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Sabine Little  

It feels wrong to say “I enjoyed it” - 

maybe it is more correct to say “I 

cherished it, it is very well written, 

and I hope many more people will 

read it, too, because it is very much 

worth reading”.  

As an author, whenever you write a 

fictional story that involves historical 

events, there is the issue about how much 

background to provide, how to ensure 

that those too young to remember have 

enough information to connect with the 

story, without distracting from the plot. 

In my view, this is even harder when the 

historical context is fairly recent, 

embedded in people’s memories, still raw, 

still hurting. Ausma Zehanat Khan 

sensitively weaves history and fiction, not shying away from graphic detail, but 

not sensationalising or exploiting them, either. This is much more than a crime 

novel, real data and accounts introduced throughout the book, and fully 

referenced at the end. It is a book where it feels wrong to say “I enjoyed it”, so 

maybe it is more correct to say “I cherished it, it is very well written, and I hope 

many more people will read it, too, because it is very much worth reading.  

 

Phylippa Smithson  

The genocide of WW2 is a popular story line in faction - it is rare to 

read a factional account of the crimes in Bosnia.  This is a 

compelling mystery about those Bosnian crimes.  

Detective Rachel Getty and her boss Detective Khattak are part of the 

Community Policing Section.  Khattak because he himself comes from an ethnic 



 

background and is deemed more suitable for dealing with cases associated with 

cultural differences.  He recruits Rachel who, like him, has lost favour with 

heads of their previous squads due to alleged failings in their duties. 

When Chris Drayton’s body is found at the bottom of a cliff, Khattak gets a call 

from Major Crimes to investigate.  Why becomes apparent as the two determine 

that the apparent suicide is in fact murder.  But who is responsible?  Is it the 

woman Drayton was to marry who is motivated by a desperate desire to claim 

his money?  Is it the x-husband of the bride-to-be who wants to reclaim the 

parenting of their children full time?  Or is there something in Dayton’s past 

that may be the cause? 

What becomes obvious is that Drayton is not the man he claimed to be.  And 

there are those that know this and they are living in the immediacy of his home 

environment. 

Truly an absorbing story enhanced by the fact that the author based many of 

the characters and story lines on those who survived the Srebrenica Massacre. 

  

Margaret Freeman  

A powerful and thought provoking story.  

The harrowing account of the atrocities of Srebrenica in 1995 and the search for 

justice forms the basis of this intriguing novel. Extracts from statements and 

reports from survivors of the massacre head each chapter, giving voice to the 

'unquiet dead'. These are immensely powerful and drive the novel. Alongside 

that is the investigation by detectives Esa Khattak and Rachel Getty into the 

death of Christopher Drayton who fell from the heights of the Scarborough 

Bluffs. Was it suicide, or an accident? Or was he pushed -and if so, who pushed 

him and why? 

This is Ausma Zehanat Khan's debut novel but at times events in the past lives of 

the characters are referred to without much explanation and I felt I must have 

missed an earlier novel. For me, the investigation into Drayton's death is the 

weaker part of the book. I think Rachel is the most convincing character, with 

Esa more of a shadowy personality, seemingly easily influenced by the women 

he meets. The other characters and there are a lot, aren't particularly well-

drawn and some are really just caricatures. 

But these criticisms aside I think it is a powerful and thought provoking story 

that brought home to me the devastating and heart breaking horrors of the 

Srebrenica massacre of 8,000 Bosnian Muslims.  
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Sheila Dale  

This book is very well written and very disturbing, a reminder of the 

horrors of war and how the innocent suffer for decisions completely 

outside their control.  

This book is very well written and very disturbing, a reminder of the horrors of 

war and how the innocent suffer for decisions completely outside their control. I 

wasn't sure that I would like this book but the writing is so good that it draws 

the reader along to see what will happen next. 

The 2 central themes, a police investigation into a possible murder and the war 

in Bosnia draw together well and I enjoyed the main characters in the book 

although for a debut novel there seemed to be a lot of back story that was not 

fully explained.  

Certainly not your standard murder story but I recommend it as a book 

everyone should read to gain a fuller understanding of events that took place at 

that time. 

  

Sarah Musk  

This book is difficult to read at times but you must read it.  A story 

about a war criminal, it portrays the inhumanity of genocide and 

how terrible it is to not know the fate of missing families.  

At times I found this book hard to read but I am so glad I read it.  We know so 

much about the Second World War acts of genocide but not so much about the 

break up of Yugoslavia in the nineties and the visceral hatred it unleashed.  This 

book is set in present time about an escaped war criminal from those terrible 

times. He lives an apparently 'normal' life but his depraved nature and tastes 

have surfaced Esa Khattak and Rachel Getty - the two detectives in charge of 

the case - both have their own problems - one to do with a missing family 

member - but they work well together.  The characters in the book are well 

formed - some not so believable - a female in the book is almost a caricature - 

but mainly they seem to be balanced, thoughtful cultured people  As the story 

unfolds, however, all is not as it seems. 

I liked the flashbacks to the war and the situation of the refugees.  As the 

situation deteriorates the terror for their families is heartbreakingly portrayed. 



 

. The book demonstrates love for family and how terrible it is to be alone in the 

world.  The book ends with a moral dilemma about rough justice and bitter 

revenge - how can right and wrong exist in a war where such brutal 

inhumanity exists.    

  

Ed Robson  

‘The Unquiet Dead’ is an impressive debut that approaches the crime 

thriller from an interesting new angle. Khan is clearly someone to 

watch!  

