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Celia Cohen 

A wonderful read that keeps you 

guessing right to the end.  

This is a warning. This book is highly 

addictive. You will NOT be able to put it 

down once you start it. What a superb writer 

Dorothy Koomson is and what a superb book 

she has written. I couldn't wait to find out the 

ending and I would never have guessed it in 

a hundred years. I have read many of her 

books before and I certainly wasn't 

disappointed with this one. 

 

Sarah Musk  

A really, exciting story of an attempted 

murder in a school playground.  Which 

one of the victim's best friends did it!  One of Dorothy Koomson's best 

books so far.  

I couldn't put this book down.  I have read a few Dorothy Koomson books and 

she tells a really good tale.  This one is one of her best.   

It involves the vicious assault of a popular parent at a private school in 

Brighton.  She is alive in a coma - but who did it?  Her three best friends all have 

a motive and the book keeps you gripped from beginning to end.  Everybody has 

a secret and tantalising clues are fed slowly out as the story progresses - I could 

not guess what was going on and I am not usually slow in working out crime 

plots. 

When you have had young children it is easy to recognise the social life of a 

middle-class youngish mum and the intense friendships they form.  This is 

portrayed very well in the book - the playground politics, invitations to coffee, 



 

children's playdates and most of all, the confidences exchanged between women 

who have not actually known each other for all that long. 

As you start to discover their secrets and past lives, the tension builds up into a 

thrilling climax centred round the beach hut they regularly meet in and the 

school.  The final paragraph is one of the most chilling I have ever 

read.   

A word of warning, if you have young school-age children - be careful who you 

befriend in the playground!  

 

Kathy Howell  

This is another engaging and well written book by this author. I had 

read and enjoyed ‘The Ice Cream Girls’ and was looking forward to 

reading this new novel. I was not disappointed at all. 

Cece and her husband have moved to Brighton for his job and she has enrolled 

her youngest children, twin boys, into a local private school where a mother 

was attacked and is in hospital in a coma. At first Cece finds it difficult to make 

friends but as her boys settle into school she comes to becomes friendly with a 

group of mothers who were close to the injured woman. 

Each of the women, including Cece, has something to hide, and as the story 

progresses their past stories are told. Cece is approached by a former lover to 

help the Police discover who attacked the woman. She uncovers reasons that 

any one of them could have done it, but remains convinced that they are not 

guilty. 

She follows her instincts and information that she has found, but the guilty 

party is not the person that she had expected and her investigations put her own 

children in danger. 

I really enjoyed this book and will return to this author again. 

 

Elisabeth Thomas 

Cece Solarin is new to Brighton having moved there after her husband got a 

promotion at work. They enrol their children into the local school – Plummer 

Preparatory School and Cece hopes that she will be able to make friends with 

the other mums at the school gate.  

Three weeks earlier a terrible incident occurred at the school- Yvonne the 

mother of one of the pupils was attacked and left for dead in the school 



 

playground and her three friends Anya, Hazel and Maxie have something to 

hide. 

Cece is unaware of this incident until her children start at the school but as she 

is drawn into the mystery she reluctantly agrees to find out which of Yvonne's 

three friends could possibly have had any reason to attack her. As the secrets of 

past lives come spilling out it is impossible to work out who has the most to gain 

from attacking Yvonne. 

The pace at which this book moves keeps you hooked from beginning to end, 

twisting and turning, with more and more secrets being revealed until the twist 

at the end leaves you astounded.  

A book that I would highly recommend for all fans of her previous 

books and also fans of Liane Moriarty and Nicola Moriarty. A truly 

excellent and enjoyable read – do not go on holiday without this summer. 

https://www.facebook.com/ListheBookworm/ 

   

Cheryl Kinney  

Secrets & Friendship!   

I have read several of Dorothy Koomson's books, and they have never 

disappointed. The Friend, is the latest one and is a gripping read about secrets 

and how hiding these from friends can break the relationships down. 

