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Angie Rhodes 
 
Eleanor Flood is feeling a little bit down in 
the dumps, yes she is happily married to Joe 
a doctor (and a very good one, thank you 
very much), is a mum to Timby (the reason 
he is called Timby will come clear), but 
Eleanor wants to change. 
One bright morning, she decides she is going 
to change, become a new nicer version of 
herself, go to Yoga classes, take an interest 
in why Timby has started to wear eye 
shadow to school, is it because he wants 
attention, and what the heck is Joe up to? 
Poor Eleanor, just when she has given up 
swearing, and thinks she is FINALLY 
getting somewhere, becoming a nicer 
Eleanor, life throws a curve ball into her 
already weird life,and the curve ball is a 
graphic memoir The Flood Sisters, one she 
thought was well hidden, and it was until he 

appeared. That someone who knows about her past and the sister she never 
speaks about. I laughed out loud, and yes empathised with Eleanor, as 
most women will, it is a little sad, very funny and oh so true to life. 
 
 
Reba Khatun  
 
Maria Semple has done it again with ‘Today will be different’. She's written 
another brilliant funny book about a slightly crazy woman we would probably 
cross the street to avoid. Eleanor Flood wakes up convinced that today will be 
different. She will interact with strangers, spend time with her son and 
husband. She will shower, dress and radiate calm. However, things go horribly 
wrong and Eleanor's simple plans for the day turn into utter chaos. As I read 
more of the book I took a liking to Eleanor. She's just an ordinary mum 



 

trying to get through day-to-day life with as little damage as 
possible.  This book is a great read with an unexpected ending.    
 
 
Emma Smith  
 
Eleanor Flood promises herself that today will be different. She will keep it 
together, make an effort and generally be the best person she can be. That 
doesn't go to plan at all, and that's probably because Eleanor is not a nice 
person. She is irritating, irrational and self-absorbed.  
 
The book focuses on one day in particular with flashbacks to her childhood and 
the key moments that shaped her. I felt sorry for her to begin with, but as the 
book went on I struggled to keep up with the rambling style. Although I couldn't 
stand the woman, I still had to keep reading. The chatty, down to earth 
style worked most of the time with a few lough out loud moments. 
 
The flashbacks to the past were the most interesting part the book. Learning 
about the sadness in her life made Eleanor a little more understood. We all have 
those days where things don't really go to plan, but she shows a complete lack of 
self-control and does nothing to help herself. I struggled to like her, particularly 
towards the end, and felt the events experienced were taken too far.  
 
https://mrsredsreviews.com/2016/10/01/today-will-be-different-by-maria-
semple/ 
  
 
Edel Waugh   
 
I was so excited to read this book from the same author of ‘Where'd You Go 
Bernadette’, and I am thrilled to say it was very good! The book centres around 
one family, mother Eleanor, husband Joe, and son Timby. All three of these 
people have their own troubles and are struggling a bit as a family unit. It felt 
like any moment the wheels would come off and they would all come crashing 
down. People are complex beings and the story showed us that, as well as 
showing us the importance of having people there for us that we trust at 
crossroads in our lives. I especially enjoyed the graphic novel section of 
the book, it was beautiful, and added another dimension to these 
characters story. I recommend this to all fans of "Where'd You Go 
Bernadette".    
 
http://edelwaugh.blogspot.co.uk/2016/10/today-will-be-different-by-maria-
semple.html 
   
 
 
 



 

Reba Khatun  
 
As I read more of the book I took a liking to Eleanor.  This book is a 
great read with an unexpected ending.   
 
Maria Semple has done it again with ‘Today will be different’. She's written 
another brilliant funny book about a slightly crazy woman we would probably 
cross the street to avoid. Eleanor Flood wakes up convinced that today will be 
different. She will interact with strangers, spend time with her son and 
husband. She will shower, dress and radiate calm. However, things go horribly 
wrong and Eleanor's simple plans for the day turn into utter chaos.  
 
As I read more of the book I took a liking to Eleanor. She's just an ordinary 
mum trying to get through day-to-day life with as little damage as possible.  
 
This book is a great read with an unexpected ending.  
 
 
Julie Evans    

Disappointing after reading such rave reviews.  I just could not 
grasp the storyline around Eleanor Flood, Timby and Joe.  

Today Will Be Different - the first book that I have read by Maria Semple.  Great 
reviews so I was expecting a good read all about Eleanor Flood, her son Timby 
and husband Joe.  From the first chapter I was so disappointed with this book, I 
really could not get into either the characters or the storyline.  The chapters 
seemed to skit from one event to another without notice so that I had to keep re-
reading paragraphs to keep control of what was going on.  Maybe if I re-read 
the book from cover to cover again I would appreciate the storyline more and 
really understand what Eleanor Flood is all about!  So unfortunately for me not 
a page turner but a book I could put down and not bother about picking up 
again.  

 

Gill Dally-Fitzsimons  

The daily mantra of ever woman in the world..."Today Will Be 
Different" - a funny, insightful book, a great read!  

This is a day in the life of Eleanor, when her day starts she decides that today 
will be different, today will be better.  However as we all know fate and life deal 
us hand very different to our plans.  This is a great read with lots of great 
characters I especially liked her son Timby and as fascinated by her brother-in-
law, Bucky.   

 



 

If you are a fan of blogs such as ‘Part Time Working Mummy’, ‘Totes 
Inappropes’ and ‘Eeh Bah Mum’ you will definitely love this book. This slightly 
off the wall book is a great reality check that however hard we try to be the best 
mum or wife we can...Life happens.  

 
 
  
 


