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Glenda Worth  

‘Orange Blossom Days’ is a story of 

romance, attitude and life at a 

holiday complex in Spain. Life is 

never dull here at La Joya! A great 

holiday read!  

La Joya a new holiday complex in Spain is 

the setting for this amusing and emotional 

tale of life in the new apartments. The many 

different characters with their own 

agendas, the staff at the complex with their 

own take on the owners and how their lives 

all entwine to make such an entertaining 

novel. 

Couples split up, have affairs, children are 

born, partners die, but all through the book 

there is the common theme of La Joya 

bringing all the characters together for a few weeks per year.  

The author delves into the lives of the many characters telling the reader of their 

lives away from La Joya and how they interact away from their holiday homes 

whilst the staff are doing their best to bring order to the site having to deal with 

some stroppy customers along the way. 

A few twists and turns makes this a great read and would make a great holiday 

read. 

 

Sandra Rabiasz  

Escape to the sun.  

La Joya de Andalucia is a luxury apartment complex in beautiful southern 

Spain and ‘Orange Blossom Days’ revolves around the trials and tribulations of 



 

the people to whom the complex means so much. Austen and Anna are a 

recently retired Irish couple who have sunk a large chunk of their retirement 

pot in to a luxury penthouse, whilst Sally-Ann Connolly Cooper hails from Texas 

and is unhappily married to the unfaithful Cal. There is the haughty and 

autocratic Eduardo de Fuentes who is determined to leave his mark on La Joya 

and, finally, Jutta Sauer Perez a determined German business woman, full of 

ambition and plans for her future success. 

This is a story told with lots of warmth and affection, not just for the 

large cast of well-drawn characters who all offer something different and of 

interest to the story, but also for Spain itself. Although a bit formulaic, and a big 

chunky 500 plus pages, this is an enjoyable and easy read - especially on 

a cold, rainy day! 

  

Alexandra Harper-Williams 

The perfect novel for the beach or for gloomy winter days to conjure 

up some sunshine. Extremely enjoyable read!  

A new apartment complex is opening up in a lovely town in the South of Spain. 

A large number of couples and families have purchased properties in the sun 

and the reader gets to follow their lives as they get settled into their new 

lifestyle.  

Couples range from the newly retired Austen and Anna from Ireland, to the hot-

tempered Texan Sally-Ann and her husband Cal, efficient German designer 

Jutta and her husband Fernando, as well as unpopular Eduardo and wife 

Consuela from Madrid.  

Life’s twists and turns shake up their world and make them re-evaluate what’s 

really important.  

A fast moving novel that keeps the reader enthralled. Almost like little family 

sagas for each couple, the book is warm, interesting and really fun to read.  

 

Alison Bain  

A good summer read with a twist.  

I really enjoyed this book.  An easy summer read set in southern Spain. The 

owners of the newly completed apartment block, La Joya are just getting settled 

in when the Spanish economy begins to collapse and with it their dreams.  A 

retired couple with needy adult children, a property developer whose marriage 



 

is a sham, an ambitious property manager and a Spaniard who was abandoned 

as a child and must prove himself.  I felt at times I was reading a collection of 

short stories but I still enjoyed the book.  More could have been made of the 

characters Jutta and Eduardo.   

 

Pauline Braisher  

I have read quite a few books by Patricia Scanlan so was looking 

forward to reviewing her latest book.  I was not disappointed.  The 

story held my attention throughout. It's another story of friendship and finding 

inner strengths but this time the main characters are older, and with the 

different worries which come with ageing.  However, there are twists and turns 

in the plot, right up to the end of the story.  The action takes place between 

Andalucia, Texas and Ireland although it's Andalucia which takes the starring 

role and it is very vividly described, so you wish that you were there, sharing 

their idyllic lifestyle.  The book is beautifully written, as was to be expected. 

The only slight criticism is that one or two of the characters lacked depth so it 

wasn't possible to either love or hate them.  However, this would not prevent me 

from recommending the book to friends or reading further books by Patricia 

Scanlan. 

 

Angie Rhodes 

The scent from the Orange Blossom is in the air, in a beautiful Spanish Town, La 

Joya de Andalucia a new apartment complex has just opened its gates. One by 

one, the apartments begin to fill, there are the MacDonald's, Austen and Anna. 

