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Sarah Musk  

Rebus is back - retired, but 

unchanged in his ferocious pursuit of 

criminals who disturb the peace in 

his beloved home city of Edinburgh.  

I love Inspector Rebus.  I have really 

enjoyed all Ian Rankin's books featuring 

him and this is no exception.  I know in 

many ways he is formulaic - maverick, 

crafty cop who fights his bosses, drinks, 

smokes, is divorced but I like his humanity, 

his dry sense of humour and his sharp 

intelligence. 

This book introduces a few new people but 

still has Rebus' old adversaries - Big Ger 

Cafferty - and old colleagues - Malcolm Fox 

and Siobhan Clarke.  He is now retired but 

can't stay away from solving a cold murder case from twenty years ago which 

becomes tied up with a present day assault on a local criminal.  The story 

follows pretty similar lines of action to previous books but you can never tire of 

reading how Rebus makes connections, the hunches he follows, the unsavoury 

types he encounters along the way.  Fans of Inspector Rebus will not be 

disappointed by this book - I was relieved to find that he was exactly the 

same. 

‘The Inspector Rebus’ books have done a great service to the city of Edinburgh.  

The city is always vividly described and Ian Rankin has lifted the lid on the 

heart and soul of a great Scottish city.  Rebus would have approved. 

 

  



 

Phylippa Smithson  

With Rankin, the Crime Lords of Edinburgh and an intriguing 

thriller coming together you know it’s going to be good.  Add Rebus 

and perfection is reached.  

So Rebus is retired, only he does not quite see it that way as he masterfully 

orchestrates the seeming separate investigations being undertaken by HMRC 

and Police Scotland.  The former looking into the financial affairs of a crime 

baron who is attacked when returning to his Edinburgh home.  The latter 

looking into the death of a former policeman who is linked to a cold case Rebus 

has taken to re-investigating as an alternative to taking up gardening or 

cooking to fill his days. 

Only Rebus, with no resources nor warrant card, can make progress because 

only Rebus has the wherewithal to wind people up sufficiently to get what he 

needs, whether they like it or not. 

There are so very many thrillers out there but Rankin brings something unique 

and that something is Rebus.  That man is brutally frustrating to those who try 

and work with him – whether personally or professionally.  He cuts the fine line 

between honesty and not! But deep down the author lets us know Rebus cares.  

He is human and despite his exceptional style, his dishonesty is forgivable 

because he is Rebus.  

Thank you Saint Rankin for continuing to bring is the grizzly, 

exasperating and impeccable Rebus.   

 

Edel Waugh 

This is book 21 in the Rebus series which features John Rebus as a now retired 

detective based in Edinburgh. The city is teeming with criminals and law 

breakers right now but it is not the modern crime that is interesting Rebus, no 

he is distracted in his retirement by an old case that won't move out of his head 

while now also being cursed with ill health from his previous diabolical lifestyle. 

I like Rebus, he is very rough about the edges but there is that bit of 

vulnerability to him now that makes him all the more likeable.  

New and old crimes and criminals combine in this book with a woman at the 

helm in the police force in the form of DI Siobhan Clarke who is rightfully taking 

no crap from anyone.  

This is a book to read on your own where it's quiet with no distractions as there 

is a lot of characters and things going on but it is well worth it! A must read 



 

for all Rebus fans. 

 

Mary Chapman 

‘Rather Be The Devil’ is a fabulous book, from the first page to the last it totally 

holds your attention. Rebus is now a retired Police Officer with health problems 

that come up often in the book and felt very real. Ian Rankin's character Rebus 

is just so evocative I couldn't put the book down and did read it in a few days. 

This book is as good as every other Rebus book.  I loved it and having read 

every one of the Rebus books in order it felt just right. I'm being very careful of 

not giving anything away I would hate to spoil the book for others. I have 

enjoyed the relationship Rebus has had with Big Ger Cafferty and lovers of these 

books won't be disappointed as all of the characterisation throughout the book 

from Fox and D I Clarke are as good as ever.  No reader will be 

disappointed in this Rebus book, I loved it. 

