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Phylippa Smithson   

Total page turner, full of story and 

real characters.  Brilliantly 

intriguing murder mystery.  Welcome 

back DCI Daley.  

Daley is a troubled man struggling to come 

to terms with the death of the woman he left 

his wife for – a police officer in his team, 

significantly younger than his mid-40s self.  

He is distracted.  His side kick, DS Scott (a 

direct, take-no-prisoners Scotsman full of 

life and humour) in contrast has got his life 

back on track after many years either 

drunk, getting drunk or very hungover.  He 

is now a tee-total runner. 

When a family disappears on the nearby 

island, Gairsay, it’s initially Scott and Chief Superintendent Symington who are 

dedicated to the subsequent investigation but as the ‘old’ Banks fights through 

his demons, he is back to his brilliant best focused completely on what initially 

appears to be unrelated incidents (he remains on the mainland whilst his 

colleagues head to Gairsay).  However, as he makes progress it becomes clear 

the disappearance, subsequent discovery of the missing bodies prompting a 

murder investigation, attacks on other members of the local community, deaths 

of other people drawn to the location as a result of the disappearances and so 

on, are all related. 

What adds to the intrigue is that the modern day investigation runs parallel to a 

murder investigation on the same island in 1945. 

Denzil is a master in bringing his fictional characters into life.  He is also 



 

consistently delivers totally compelling stories.  

 

Les Wood  

A rumbustious, rollicking, fast paced story that keeps you gripped 

and loving every minute of the adventure.   

Now here is a story ideal for all of those who loved Boys Own adventures, war 

stories and tales of gung ho! It starts with the disappearance of a family and 

jumps back and forwards in time weaving throughout loose fact and conspiracy 

theories. I had not encountered D.C.I. Daley and DS Scott before and, although 

their back stories and development up through the ranks would be interesting to 

know, not knowing does not make the story any less enjoyable. This was a 

refreshing read with a well worked plot, complete with subterfuge and secret 

societies. There were a couple of questions left unanswered but you can 

determine the answers for yourself. One criticism is that the local Scottish 

islander's dialect is written verbatim; something which slows down your 

reading speed as you stop and determine what is being said. Apart from that, 

great!!    

 

Ray Orgill 

Another investigation by D.C.I. Daley and also featuring D.S. Brian 

Scott and their boss Chief Superintendent Symington.  This mystery is 

centred in the Scottish Isles and starts in the last days of the Second World War.  

Many other investigation teams are involved including Special Branch and even 

Mossad and the F.B.I. in a small way.  The action switches from the distant past 

when the Lochs were affording shelter to many Royal Navy Ships of all classes 

to the present day when everything has gone back to being a peaceful Scottish 

tourism area and then back and forth throughout the drama.  An 

investigation into various murders and espionage which will keep 

the readers guessing. 

 

Lynda DeFreitas   

An intriguing mystery/thriller with murder and mayhem galore.  

The community of Kinloch appears on the surface to be peaceful, pleasant and 

friendly but do not be deceived. Just beneath the surface are secrets that some 

people will stop at nothing to keep buried. 



 

Although the DCI Daley books are part of a series each one is a standalone 

story, and this one has piqued my interest to read some more of Denzil 

Meyrick's books about DCI Daley and his cases. 

I wish that the wartime episodes had been printed in a different font as it was 

sometimes confusing to switch between present day and 1945, and the 

differentiation would have made this easier. 

I enjoyed the intrigue, the espionage, and the weaving of fact and fiction in this 

novel. 

 

Sue Burton  

Good interesting read and a great twist at the end.  

First book I have read featuring D.C.I Daley and must say I thought it was 

really good,  there was a lot of history associated with this book during the War 

and I found this fascinating.  I shall definitely be looking out for future books 

and shall also play catch up reading the earlier books.  

 

Judith Sharp   

As a lover of crime fiction, I have just added a new name to my list of 

favourite authors.  Looking forward to reading other DCI Daley 

stories. 

Loved this book.  It tells two stories, one set towards the end of the Second 

World War and the other in the present day.  The older story starts with a man 

being stabbed to death, whilst in the present day the Bremner family vanish 

from their farm. 

Good characterisation and interesting historical facts help the story along and 

unlike in some books both strands of the story are equally absorbing. 

Looking forward to reading more about DCI Daley and as this is Book 5, I won't 

have to wait to do so. 

    

Debbie Patrick   

As the Second World War nears its end, a man is stabbed to death on the 

shoreline of Kinloch, in the shadow of the great warships in the harbour. Many 

years later, the postman on the Isle of Gairsay, a tiny island off the coast of 

Kintyre, discovers that the Bremner family have vanished from their farm. 



 

There's a pot on the stove and food on the table, but of the Bremners there is no 

sign. 