Newly retired Eduardo de la Fuenta, a man who thinks he is above everyone 

else and has his sights on becoming El Presidente of the complex's management 

committee.  Jutta Sauer Perez, a sophisticated German who wants to buy and 

live in one of the apartments and  Sally-Ann Connolly Coopers, a fiery Texan 

mother of two, whose husband has affairs and thinks of nobody but himself.   

Friendships will be made and hearts will be broken, as secrets and 

lies come out in the open.  For those missing the wonderful story 

telling of Maeve Binchy, then Patricia Scanlan is who you are 

looking for. 

 

Joy Bosworth  

Fast and fascinating!  



 

This is a really good, warm-hearted story with very believable 

characters. 

At the time of the Irish Tiger, when Ireland's economy was booming an Irish 

couple buy a holiday apartment in Spain.  Spain too is enjoying a building boom 

and people from various nationalities buy properties in the same complex.  

From a Texan couple with an unusual marriage to a staid Spanish pair along 

with the German woman who arranges things - lives become inter-twined. 

Over time circumstances change.  The ideal retirement becomes a frenzy of 

childcare, the property investment results in a financial disaster and for a 

divorced couple the wife's sheer generosity makes all things possible. 

It is thoroughly enjoyable and not at all predictable. From its fascinating details 

of what is needed to create a luxury complex to how life's knocks will affect 

people.  I thoroughly recommend it. 

 

Carolyn Huckfield 

The characters are so realistic we actually feel we have met them. It 

is a wonderful read and can recommend it to anyone who enjoys 

well written and enjoyable novels.  

I am a fan of Patricia Scanlan and I think this must be her best story so far. The 

story is set in a beautiful southern Spanish town, where you can see the lovely 

blue sea and smell the orange blossom in the air. A new apartment block opens 

and we see the new owners and find out what brings them here –is it a happy 

ending or a brave new start?  Anna and Austen MacDonald, an Irish couple, are 

retiring here to enjoy their twilight years together but their family cause them 

so many problems that even their own relationship is threatened. An American 

mother of two buys into the complex to get over her husband’s betrayal. It is 

great to see the unexpected happy ending that awaits her. We also meet a 

German woman who really wants to get into the complex by any means 

possible and the potential villain of the place, Eduardo Sanchez, who is 

determined to control the management committee of the flats. I grew to like 

him, he was quite insecure under all his swagger.  Some of the neighbours build 

friendships that may well last   but   enemies are also made. The complex has 

not been the happy home   that all of them had all looked forward to. 

The characters that have been created come across as so realistic we actually 

feel we have met them. It is a wonderful read and can recommend it to anyone 

who enjoys a well written and enjoyable novel. 



 

Kathryn Whitfield   

A fun read, ideal for holidays.  

I really enjoyed this book, it was a fun easy read, about the lives of some of the 

occupants of an apartment complex in southern Spain. A lot happens in the 

book, with lots of characters there was lots to keep me entertained, this book 

had everything, some sad and some laughter out loud moments. My favourite 

characters were Eduardo de la Fuente, who was a horrible man and his wife, 

their story was so funny. I really liked this book but did wonder if it was for my 

audience and think I would recommend to age group of the mid 40s plus. 

 

Judith Sharp  

Holiday complex brings together various characters with a variety of problems. 

I thought I would try this as I don't usually read this type of book.  It is set in a 

holiday apartment complex and involves various families with problems. 

It was easy to read but seemed to be anti-men.  The women's problems all 

seemed to stem from the men in their lives apart from one.  One thing I would 

say is that I found it easy to identify the characters.  They are introduced well 

and I didn't have to keep checking to see who was who which often happens in 

multi character books.  

I'm sure fans of Patricia Scanlan will enjoy it, it just wasn't my cup 

of tea. 

 

Maz Tucker  

Great book, really easy read, to brighten your winter days, but 

could just as easily become a good holiday book. Once started, you 

will find it hard to put down.  

I really enjoyed this book, and find myself saying, just one more page, and then 

reading for another hour!! 

The characters are well written and I would not like to be on holiday or share a 

complex with some of them. 

The plots delves into the characters’ lives and shows how they all entwine to 

become a community that is not always a good as the weather. 

 



 

Hannah Ward  

I would like to say thank you to Lovereading for sending me this book. I had 

heard of Patricia Scanlan before but never read any of her books. There is a lot 

going on in this book with each chapter as a different person or couple. There 

were some stories I wasn't too keen on but I really enjoyed Anna and Austin's 

story and Sally-Ann and Cal's story. The cover looked amazing and I 

could really imagine myself there in the warmth of the sun. 