The plot revolves around the suspicious death of a man who may have been 

living under a false identity in Canada, having participated in the massacre of 

Bosnian Muslims in the 1990s conflict. Throughout the book, Khan makes 

reference to the faith of both those killed in the massacre and the policeman 

charged with the investigation, without this ever becoming heavy-handed: 

indeed, the explorations of Islamic faith and values are one of the real strengths 

of this book. Each chapter starts with a quote, mainly testimony from survivors 

of the Srebrenica Massacre. Whilst on one level these are a distraction, the 

explanatory notes help clarify an aspect of a conflict that I, for one, have always 

found complex and confusing. 

In terms of characterisation, the two detectives make an interesting pair and 

whilst we get to know much of deputy Sarah Getty’s backstory, you get the sense 

that Khan is deliberately saving much of her boss Esa Khattak’s history for 

future books – a clever move that here gives the male character an enigmatic 

presence. For a debut novelist, Khan writes with an impressive fluidity and her 

younger characters are particularly well drawn. Overall, I would recommend 

The Unquiet Dead – and not just to devotees of crime fiction. 

 

Helen Lowry                                         

All I can say is – I couldn’t put this book down! I was completely 

hooked from page one. The plot, the well-drawn characters, the 

descriptions. All added together to make a first-class debut novel. 

Christopher Drayton is found dead at the bottom of the cliffs. Two detectives, 

each with their own issues in the background, are asked to look into the death, 

as there is reason to believe it might not be the accident that it is assumed to be. 

 



 

As the story progresses, a tale of tragedy, history, horror and revenge unravels, 

affecting all those concerned, especially in the neighbourhood where the 

accident occurred. Several individuals turn out to be not whom they are 

supposed to be, Drayton amongst them. But I won’t give too much away on this 

aspect!   

I particularly liked the characters, from the detectives, especially Rachel, to 

Mad Mel. All had something to contribute during the telling of the tale. 

I can’t recommend this book enough and I look forward to future novels from 

this lady.          

 

Angie Rhodes 

When there are thousands of victims, can one murder avenge them 

all? This is the question at the heart of ‘The Unquiet Dead’. 

Christopher Drayton, a rich educated man, liked by his neighbours, generous 

with his time, is found dead at the foot of the Scarborough Bluffs. Is it just a case 

of losing one's footing in the dark? or is there more to it? Detectives Esa Khattak 

and Rachel Getty, think so, when they discover Drayton has secrets, ones he 

wished to keep hidden, ones, he couldn't afford to see the light of day has found 

his secrets. Khattak uncovers Drayton's involvement in the 1995 Srebrenica 

Massacre, ,so many lives lost, so many families torn apart, It is hard for the 

detectives to objective , to hide their disgust, not to feel that justice has i a way 

been served, but they have to, they have to find the truth. 

Based on events that happened during the 1992-1995 war in Bosnia, Asuma has 

written a story that will make you ask yourselves the question, Would I want to 

find the killer, who has murdered a man, who in turn helped murder 

thousands?  Me? no, I don't think I could, but only you can answer the same 

question yourself,, 

 

Ann Quintilla 

A man falls to his death from Scarborough Bluffs. Was it an 

accident? Was he murdered? Although well-known in the 

neighbourhood was he really the man everyone thought they knew? 

 

  

 



 

This a story of relationships, loyalties and betrayal. 

When Detective Esa Khattak is called in to investigate the death of Christopher 

Drayton who was found at the bottom of Scarborough Bluffs he is accompanied 

by Detective Sergeant Rachel Getty. They need to find out more about this man 

who was on the verge of marrying a divorcee with two teenage daughters who 

is much younger than him. Why is the eldest daughter so protective of her 

younger sibling? Their father clearly loves them and wants custody of them 

though that has been denied him. Could he have pushed Christopher Drayton to 

his death. 

Rachel Getty has her own problems. Her brother has disappeared after 

suffering physical abuse from his father who was a police superintendent. She 

still lives at home trying to protect her mother from her father’s abuse and is 

trying to locate Zach. 

Throughout the story there are examples of older siblings protecting younger 

ones and many of these accounts are refer to the atrocities committed in Bosnia. 

Scarborough has a large Bosnian Muslim community and Khattack seems to 

know more about Bosnian issues than he is prepared to reveal to Rachel. 

Who is Mink, the librarian, who is creating an Andalucian museum that she 

calls Ringsong and why is it so important to her and why did Christopher 

Drayton want to donate a large sum of money to it? 

Gradually the mystery unfolds and the apparently disparate issues come 

together. Christopher Drayton’s true identity is horrifyingly exposed. 

This is a tragic story of human relationships, of people trying to make new lives 

after suffering the most horrendous experiences but being unable to shake off 

the past. Some create new personas and betray relationships but none can 

forget their history. There are heart breaking accounts of their experiences. 

Although this story is a novel it is based on fact that most readers will find 

shocking. Reading it made me want to learn more about the war in Bosnia and 

the communities that once lived peaceably together. I was horrified to read that 

they were betrayed and sent to their deaths by the so-called UN peace-keepers. 

We have not forgotten the horror of Hitler’s ethnic cleansing and this book is a 

reminder that similar atrocities occurred in Bosnia between 1992 and 1995 

when thousands were murdered. 

This is a remarkable book – not an easy read but a very compelling one. 

 



 

 

  