When DCI Daley comes into possession of a journal written by his wartime 

predecessor in Kinloch, Inspector William Urquhart, he soon realises Gairsay 

has many secrets. Assisted by his indomitable deputy, DS Brian Scott, and new 

boss, Chief Superintendent Carrie Symington, Daley must solve a wartime 

murder to reveal not only the shocking events of the past, but new horrors of the 

present. 

I quite enjoyed this book. It moved from the events of 1945 to the 

current day to solve a mystery in both timelines.  

The only downside for me was trying to understand some of the words said by 

the characters as it is written as it is said and sometimes I found I needed to 

read it several times before I fully got what was being said. 

 

Carol Peace   

A mystery that has you on the edge of your seat.  

The book is in both the present day but does have some references to 

occurrences of 1945. When the Bremner family go missing on Gairsay, DCI 

Daley finds that they were not what they seemed, They were thought to be a 

Jewish family fleeing the war and the findings of the cellar in their house was  

threw a totally different light on the case. What had happened to the Bremners 

and just who were they? Why were the normally chatty islanders just not telling 

him everything that they know? When he stumbles on a journal from years ago 

he starts to see the real picture but he is constantly coming up against brick 

walls. Will he ever find out what really happened on this island? 

I really enjoyed this book and the Isle of Gairsay was a great setting I could feel 

myself there on the island with the characters. I haven't read any of the other 

DCI Daley books but that did not matter as this worked well as a standalone 

book. 

  

Kerry Bridges   

Events from 1945 link a missing person enquiry from today - another 

exciting and highly recommended Daley and Scott thriller  

A family goes missing on the Scottish Island of Gairsay and DCI Daley, DS Scott 

and Chief Superintendant Symington are called in to help the local volunteer 



 

policeman find any clues as to where they may have gone.  Whilst in the house 

Scott discovers a hidden cellar and, all of a sudden, the missing Bremner 

family's secrets open a can of worms that have consequences reaching out 

across Europe. 

I have enjoyed the previous stories involving Scott and Daley and, although I 

don't usually like phonetic writing, I am a fan of the Brian Scott's lovely Scottish 

accent and down to earth attitude.  Events in the last novel mean that this one 

spends a little less time on Daley and more on Scott and Symington which isn't a 

bad thing at all as Scott in particular is a great character with an interesting 

personality to get to know alongside the story of the novel. 

The DCI Daley thrillers can easily be read as standalones and I do not think 

anything is lost by simply starting from this one.  Nevertheless, if you still have 

the treat of picking one up for the first one, I would recommend starting at the 

beginning of the series and learning more about Scott and Daley as you go. 

Any fan of a crime thriller would definitely enjoy this and others in the series.  I 

look forward to the next one coming out! 

http://iamalwaysreading.wordpress.com/  

 

Sheila Johnson   

Familiar characters but good story.   

If you are already familiar with the characters of Daley and Scott then you will 

be on familiar territory with this story.  Even if you have not read any of this 

series before you will receive a quick insight into the minds of these Scottish 

detectives within the first couple of chapters.   There are several mysteries from 

the sudden disappearance of a family to unexplained murder and suicides.  All 

of which keeps one involved with the unfolding story.  Constant reference to the 

disappearance of a policeman in 1945 reminds the reader how much of the truth 

can be hidden but maybe eventually be discovered by curiosity and 

determination.  By the middle of the book the unsolved mysteries are mounting 

up and it is difficult to sort out what is a “red herring” from what is a real clue.  

The female character Carrie Symington  seems  ripe for more development 

perhaps in subsequent novels but in this storyline she serves to show the difficult 

line that the police must tread in getting to the truth but not upsetting too many 

of their superiors.  

 

Glenda Worth   



 

‘Well of the Winds’ by Denzil Mayrick is a great read about war time 

on the Scottish islands, about policing these islands and the 

investigations of war crimes and present day life. Another great 

novel!  

‘Well of the Winds’ by Denzil Meyrick is another DCI Daley thriller. Daley is a 

policeman in Scotland overseeing some of the islands. When he is called to the 

apparent disappearance of a family - the Bremners, he uncovers a can of 

worms going back to World War 2. A journal is unearthed and comes into 

Daleys possession, written by his predecessor Inspector Urquhart.  

Daley soon discovers that the island of Gairsay has many secrets from the war 

days which are spilling over into the present. Having to deal with this 

complicated case on top of his own heartbreak at the loss of his partner, Daley 

throws himself into his work. 

This book was easy to read as a standalone novel without having read the rest 

of the series. I found it absorbing as the characters came to life and the island 

life was described along with the complicated events that involved many of the 

islanders without their knowledge and put them in danger years later. 

The involvement of the Nazi Germans and the Israeli state with the small island 

off the West coast of Scotland is intriguing and I wonder now whether 

something along these lines may have happened during the war, something to 

research maybe! 