 

Jane Pepler  

I was attracted to this title and author as I am a big fan of the late Maeve 

Binchy. This book did not disappoint. I loved it! Having read several 

fairly "heavy" and rather uninspiring books this was just what I needed - light, 

easy to read fiction with a story that kept me turning the pages.  

The book is about a luxurious holiday apartment complex near Malaga, Spain 

and the people who inhabit it. The story concentrates on four main groups of 

characters - Anna and Austen MacDonald, an Irish couple, Sally-Ann Connolly 

Cooper, from Texas, and her errant husband and two teenage daughters, 

Eduardo Sanchez and his wife Consuela, from Madrid, and Jutta Sauer Perez, a 

sophisticated German business woman. 

I enjoyed the way that Patricia Scanlan lay the book out - with different parts 

and chapters. I enjoyed the fact that the story was about the lives of the 

characters both when they were on holiday and when they were at home. There 

was lots of description about the beauty of the area and the luxury of the 

holiday apartments. I also enjoyed the description of how the recession in 

Britain and Ireland affected such developments. There was also some great 

writing about the topic of bereavement. 

This book is a great, easy, holiday or beach read - definitely readable in one go! 

 

Jill Peters 

I loved Orange Blossom Days.   Patricia Scanlan has written about 

characters you can fully relate to.   As a reader you become fully 

immersed in their lives, experiencing the impact both internal family 

and external economy influences have on the individuals. 

The La Joya deAndalucia property in Southern Spain was a dream sell for 

every Spanish Estate Agent.   Potential buyers from around the world were 



 

enamoured and seduced with the lifestyle and surroundings on offer and passed 

over their hard earned money to experience the dream themselves.  You could 

almost be there as Patricia Scanlan describes the character’s purchased 

apartments and their frequent trips of escapism from their home towns and 

lives.    However, as the years move on, these characters encounter challenges at 

home which result in reality encroaching on their dreams.   Other characters in 

the book begin to take advantage of insecurities and hard luck to meet their own 

needs and ambitions.   

Some lovely warm characters and some it is great to read about but you really 

would not wish to deal with them in your own life.  A thoroughly recommended 

read. 

 

Emily Wright   

Definitely more menopause-lit than chick-lit, Orange Blossom Days 

would be best accompanied by a glass of Prosecco, relaxing on a sun 

lounger after a girly gossip with friends. 

When La Joya de Andalucía opens its doors, the proud owners of the luxurious 

apartments hope they will escape their problems whilst enjoying a slice of 

Spanish sunshine. Can La Joya de Andalucía remain a haven as real life 

threatens their halcyon daydreams?  The Spanish sunshine may be sparkling, 

but for me this book felt more evocative of the welcome rays of early springtime. 

This is a distracting holiday read with descriptions of picturesque Spain 

providing a much needed escapist vibe. I found the writing quite comedic at 

times; it was cringeworthy enough to make it enjoyable for all the wrong 

reasons. The characters’ personalities and nuances felt clichéd to me. However, 

these clichés, from Texan Sally-Ann’s southwestern colloquialisms to Consuela’s 

discovery of divine feminine energy, made the characters easy to keep track of. 

The novel is character led as opposed to plot driven, so readers who can relate 

to the lifestyles and emotions of the protagonists will enjoy discovering what 

happens to their favourite.  Unfortunately, I didn’t identify with any of the 

characters, which is a major drawback when reading this kind of novel. 

Orange Blossom Days has the bare bones to be a cracking read; it was just not 

as intriguing as I’d hoped. The unexpected twists at the end, however, were 

surprises that made me glad I persevered. 

 

Edel Waugh 



 

The story is set in beautiful Spain at a new apartment complex called La Joya. 

Here very different couples are drawn to get away from their everyday lives 

back home and relax in the Spanish sun. Each couple come with their own 

emotional baggage and are carefully overlooked by the manager Jutta, a quiet 

and smart woman. The characters and their lives are what kept my flying 

through the pages, I cared what happened to them, especially Anna and Sally-

Ann. Both women are very different with completely different backgrounds but 

their stories gripped me and pulled at my heartstrings. This was a heart-

warming book and I would recommend this to anyone. This is 

definitely one to add to your TBR list!  

 

 

 