The main thread of the story is about a woman being attacked and how her 

friends were involved with her. As the story progressed the woman who was 

attacked became more and more unlikeable! She was a nasty woman who was 

horrible to people she called friends.   

This made it difficult to work out who had attacked her and the twist at the end, 

I never saw coming!  

Loved how the chapter flicked between the past and present giving glimpses 

into the characters past.  

Really enjoyed this book and would recommend it to fans old and 

new!  

You can follow Cheryl on Twitter: @cheryl_bookworm  

 

 



 

Karen  

‘The Friend’ is a story of drama and suspense that may possibly make you look 

at your own friends in a different light and ask whether we ever really know 

them?  

The story begins with Cece and her three children joining her husband Sol in 

Brighton. The children find adjusting to their new life a lot easier than Cece - she 

struggles to make new friends and feels rather isolated but when fellow school 

mums, Maxie, Hazel and Anaya take her under their wing, she is delighted.  

However the story takes a darker turn when she discovers that these three 

women were all friends with Yvonne, a mother who was recently attacked at the 

school and left in a coma.  All three women are clearly hiding something – but 

do they have any connection to the attack on Yvonne.  

A face from the past brings trouble for Cece and reluctantly she is forced to turn 

detective however what she discovers could end even the most longstanding of 

friendships, let alone fledging ones.  It seemed that everyone is this story has 

secrets which if discovered could be devastating. 

This was an excellent read. It had pace, drama, suspense and great 

characterisation and once I got into it was a book that I couldn’t put 

down. Do we ever really know everything about our friends?  Sometimes you 

should! 

If you enjoyed ‘Big Little Lies’ by Liane Moriarty then I recommend you try this 

one.  

www.myreadingcorner.co.uk 

 

Samantha Lewis  

This book was amazing and I was gripped from the start! Definitely 

for fans of ‘Big Little Lies’ as the story is on a similar thread.  I 

cannot recommend it enough and have been telling everyone about 

it!! 

The story tells of a group of women that are brought together through the 

school run and throughout the book slowly unravels the secrets each of them so 

desperately hide. Cece moves to Brighton from London and has to move her 

whole family there due to her husband’s work. He is seeming distant which 

unsettles her somewhat and when she finds out that there has been an 

attempted murder on one of the parents, she starts to question whether this is 

the right place to be bringing up her children. The story then unravels and 



 

twists as each of the women's tales are revealed. This was a fabulous book.   

 

Carol Peace 

What lengths will you go to safeguard your children?  

Cece Solarin has followed her husband to Brighton where he has moved due to 

work promotions, she is very apprehensive as she knows no one there and she 

has had to give up her job for the move. Cece has taken her two boys to their 

new school and feels that everyone is looking at her as she is the 'new' mum at 

the school gate. She already feels bad as her oldest child 'Harmony' has had to 

go off to school herself because her husband didn't take the time to be there. Cece 

finds out that three weeks earlier one of the parents was almost murdered and 

she is worried about her children's safety but she meets a nice group of women 

who befriend her.  She finds herself thrown into the middle of the mystery of 

who harmed Yvonne and realised they all have secrets they would rather not 

come out in the open. This is a fast paced mystery and I could empathise with 

Cece standing at the school gates for the first time. How do you know if the 

friends you were making had just tried to kill another parent? You just have to 

find out for yourself and as Cece trained to be a police officer she was in the best 

position but would she really look at it rationally or as a mother safeguarding 

her children? This was a great book and had me guessing until the 

very end.  

Thank you to https://www.lovereading.co.uk/ for my copy of the book.  

https://www.goodreads.com/review/show/1985541812 

 

Joy Bosworth  

Although not as fascinating as her last, this is a good Koomson novel, we 

are given hints so can hazard a guess whodunit but for every piece of 

enlightenment another piece of condemning evidence points to one of the group, 

all of whom have secrets and hang-ups. I still can't decide if I like any of the 

women. 

I would just decide to stretch the five minutes to ten before leaving off an unput-

downable section when we jump to a different character in a different time.  So 

frustrating. 

