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Sarah Jones 

Intriguing, compelling and moreish! 

Be prepared to not move until you've 

read cover to cover!  

Ellie Mack disappeared when she was 

fifteen, leaving her mother broken. Ten 

years later Laurel Mack is still devastated 

but starting to live again. She falls for the 

charismatic and enigmatic Floyd, but is 

taken aback to meet Poppy, his nine year 

old daughter, who is the spitting image of 

Ellie. All of Laurel's memories are brought 

to the surface and she becomes even more 

desperate to find out what happened to her 

precious daughter. 

I absolutely devoured this book and stayed 

up late until I had finished it because I just 

needed to know what had happened. There 

were a number of plot twists which I guessed but the story was so engaging that 

it didn't matter. All of the characters were incredibly well written and utterly 

engrossing, which made the whole plot even more emotional. The narrative 

switched between a number of different characters and times allowing the 

reader to build a full picture slowly. This made it all the more intriguing and 

moreish. Completely fantastic! 

  

Nicola Edwards  

Extremely well-written characters, lots of suspense and twists – a 

very highly recommended read.  

I was drawn into this book incredibly quickly, due to the style of writing and the 

suspense the author creates. Fifteen year old Ellie disappears on her way to the 



 

library leaving her family completely distraught. Her mother Laurel is 

convinced that her daughter isn’t hasn’t run away, but doesn’t have any idea 

where she could have gone. 

Years go by and still there is no sign of Ellie despite the police investigations. 

Meanwhile, Ellie’s family is destroyed by her disappearance and her parents 

split up. One day, Laurel meets this handsome man in a local café and they soon 

begin a relationship. All is well until Laurel meets his daughter who looks very 

similar to Ellie… This brings back a lot of questions and really gets her thinking 

about what did happen to Ellie that day. 

At this point, I thought I had the ending figured out, but wow I was in a surprise 

and a roller coaster ride. I just couldn’t put the book down and was 

completely absorbed until the very last word. I definitely can’t wait to 

read some more of Lisa Jewell’s books. 

 

Phylippa Smithson 

No wonder Lisa Jewell is such a popular author – this is a tremendously 

engaging story of family, blind devotion, devastating loss and 

discovery.  

Ellie is the youngest daughter of Paul and Laurel and at 15 is somewhat of a 

favourite given her loving nature, her commitment to her studies and her fun.  

But when Ellie disappears this becomes a story of exceptional things happening 

to normal families. 

Laurel is devastated.  Totally loses her sense of purpose and the result is not just 

a loss of her own self but also the loss of herself as a parent and a wife.  The 

marriages ends.  Her children take the first opportunity to leave home when 

they are old enough.   

Ellie’s disappearance is at best a result of her running away but when her body 

is found 10 years later, all Laurel’s worst fears are realised.  But what 

happened? 

When Laurel meets Floyd she enters his life and those of his two children from 

separate relationships.  And it is Poppy, his youngest, who brings to the fore the 

child she has lost – they look alike, they have similar personalities.  It is almost 

as if Ellie has been resurrected from the grave.  And when she learns that the 

mother of Poppy is a former tutor who had been engaged to help Ellie pass her 

GCSE maths exam she begins to unravel the circumstances that so shattered her 

life. 



 

Total fiction but totally compelling.   

 

Elisabeth Thomas  

An amazing read which will keep you hooked until the end…perfect 

holiday read (or ANYTIME read).   

Ellie is 15 years old when she disappears one day just before her GCSE’s are due 

to start. She is a bright student predicted to get the top grades so everyone 

thinks initially thinks that she has disappeared of her own free will when in 

reality more sinister forces are at work.  

Ten years later and Ellie’s mum Laurel is struggling to move on with her life 

still has a strained and difficult relationship with her other daughter Hanna. 

One day, sitting in a café, Laurel is approached by a stranger by the name of 

Lloyd. A relationship between the two of them develops and soon she is being 

introduced to Lloyds daughter Poppy – who coincidentally is the spitting image 

of Ellie. When she just thought she was getting over Ellie all the unanswered 

questions over her death and the years immediately after come flooding back. 

Told from the point of view of the main characters Ellie, Laurel, Noelle and 

Lloyd this book is an amazing read which will keep you hooked until the 

end…perfect holiday read (or ANYTIME read). The only problem is that you will 

need to keep your next book handy as you will finish this one so quickly as it is 

so good.  

Again Lisa Jewell does not disappoint!  

 

Lucy Hall  

I couldn't put it down and over the last 25 pages my emotions were 

all over the place, I was in tears on the last page - what an ending!   

I was so excited to receive a copy of Lisa Jewells newest book as I am a huge 

fan. 

I wasn't sure what to expect from 'Then she was gone' however by the second 

chapter I was hooked!! I really like the way that the book changed between the 

different characters narrative... there were points in the book that I thought this 

is so obvious however I was close but not 100% correct!  

I finished this book in 2 days, I couldn't put it down and over the last 25 pages 

my emotions were all over the place, I was in tears on the last page - what an 

ending!  



