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Vicky-Leigh Sayer  

A grizzly tale of murder in Victorian 

London that will leave you wanting 

more.  

London. 1837. Hannah Brown has been 

brutally murdered, her ex fiancée James 

Greenacre and his lover, Sarah Gale, are 

the prime suspects.  

James Greenacre has confessed, but 

Sarah Gale has raised a petition, 

appealing her prison (and ultimately her 

death) sentence. Despite her obvious 

connection with James she claims to know 

nothing about Hannah’s murder, despite 

her previous silence during the case. 

Local lawyer, Edmund Fleetwood is 

bought in by the Home Secretary to 

oversee Sarah Gale's appeal. He is reluctant to accept the case when he 

discovers that his Father "recommended" him, but he cannot deny his curiosity 

to the case that he has followed since its first day. 

Edmund realises quickly that there is more to Sarah Gale than meets the eye. 

After all she has remained silent throughout the gruesome details of the trial 

neither proclaiming guilt nor protesting her innocence.  

Why appeal now? 

Edmund is certain that she is hiding something, and he is determined to find out 

what, no matter the trouble it may cause. 

After all both Sarah’s life, and his career depend on the outcome… 



 

An exciting new voice in historical fiction, Anna Mazzola is definitely 

an author to watch. 

http://thewelshlibrarian.blogspot.co.uk 

 

 

Lynda DeFreitas  

A fantastic read. I couldn't put it down.  

It's obvious that Anna Mazzola did a lot of research for this book. She takes a 

factual historical event and weaves an excellent mystery from it. She sets the 

scene in such a way that you can almost smell London as it was in the 19th 

century. 

There were so many twists and turns that it was impossible to tell exactly what 

had happened until Sarah finally unburdened herself to a fellow prisoner and 

we know at least as much as she did. There were still unanswered questions at 

the end but they were irrelevant to the conclusion of the story  

A great debut novel. I look forward to her next offering. 

 

Phylippa Smithson  

Very intriguing crime thriller with such granular detail of the brutal 

lives many lived (notably women) in 19th century London, I am left 

feeling relieved to be living in today's world.  

Despite being sentenced to hang for her alleged aiding and abetting of the 

murder of her lover’s new partner, and future wife, from the very start there 

was something about Sarah that made you believe she was innocent.  Certainly 

the fact that she refused to offer any comment in her defence other than, ‘I was 

not there’ did not allow the legal authorities much to go on. 

When she starts her imprisonment (my word they were brutal and ruthless 

times), she is forced to relive her life when criminal lawyer, Edmund Fleetwood 

is appointed to re-investigate the case based on a plea received by the Home 

Office of her innocence. 

What unfolds is a story of similar life experiences of both Sarah and Edmund 

which has left them living lives they did not chose for themselves.  Examples 

include childhood deprivation and parental influences being the major 

similarities of the two. 



 

Not an easy book to read given the ordeals faced by so many of the time but 

noting this has some basis of fact left me hooked throughout. 

 

Rachel Aygin  

Sarah Gale, who has been sentenced to hang for her part in a murder, has 

petitioned for mercy.  Edmund Fleetwood has been officially appointed to 

investigate whether justice has been done.  Struggling financially and seeing 

this as a chance to make his name, Edmund is keen to uncover the truth and 

discover exactly what Sarah is hiding.  As well as being a historical 

mystery reminiscent of Rory Clements, this book also provides a 

glimpse of what life was like for prisoners inside the notorious 

Newgate Prison.  We are thoroughly immersed in the sights, sounds and 

smells of Victorian London.  An enjoyable read. 

 

Jane Ashbrook  

A thoroughly enjoyable crime novel based on a true story, set in 

Victorian times. Plenty of twists and turns, keeping the reader 

guessing right until the end.  

I enjoyed this unusual historical crime novel - based on a true murder. Unusual 

because most crime novels I have read are present day. This one set in Victorian 

times paints a vivid picture of life for a convict in those times.  This was a 

fascinating insight into more brutal and unforgiving times.  The author 

portrays well the sense of frustration Edmund felt in trying to get the truth out 

of Sarah (the condemned accomplice), who, despite her reluctance to offer 

evidence which might help her, I continued to empathise with.  I enjoyed the 

twists and turns of the novel which left me guessing until the final chapters. 

 

Vikki Patis 

Here I go again, finding fabulous historical fiction set in Victorian England. 

First it was ‘The Essex Serpent’, now it's ‘The Unseeing’. What a year for 

readers. 