 

Vicky-Leigh Sayer 



 

We all have a friend like Yvonne, but what do we do when they go 

too far? Another gripping novel from Dorothy Koomson.  

CeCe Solarin is a newcomer to Brighton. Her husband has a fancy new job and 

her twins have just been enrolled in to the posh local prep school despite CeCe's 

principles and protestations. Little does she know that she has every right to be 

concerned about her choice of School. 

Three weeks before the Solarin's arrival in Brighton local parent Yvonne was 

found brutally attacked and left for dead within the school grounds. Now in a 

coma, her three best friends are all studiously avoiding Yvonne's husband as 

they know he will ask them questions about the night she was attacked. 

The truth is although all three of them are adamant they didn't attack her, they 

all know something about that night, and they all have something to hide. CeCe 

who knows nothing of what has happened previously is slowly integrated into 

the friends group. They make her feel welcome, and reassure her about her 

move. When CeCe discovers that the local Police believe one of her new friends 

could have something to do with Yvonne's attempted murder she is horrified. 

But she doesn't believe that any of them are capable of such a crime, and so she 

begins her own investigation. It turns out that we all have that one friend like 

Yvonne, someone we think we know until it is too late to detach ourselves from 

them. 

Did Yvonne tip one of her friends over the edge, or did someone else have 

grudge to settle? 

www.thewelshlibrarian.blogspot.co.uk 

 

Nicola Cooper  

Another page turner from Dorothy Koomson.  Highly recommended.   

I love Dorothy Koomson and was thrilled to get the opportunity to review this 

book.  She never fails to disappoint and this was no exception.  This was the 

story of friendship, trust and betrayal between four friends Yvonne, Hazel, 

Maxie and Anaya who live in Brighton.     

When Yvonne is found injured and left for dead, each of her friends becomes a 

suspect.  I loved the way that each chapter revolved around each friend 

alternately and went back to before the incident and present day, keeping you 

guessing all the way through.  At first I thought it would be a bit difficult to keep 

track but it only made it more interesting and left me wanting to read on.  Cece 



 

Solarin then moves to the area and is welcomed into the circle of friends.  When 

hearing about the incident she is determined to uncover the truth.  Highly 

recommended, Dorothy Koomson never fails to disappoint.  Can't wait for the 

next one.  

 

Alexandra Harper-Williams 

Prepare for an exciting, gripping read. You won’t want to put this 

book down!  

Cece Solarin reluctantly moves from London to Brighton with her husband and 

her three children. But the new neighbourhood isn’t what she expected. At her 

boys’ new school, the popular Yvonne was nearly killed just a few weeks ago.  

Cece forms friendships with three very different Mums and in the process gets 

entangled into solving the crime.  

I thoroughly enjoyed reading this novel and really look forward to reading 

more by the author. I couldn’t wait to find out what was going to happen next 

and how everything was going to be resolved. Perfect holiday reading for me!  

 

Tanya Thurling  

I haven't read a single book by Dorothy Koomson I have not enjoyed. 

And that includes this one. She's just brilliant! 

So this time we've got the story of Cece Solaris, who after her husband gets 

promotes, finds herself moving to Brighton.  

After enrolling her children in a new school she later finds out that one of the 

parents, Yvonne, was almost murdered in the grounds of the school three weeks 

earlier, and is currently in a coma. What kind of a place has she moved to??  

She ends up making friends with three other mums, Maxie, Hazel and Anaya. 

Who whilst obviously having problems of their own and clearly hiding 

something, make Cece feel welcome and bring her some semblance of normality. 

That is until her ex, a policeman, shows up one day and tells her that her friends 

may have been involved in Yvonne's attempted murder and asks for her help to 

spy on her friends and gather information. Although reluctant to do so, she has 

to find out the truth, and keep her own family safe, so what choice does she have 

really? 

The story is mostly told by the three friends and Cece. It goes back and forth 

between past and present, giving you tiny glimpses of what happened in the run 



 

up to 'that night' from everybody's perspective and snippets of what their lives 

are truly like and what has happened to them to get them where they are now. 