 

 

Kath Martin 

It was lovely to receive a copy of Lisa's book in the post, and a quick glance at 

the first couple of pages was enough to get me absolutely hooked.   

I have to say, my life was put on hold for a couple of days as I could 

not put it down!  I absolutely loved it.  At first I found it a bit weird, as I 

have a daughter called Ellie & my husband is Paul......but got over that pretty 

quickly.  Loved the characters and wasn't sure who to trust.    Loved the short 

chapters as it kept me wanting to 'just read one more' before going to sleep.  I 

did have the feeling that I wasn't 'connected' to some of the characters and 

although I thoroughly enjoyed the book, it didn't touch me emotionally - until 

the very last couple of pages, when I cried like a baby! 

 

Judith Waring 

Oh wow!!!!! What an enjoyable book! I devoured it as quickly as I could 

although work unfortunately got in the way, lol.  

I had read the author's Acknowledgements page at the start and my interest 

was immediately piqued when Lisa Jewell described querying whether the 

storyline was 'brilliantly bizarre or just bizarre ?' and I was really intrigued as 

to what sort of storyline could have triggered such a thought ?! 

This story is a real page turner; you take Lauren to your heart at the 

devastating anguish of a mother tragically losing a child, a loss which hasn't 

had closure because there is no reason and no explanation as to how or why 

Ellie disappeared, an awful loss that has also ripped her marriage apart and 

alienated her from her eldest daughter. 

But then we share Lauren's excitement at meeting Floyd, that tummy-tingling 

nervousness at having a new man in her life, the wakened awareness of herself 

as an attractive woman dressing up and doing her makeup, going out to dine, 

the developing attraction to this new man in her life, and then she meets his 

daughter Poppy who looks so like Ellie....and that little question is planted in her 

head which then never goes away.... 

From an almost light-hearted start this novel then descends into a very darkly 

written one indeed as we are gradually introduced to the other characters in the 

book, their own side of the story and the explanation about Ellie's 

disappearance.  



 

I have to admit it does almost become a 'What ??!!' situation as the chapters 

flow beneath your fingers and the reader eventually uncovers the horrendous 

truth. It kept me guessing throughout. 

This storyline IS bizarre, no doubt about it (!) but it is one which is 

brilliantly written, deeply engrossing and it consumed me 

completely from start to finish - I loved it !!!!! 

Many thanks for giving me the chance to read this book - it's already 

earmarked to be passed on to my mum when I see her in August :-)  

 

Clare H  

Got lost in this book, finished it in two days! 

Couldn't put it down. I read 100 pages in an hour while my baby was napping. 

I've read a few of Lisa Jewell's  books before and always liked them. She had 

defo crossed over well from romance to thrillers. I didn't think I would like it or 

it would be as good as it was. The story kept me guessing throughout most of 

the book... with little clues here and there finally leading up to the big mystery. 

Which I had kinda guessed tbh. 

I don't always read thrillers but I would defo read one of Lisa 

Jewell's again.  

 

Beverley Davenport  

Told from several perspectives by different characters within the plot, the story 

is woven together seamlessly as the mystery of 15 year old Ellie's 

disappearances unfolds.  

An interesting story about a young girl, Ellie aged 15, who goes missing. Told 

from several perspectives by different characters within the plot. I found the 

story itself to be intriguing and it was woven together seamlessly as the mystery 

was unfolded by Laurel the bereft mother and a number of people involved in 

her life and Ellie’s disappearance. Precious Poppy, the precocious child of 

Laurel’s new boyfriend, brings Laurel back to face the nightmare of losing Ellie 

10 years earlier, just when she was beginning to put some semblance of her life 

back together again. Poppy’s uncanny likeness to Ellie triggering memories 

both happy and sad. Laurel’s boyfriend, Floyd, helps her to believe that life can 

be worth living and can still hold some joy and happiness despite her 

unbearable loss, but as Laurel grows closer to him, she begins to question 



 

Floyd’s past and his intentions.  

The revelations are haunting, shocking but horrifyingly believable. 

It was a book that I wanted to continue reading to the end, the plot 

being intriguing and clever enough to hold my interest and 

attention. However, I would have liked there to be more depth to the main 

characters, a better insight into what they were feeling, thinking and 

experiencing. I feel that Jewell failed to let me get under their skin and into their 

minds and they didn’t quite come to life for me I’m afraid. 

 

Edel Waugh 

This was one of those stories that as soon as you finish reading it you instantly 

start recommending it to your friends because you know no matter what type of 

genre they are interested in they will really enjoy this. It was SO good, I just 

keep thinking back over it since I finished it.  A teenage girl goes missing and 

someone knows what happened but they have their own sick intentions and 

reasons to keep her whereabouts secret. This story just kept upping the 

surprises and levels of which the sick of mind could lower themselves further. 

The story is told from the perspective of a few people and I loved that! Seeing 

the events from opposite sides of those involved was deeply disturbing and 

heartbreaking, my heart went out to Ellie and her mother , and I felt a certain 

amount of respect for Floyd who took an unusual situation and gave it a very 

satisfying conclusion . I loved this book! I can't praise it enough. 

Everyone should pick this one up and plan a late night reading 

session. 