Although this is her debut, Mazzola writes with a practiced hand. She 

knows her way around the Victorian underworld of poverty, 

desperation, and depravity like a seasoned historian. She brings Sarah 

Gale, suspected murderess, to life, her words reaching back and breathing into 



 

the past. As a reader, you feel connected to Sarah - her suffering at the hands of 

James Greenacre, and her twisted involvement in the crime of killing Hannah 

Brown, only serve to draw you in, to get to know Sarah, as Edmund Fleetwood 

does. 

Not all of Mazzola's characters are inspired by real people. Edmund is fictional, 

although someone undoubtedly served in his place to investigate Sarah's role in 

Hannah Brown's murder. But all of her characters are real and incredibly well-

written.  

‘The Unseeing’ is a gritty, glorious debut. Victorian London is dragged to 

life, with no hint of romanticising the era. One part in particular about fallen 

women reminded me of ‘The Crimson Petal’ and ‘The White’, and I was delighted 

to learn via Twitter that Mazzola is a huge fan, of both the book and the BBC 

adaptation.  

‘The Unseeing’ is due out in July, and it is not to be missed. 

https://dracarya.wordpress.com/2016/05/28/the-unseeing-by-anna-mazzola 

 

Angie Rhodes 

Dark. Gothic Delicious! The three words to describe this debut novel. 

Set in London in 1837, Sarah Gale is about to enter her most traumatic part of 

her life, a seamstress and mother, she has been found guilty of the murder of 

one Hannah Brown, on the eve of her wedding.  Sarah is appointed a young 

lawyer Edmund Fleetwood, who has his own nightmares to contend with, and 

with Sarah refusing to help him he is at a loss how to help. He knows she is lying 

and is covering for someone, but who and why??  

Based in a real life case, Anna at once draws the reader into the 

murky, world of London, a time of horse drawn carriages, and 

pickpockets. Can’t wait for the next book 

 

Jane Macleod 

The story gripped me from the start! A brutal murder has been committed - who 

is guilty and what drove them to kill another, in such a grisly way?  As the story 

unfolds the reader is drawn in to the complexities of who, where, and when. You 

feel the sheer desperation of the condemned, who seem unable to break away 

from the control of a partner.  Set in the 1830's, the law deems one innocent 

until proven guilty, however the central character Sarah Gale seems she has to 



 

prove her innocence.  This is a book you just won't be able to put down, 

with twists and turns to the story until the very end. The book is based 

around real events, and you are able to see how hard it was to prove something 

when you are relying on witness statements.  I really enjoyed this! 

 

Siobhan McDowell 

I was immediately drawn into this murky, atmospheric and dark 

novel.  The main characters were really believable and I felt so sorry for Sarah 

the main protagonist. The close bond between Sarah and her sister was very 

believable and I could understand how they reacted in their situation. The plot 

was tightly controlled and I was truly shocked by the sensational 

outcome....not at all expected! Perhaps the most harrowing descriptive 

passages in the book were those dealing with the prison experience of Sarah. 

These accounts had a tremendous effect on my imagination...conjuring up all 

sorts of horrors in the dark oppressive cells.  

A thoroughly impressive read and an author I look forward to keeping my eye 

on! 

 

Melanie Chadwick 

Intriguing and gripping Victorian murder mystery, based on the facts of a true 

crime. 

I can see why the murder of Hannah Brown was such a sensation at the time, 

1837.  Sarah Gale, the mother of a young son is living with the sometimes 

violent James Greenacre who is neither her son’s father nor her husband.  

Greenacre then plans to marry Hannah Brown who he believes to have money, 

but on the night before the wedding Hannah is murdered.  Greenacre and Gale 

are arrested for the murder after severed body parts are found at different 

locations round London.  It is the story of Sarah Gale that fascinates everyone 

and divides public opinion; some think she should hang according to the 

sentence at her trial, while others are convinced she should be spared as she 

must be just as much a victim of the wicked Greenacre, forced into helping him 

cover up his dreadful crime.   

I really enjoyed the way the character and back-story of Sarah Gale is slowly 

revealed alongside that of Edmund Fleetwood who has been appointed to 

ensure justice has been served properly, and although they are of different 

social standing there are many parallels.  Throughout the book I kept changing 



 

my view of Sarah and shifting my position as to how guilty I thought she was.  

An excellent book, with the historical information from newspapers 

and contemporary sources neatly woven in to create a very credible 

fiction. 

 

Sarah Webb  

An engrossing page turner – a great debut.  

Set in the early Victorian era, this is a tale of a grisly crime.  Sarah Gale is in 

prison and likely to hang for her involvement in a murder.  Edmund Fleetwood 

is the lawyer sent to investigate the case.  He knows that Sarah isn’t telling him 

the truth.  But why would she lie when the truth could save her from hanging?   