The three friends aren't the only ones with secrets and lies. Cece herself is 

battling a fair few.  

But who did it? And were they justified? Have you ever had a friend who 

appears to be the perfect friend but really they're toxic? What if that person was 

doing everything in their power to make your life a misery and blackmail you 

into doing things you don't want to? Would you do whatever you could to stop 

them? Or would you give in and do as they say just to stop your life from 

crashing down? If you’re after a really light thriller (I mean there's no blood 

and gore, or bloodthirsty psychopaths in here, but there's definitely the who 

dunnit element mixed with mystery and twists) then this could be just the book 

for you. I would definitely recommend this book (or any of her books actually) 

 

Tracey Copeland 

When I received this to review I was excited as I have read all of Dorothy's 

books and although in the most part enjoyed all of them one stands out for me – 

‘The Ice Cream Girls’. 

I was not disappointed - this book was very easy to get into and read about Cece 

and her family - having moved to Brighton and trying to integrate into the 

community.  Previously to Cece's arrival a young lady called Yvonne had been 

attacked in the local school, which of course was very concerning as Cece's 

children would be going there too.     

Cece's soon makes friends with Anaya, Hazel and Maxie - and like most of us 

feel so happy to be involved with new families and friends - life goes on but with 

the investigation taking place of the attack on Yvonne, everyone is under 

suspicion - including Cece's new friends.    

Made me think how we so trust our friends, and friends do not judge us - but 

Cece had to find out the truth for herself.   I was so surprised at the outcome - I 

will not spoil it but I think most readers will be surprised.   Another 

good read from Dorothy. 

 

Alfred Nobile  

Omg, what a read!  

I received this book as an ARC for an honest review. 



 

This was a superb read. You are kept guessing and when you think you have it 

sussed the proverbial curve ball is thrown. 

Four friends Yvonne, Maxie, Anaya and Hazel discover that their friendship is 

less than perfect when Yvonne is badly beaten and left for dead in the school 

playground.  

Into this situation comes Cece, who after her husband's promotion and keen to 

make friends meets Maxie, Anaya and Hazel at the school their children attend. 

She is made welcome by these three very different women.  

Cece later finds that the police believe that her new friends may have had 

something to do with her attack and becomes a reluctant spy.  

In trying to uncover the potential murderer we find that all the main characters 

have skeletons in their cupboards.  

The writing is of a superb quality and all characters are well 

rounded. A plot driven book that will keep the reader turning the 

pages furiously and racing to a satisfying conclusion. 

If you decide to pick up this book you will not be disappointed. Read it! Thanks 

to lovereading for the ARC. 

 

Edel Waugh 

The book starts after a serious accident has happened. The book is separated 

into sections each one dedicated to each individual woman involved and we see 

the story unfold through each of the ladies eyes. The focus of the story is about 

one women in the group that was essentially the leader of their group, the 

ultimate "Mean Girl”!  

We don't find out for a long time what exactly has happened or why, but after 

seeing the backstory of these women's lives and their relationship with this one 

woman, it gives a darkness to the plot as each woman has her own issues and 

secrets that they don't want known or used against them. I am a big fan of this 

author and this book does not disappoint. Mystery, intrigue and well 

written characters made this impossible to put down so I had to 

ignore all housework until I finished it. It was terrific! 

 

Rebecca Cockeram 

A long and slow book, I struggled to care about this book, and didn't like the 

way it was written.   



 

This book is about Cece moving to a new neighbourhood because of her 

husband’s job, however the neighbourhood is not as nice as they think as a 

fellow parent has been brutally attacked and left for dead.  

I found this book slow and hard going. It felt forced for me and wasn't a page 

turner. Very quickly I realised that I didn't care. I didn't care about any of the 

characters, or the whole who done it. I didn't like any of the characters and 

didn't emote with the book. 

I found the book laboured and a chore to read. 