 

Marjorie Lacy  

I chose to read this 'Celebratory Rebus story', as it is not my usual reading. Most 

of the people I know are ardent fans, I was not sure what to expect. 

It seemed to begin slowly, and I began to think Rebus was over-rated. As a 

spring can be the beginning of a mighty river, that's how it was with this book. 

Each page I turned gathered pace and excitement.  

I was reading quicker and turning the pages quicker!! It dawned on 

me then, why everybody was reading and talking about Inspector 

Rebus. I was amused by the fact he was a retired, but like all of us, was busier, 

working even harder in his retirement.  

No hesitation in recommending this book to everyone I meet. 

 

Angie Rhodes 

John Rebus is back!  Though he has now retired, there is one case that still 

haunts him, the murder of Maria Turquand.  Beautiful Maria found dead in her 

Hotel room, the same night as a big rock star was staying, and her killer was 

never found. There are bigger problems for the Police now the Big Ger Cafferty 

has settled down and the problem named Darryl Christie who thinks he can take 

Big Ger's crown, has just been attacked for his troubles.  This along with an 

investigation into money laundering, is enough to get the police to ask Rebus for 



 

his help, which he is happy to do, after all, who else will take on Big Ger and live 

to tell the tale??  

Will Rebus solve Maria's murder?  After all he does have time on his hands, even 

when helping his friends… 

 

Kerry Bridges  

Another exciting chase around Edinburgh's streets, as Rebus and Big 

Ger Cafferty play their usual cat and mouse games.  Rebus is like an 

old friend and it's always great to see him back.  

Rebus is retired and supposedly taking things easy but he isn't feeling great and 

has been persuaded to give up cigarettes.  To keep himself occupied he thinks 

back to a murder from years ago when a wealthy socialite was murdered at the 

Caledonian Hotel.  In the meantime, Big Ger Cafferty is also supposed to have 

started to take things easy.  So when his rival, Darryl Christie, is attacked, 

Rebus knows who to go to.  But is this new crime somehow to do with what 

happened years ago?  And how can Rebus investigate when he isn't even on the 

force any more.  As Siobhan Clarke comes to see, being retired isn't slowing him 

down one bit! 

I do enjoy the Rebus novels and this one settles into its normal rhythms in the 

first few paragraphs with Rebus spending a meal out with Deborah Quant 

talking about a cold case murder.  I did think  the series had come to a natural 

end when Rebus retired and, although it is always good to see him, I am not 

entirely sure that even his bullish personality would just allow him to go around 

Edinburgh barging into police stations and interviewing suspects by not 

actually telling them who he is.  Suspending this disbelief though, this is another 

great romp around the city with Rebus, as usual, sticking his nose into 

everyone's business in order to solve both a very new and a very old crime. 

Another rebus novel is always welcome and this one is no different.  I 

thoroughly enjoyed it and will keep reading the novels as long as Ian Rankin is 

prepared to keep on writing them. 

http://iamalwaysreading.wordpress.com/  

 

Alison Burns  

‘Rather Be the Devil’ is the latest in the Rebus series. I came to Rebus late, as I 

was not a crime reader, but as an Edinburgh resident I was persuaded to give 



 

him a try. I am glad I did, I have now read pretty much everything Ian Rankin 

has written about Rebus and have seen him several times in the Edinburgh Book 

Festival talking about the series. 

In this latest book Rebus is starting to feel his age; his health is not so good and 

he is slowing down a bit having found a partner and a wee dog. As he tries to 

live a healthier and quieter lifestyle, he gets drawn in to investigating an old 

murder. A few questions are asked and when things start to go very wrong, 

Rebus gets drawn into working with Siobhan Clarke and Malcolm Fox and the 

old Rebus in back.  