This is an engrossing page turner of a story.  The two main characters are 

intriguing and frustrating but in a good way.  Inevitably, given the era and 

subject matter, this reminded me of some of Sarah Waters’ books – definitely no 

bad thing in my eyes.  As well as the crime element, it was an interesting insight 

into the lack of options for the very poor at the time, especially for women. 

This is Anna Mazzola’s debut novel.  I’ll certainly be checking out what she 

writes next. 

 

Mary Gibson 

‘The Unseeing’ by Anna Mazzola is a historical drama.  As a novel it is made 

more appealing by the fact it is based on a true story well publicised at the time.  

It is 1837 and we meet Sarah Gale, a single mother, former nurse and prostitute 

who has been convicted of aiding her controlling ex-lover in the disposal of his 

fiancée’s body. An idealistic young lawyer, Edmund Fleetwood is appointed to 

investigate the case for the Home Office as an appeal has been petitioned. 

The author brings to life the sights and smells of early Victorian London, the 

embryonic Metropolitan police force, sometimes corrupt and incompetent and 

contrasted with the idealism and intellect of the young lawyer.  Fact and 

fiction merge and it makes for a fascinating read. I loved it. 

 

Jo-anne Atkinson  

Satisfying fiction based on fact - a whodunnit with a couple of 

interesting twists and a commentary on women's lives in the early 

19th century.  



 

The big news story of early 1837 is the 'Edgware Road Murder' in which a 

dismembered body was found in pieces all over London.  Found guilty and 

sentenced to death are James Greenacre and his common-law wife Sarah Gale.  

Whilst Greenacre admits disposing of the body, the evidence against Gale is 

scanty and idealistic young lawyer Edmund Fleetwood is tasked with reviewing 

the case and making a recommendation as to whether the death penalty is 

appropriate. 

Whilst this book is based on a true-life case, Mazola has chosen to weave a 

fiction around the few facts in evidence.  The circumstances of the finding of the 

body, the trial and the sentences are fact but the motivation and many of the 

characters are fiction.  Therefore this story fits somewhere between fact and 

fiction, I chose to read it as purely fiction - a novel inspired by a true event 

rather than a historical novel.  When viewed in this way the book is actually a 

great read, the facts are horrible but the fiction creates a more romanticised 

view of motivations than was probably the truth.  The book is well-researched, 

showing an understanding of life in late-Georgian London and the difficulties 

faced by women who are without the support of a man.  This includes wives 

frustrated by the lack of household income,  abandoned after an affair, the wife 

left alone after being deserted, and the family driven to poverty after the death 

of the father.  Ultimately a sad but beautifully written novel. 

www.pluckedhighbrow.wordpress.com 

 

Carolyn Huckfield  

A long forgotten murder case has been used to create a brilliant 

story that paints a vivid picture of London on the cusp of the 

Victorian era.  

Anna Mazzola has taken a forgotten Victorian murder case and created a 

brilliant story around the events. She has done this by creating a review which 

is carried out by a solicitor. He has to decide if the female accomplice should 

hang or be pardoned. I loved this book. It reminds me of Sarah Waters as it 

paints a vivid picture of London on the cusp of the Victorian era. Newgate 

prison is described as an organised but violent gaol to be sent to. We realise that 

transportation to Australia is the only alternative to life in prison or capital 

punishment. 

I can’t believe that this is the first novel by Anna Mazzola. It is an accomplished 

and brilliantly constructed novel. I raced through it to find out what happened 

but then had to re—read it to appreciate the world she has recreated here. 



 

Fans of Katherine Webb, Barbara Ewing and Sarah Waters will thoroughly 

enjoy this novel. 

 

Kerry Bridges  

Anna Mazzola has tried to take what was clearly an interesting case 

and add some life to it. 

The body of Hannah Brown has been dismembered and pieces found all over 

London. Her fiancé, James Greenacre, stands accused of her murder and his 

mistress, Sarah Gale, of helping him conceal the body. Sarah and James have 

been found guilty and have both been given the death penalty, but Sarah has 

petitioned for mercy and her young lawyer, Edmund Fleetwood, is trying very 

hard to prove that she was acting under the influence of a dangerous man. The 

trouble is, Sarah isn’t talking, not even to Edmund, and time is running out. 

The trouble with novels based on real life events, is that a lot of what real people 

do is not really worth the trouble of writing about. Although this story does 

have an interesting premise, because that premise is a true event there actually 

isn’t all that much to it and most of the time nothing very much happens in 

terms of moving the story on. 

Anna Mazzola has tried to take what was clearly an interesting case and add 

some life to it. Sadly, that has proved a step too far and the characters do lack 

both depth and indeed redeeming features; none of them seem all that pleasant 

and the whole thing rather a sad and sorry mess. I think it might well have 

made a great short story, but I don’t feel there is enough variety to hold my 

interest for a whole novel. 