I enjoyed reading the novel for not only its story of war time and the problems 

encountered since, but the way the island is portrayed now. Island life is seen as 

uncomplicated and community minded a total contrast to the way many of us 

live today 

 

Catherine Bryce   

A gripping exciting read and is definitely one to put on your wish list 

to read!  

This is an excellent book by Denzil Meyrick in the DCI Daley Thriller series.  A 

multitude of genres are within the book and is sure to delight many readers - 

murder, espionage, humour, culture, history, politics, crime to name a few. 

A captivating story set on the west coast of Scotland whereupon the discovery of 

a missing family leads not just to a local murder enquiry but far beyond the 

reaches of Police Scotland to multi-national enquiries and security matters.  The 

story has a great twist in it and is written in a brilliant manner that keeps the 



 

reader page turning as events of the past have a way of resurfacing 

unexpectedly in the present day and not with good intentions. 

The author is writing again to his high standards giving the reader a fantastic 

read and I thought the book so good I am now reading it for a second time. 

 

Evelyn Love-Gajardo  

I hadn't read any of the previous books in the DCI Daley series but I 

will certainly go back and read the rest now, on the strength of this 

novel.  It held my attention throughout, to the extent that I was 

awake till 1am finishing it off! 

The plot was fascinating, with roots in true events from WW2, and the 

characters were well drawn.  Some people might find the use of Scots dialect off 

putting, but as a Scot that didn't pose any problems.  The area was well depicted 

as the author lives there. 

I really enjoyed the novel and would recommend it to anyone who enjoys a 

good crime thriller. 

 

Alfred Nobile  

A book I really enjoyed. This is the 5th in the DCI Daley series. 

Set on the small island of Gairsay, this tale rages across Europe and takes in 

conspiracies, red herrings and speculative history. Mixing what is known with, 

what could've happened.  

The novel opens with a murder on the shoreline of Kinloch as the war nears its 

end in 1945. 

Fast forward to the present day and Daley is called in to investigate the 

disappearance of the Bremmer family, who are known in the area as Jewish 

escapees from the regime in Germany. This is when the story takes off. 

I found the writing of the highest quality, the tale believable and the characters 

well rounded. Mr Meyrick is a writer of considerable skill, who pulled 

me through this tale with enough twists and turns, and wow 

moments to make sure I kept reading.  

A corker of a tale that kept me enthralled. Well worth 5 stars.  

Thanks to the author, publishers and Lovereading for the ARC. 



 

Final words READ IT! 

 

Marjorie Lacy  

I love books that work on more than one level. This one has it all, a bit of 

Geography, - set on a small Scottish Island but encompassing Germany too. It 

has History, - links to Adolf Hitler and 2nd World War. Then to top it all off - it 

is a Detective story, a real 'whodunit' spanning several decades. There are some 

fascinating insights of the social and family history of the Island and several 

characters. 

The story was well set out and competently written, I have no 

hesitation in recommending anyone to read it.  

It was a good read, and hard to put down, I wanted to know what happened 

next! I was surprised that Denzil Metrick is the author of four other D.I. Daley 

books, I shall be looking out for them in the future.  

 

Angela Rhodes  

On the shores of Kinloch, at the end of the Second World War and hidden 

beneath the shadows of the great warships, in the harbour, a man is stabbed to 

death, the questions are why? And by who?  

Many years later, a local family, just disappear from the farm where they live 

and work.   Like the Mary Celeste there is food on the table and stove but no 

signs of the Brenmers.  

DCI Daley has in his possession a journal that has been written by Inspector 

William Urquhart, and as he reads, he realises that the beautiful Isle of Gairsay 

has many secrets and a wartime murder, one DCI Daley want’s to solve. 

Not just your average "Who Done it", that when you get to the end, 

you will be thinking “What If...”   

 

Emily Curnow  

This novel will be loved by fans of Ann Cleeves. A crime novel set in rural 

and remote Scotland that is so different from many others. Not only 

a modern day murder to investigate but a story of a war time Nazi 

Germany. The novel runs back and forth between the modern day and the 

Second World War. Full of twists and turns the story will keep the reader 



 

connected until the very last page. With totally believable characters this novel 

delivers all it promises. Highly recommended. 

 

Jennifer Moville 

In this novel it is up to D.C.I Daley to solve a years old mystery - or is it? 

When people go missing on a tiny island there isn't far they could go - yet 

discovering a WWII hidden strong room isn't what the detective expected to 

find. Papers, maps with swastikas on and other remnants left from when the 

war and the Germans ruled the island - are they all clues to who has 

disappeared - or to who has taken them? 

Daley must find out if traitors are plotting evil schemes or is this just a 

coincidence the cellar is in the house of one who has vanished. 

This book pulls you in deeper - into a past of the war and a present of 

danger, intrigue and mystery. Anyone who likes history novels and 

especially stories about the war will be fascinated by this book 

  

 

 