‘Rather Be The Devil’ brings Rebus back into contact with old enemy Cafferty 

and rising gangster Darryl Christie. It also sees him finding common ground 

with and respect for Malcolm Fox, ex member of 'The Complaints' who had 

previously investigated Rebus' professional conduct. 

This is another thoroughly enjoyable tale of the dark side of 

Edinburgh, my home city. The pace is good, the characters as well 

developed as ever and I rattled through it in no time. I look forward to 

seeing what happens to Rebus next, please don't kill him off yet! 

 

Lynda DeFreitas  

Another fantastic Rebus story from Ian Rankin.  

A murder committed nearly forty years ago and never solved still rankles with 

Rebus and although he's now retired he would still like to see the case closed. 

But making enquiries leads to the death of another former policeman turned 

bouncer and opens up a whole new can of worms. 

Financial shenanigans, foreign criminals, rich, aristocratic people who think 

the law is beneath them so they can get away with anything. There is also the 

return of a big man in the city of Edinburgh – someone who used to be top dog 

of the criminal element and thought to be retired too, but he wants to muscle in 

on the action. 

John Rebus, whose methods were never strictly by the book and who is no 

longer a policeman, still wants to make sure those who commit crimes get their 

comeuppance. 

This story follows Rebus and his former colleagues Siobhan Clarke 

and Malcolm Fox through many twists and turns, and yields another 

great book from Ian Rankin.  



 

Glenda Worth  

A welcome return for Rebus who although not in good health and 

feeling his age is still as determined as ever. He walks all over the 

police force doing his own thing as usual!  

Yes he's back! Rebus, the reader’s favourite detective is back in another 

triumph of a novel by Ian Rankin. A cold case is intriguing Rebus, add to 

that gangland murders and money laundering and you have the beginnings of 

a great story.  

Rebus is also battling his own demons, his health is suffering and he is scared of 

the outcome of a shadow on his lung, he is valiantly trying to keep off the booze 

and the cigarettes, but is finding it hard. His poor dog is always around but not 

much attention is paid to him. 

As for Rebus's love life, he is not sure which way that is going, afraid of 

commitment, but needing the love of a good woman at the same time. 

A coming back together of some of the old characters such as Clarke, Fox, Big 

Ger and Christie. 

Great descriptions of Edinburgh and the underground goings on, whilst keeping 

it real with the more human aspects of food consumption, and the usual run ins 

with his acquaintances and friends in the police force.  

I do wonder now that Rebus is showing signs of his age and health, how many 

more escapades he can cope with and whether Mr Rankin will have to either 

retire him completely or let him die peacefully. 

He surely cannot continue walking all over the police force, flouting the rules 

and doing as he likes?  

 

Judith Smith  

Ian Rankin at his best, Rebus carries on being Rebus, but never 

really given up being a police officer.  

This is a thrilling story of the Crime Lords of Edinburgh, an unsolved cold case 

that has haunted Rebus for many years and him bringing his knowledge, 

experience and abrasive personality to the case. Very witty and gritty in 

places, a superb read and not just for Rebus fans.  

 

 



 

Les Wood  

Rebus rolls on; this detective will never grow old and retire. And 

even when trying to become more 'normal' his past will not allow it.  

Well I've lost count of the number of Rebus books I have read but now, with this 

one and for no particular reason other than my personal overkill of this 

character, I am beginning to weary of these novels. 

We have again gangland, an old case that won't go away, old villains, old foes 

(that are never brought to justice) and (another) young pretender. 

The whole book is jam packed with characters; Rebus has a love life, a dog, is a 

non-smoker and now a moderate drinker but the sparkle is gradually wearing 

off. We either need a new character or a plotline that we don't know nor can 

second guess. 

All of that aside, if someone is reading Rebus for the first time this novel is 

packed with descriptions of Edinburgh, goes at a very acceptable pace and feeds 

you information about the characters as though you have just been introduced. 

It's a satisfying novel all round; it's just that it's time for me to try pastures 

anew. 

 