I will be interested to see how the author moves on from here though, because I 

do like the style this book is written in and would have no hesitation in reading 

another one written by her if it had a bit more flesh to the story." 

http://iamalwaysreading.wordpress.com/ 

 

Humaira Kauser  

Such an intriguing story that had me right from the first words of 

the book! 

This was an unusual read for me but nevertheless I completely enjoyed it! It was 

short and very quick to read, but I still feel like I have absorbed all the beauty 

from this book. It kept me on my toes alongside Edmund and watching 



 

(reading) as Sarah's motives unravel. Overall a quick and easy read.   

https://www.instagram.com/cookie_bookie_/    

 

Suzanne Beney  

An atmospheric and fast paced historic crime story, which has you 

gripped from the start. 

Following the tale of Sarah Gale as she is investigated for a brutal murder. 

Based on a real case, but with some great additional twists. Mazzola creates 

great atmosphere from the very start and takes us on an emotive journey 

through Sarah's case, bringing in characters throughout to build the case but 

also create empathy.  

A gripping page turner, I didn't want to put this book down. I wanted to know 

the fate of Sarah Gale and her son. 

A story that shows just how strong the bond of love can be, especially for family. 

 

Suze  

A brilliant, intriguing novel that kept me glued to my seat for many 

hours.  

The Unseeing is a gripping novel about a woman who's been sentenced for a 

crime she might not have committed. I was hooked from the start and couldn't 

wait to find out what really happened to Hannah Brown. Anna Mazzola has 

written an amazing book that kept me on the edge of my seat the entire time I 

was reading. I felt sympathy for Sarah, but also was on guard as it's clear 

something is off. I had my suspicions and couldn't wait to find out if I was right. 

The Unseeing is a fascinating, thrilling and captivating novel. 

Anna Mazzola is a great writer. I love her beautiful writing style and the way 

she handles suspense, by releasing it in small dosages, is fantastic. I highly 

recommend this amazing book. I couldn't put it down and was intrigued by the 

murder itself and by Sarah and the ordeals she went through in her life. 

Edmund asks the right questions, but he's also blind to a certain part of the 

truth. His quest to find justice is admirable and his character has many 

interesting layers. I'm a big fan of stories that are based on true events and I 

think the way Anna Mazzola describes Hannah Brown's murder is brilliant. Her 

approach is sensitive, intelligent and compelling at the same time.   

www.withloveforbooks.com 



 

 

Edel Waugh   

If you liked Sherlock Holmes I think you will really like this awesome book set in 

London in the 1800's about a woman convicted of helping a murderer. Now she 

is likely to be sentenced to death. When a man is urged to look into her case he 

quickly is not convinced she did it , all he needs for her to do is open up to him 

and talk but this woman does not trust easy and time is running out. The setting 

of the story was wonderful and the build up to finding out why this woman 

(Sarah) just would not talk was nail biting if not more then a little frustrating. 

She is a strong female so you get the impression that what really must have 

happened had to be really bad.  The character of Edmund is a likeable and 

driven man, but he does it in a subtle way, he comes across as someone you 

could bare your soul to over a cup of tea and I liked that about him but Sarah 

was a hard nut to crack.  The story contained a few twists and turns 

keeping the reader on its toes to the very surprising end.    

 

Suze Lavender   

‘The Unseeing’ is a gripping novel about a woman who's been sentenced for a 

crime she might not have committed. I was hooked from the start and couldn't 

wait to find out what really happened to Hannah Brown. Anna Mazzola has 

written a fantastic book that kept me on the edge of my seat the entire time I 

was reading. I felt sympathy for Sarah, but also was on guard as it’s clear 

something is off. I had my suspicions and I badly wanted to know if I was right.  

‘The Unseeing’ is a fascinating, thrilling and captivating novel. Anna 

Mazzola is a great writer. I love her beautiful writing style and the 

way she handles suspense, by releasing it in small dosages, is 

laudable. I highly recommend this nerve-wracking book. I couldn't put 

it down and was intrigued by the murder itself and by Sarah and the ordeals 

she went through in her life. Edmund asks the right questions, but he's also blind 

to a certain part of the truth. His quest to find justice is admirable and his 

character has many interesting layers. Anna Mazzola's character building is 

absolutely amazing.  I'm a big fan of stories that are based on true events and I 

think the way Anna Mazzola describes Hannah Brown's murder is brilliant. Her 

approach is sensitive, intelligent and compelling at the same time. I loved the 

adrenaline rush I was feeling while I was reading the story and think this book 

is an absolute must-read.   

 


