.  

I would highly recommend this book, a descriptive masterpiece that 

keeps hold of you and doesn't let go even when you have finished. 



 

 I will be reading Anna Stohard again and will be looking forward to doing so. 

 

Emily Wright 

This dark, compellingly claustrophobic novel pays homage to the 

power of memories and how their influence has the ability to shape, 

and at times control, our lives.   

Cathy is an entomologist working at the Berlin Natural History Museum. Her 

childhood exploring the Essex marshes gave her a fascination with nature. 

Cathy keeps objects from the past in her own personal museum; these revered 

treasures each unlock a memory in Cathy’s mind, and her possessions anchor 

Cathy to events, places, people and emotions.  

‘The Museum of Cathy’ tells the story of one day. As events unfold, the author 

creates a potent sense of foreboding, with a dark maelstrom of gathering 

emotions. Within the narrative the reader gradually learns the story of one 

fateful summer, when Cathy’s carefree childhood ended abruptly. This day 

creates a fulcrum for the story, with Stothard cleverly guiding the reader from 

Cathy’s childhood to the present day with flashbacks provided by the objects in 

her personal museum. There are four central characters in the story. The small 

number of characters creates a feeling of intimacy; this led to me feeling 

increasingly privileged as a reader to have a glimpse at Cathy’s museum. Anna 

Stothard builds the narrative to a climax which is full of hard fought for hope 

for the future, and the perfectly timed flight of a swallow. ‘The Museum Of 

Cathy’ perfectly captures the light and shade within each of us which is 

mirrored in our memories.     

 

Lorraine Blencoe  

Wow! I think this is the most intense and personal book I have read 

for a while and I’m so glad that I read it even though it took me some time 

because of how much it demanded my attention.  

The story of how a tragedy at a young age can have consequences throughout 

life and the steps that some people need to go through to deal with the things 

that happen and the small items in a life that tell a personal story. A woman has 

to deal with losing her best friend but it is far more complicated than that! A 

superb read.      


