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Natasha Potter  

A woman with a loving husband and children, 

a perfect life until one night her husband 

disappears upon his return nothing is ever the 

same again. Each chapter has you doubting 

what you already know. ‘What Alice Knew’ by 

T.A. Dotterel is a psychological thriller. 

The story is told by Alice, at first sight a 

Portraitist with a loving husband and children, 

a perfect life until one night her husband 

disappears and upon his return things are 

never going to be the same again. 

Even though you know who the bad guy is 

from the start each new chapter has you 

doubting it and other characters. 

Think this book is going to be stuck in my head for a while. Definitely 

one I can't wait for my friends to read so I can talk about it 5 stars  

 

Diane Hinchley  

Gripping tale of marriage and what happens when one of you has secrets... My 

first thought was, here we go, its going to be a novel where the married man 

has an affair - same old story. But it wasn't. It's a gripping tale of a married 

couple who have children and both have successful jobs. Told from the wife's 

point of view, you are taken on her journey of emotions and dilemmas on what 

to do throughout the novel. Should she, shouldn't she, husband planting seeds in 

her mind which confuses her to what is real and what she is made to think is 

real. With twists and turns throughout you'll be captivated until the 

last page. Highly recommended.  

 



 

Carneika Washbrook  

An unexpected story that could've gone anywhere. By the end - wow!  

From reading the first few pages of this book I would not have expected it to 

turn into this story. The way it was written, you would think that the author, 

not just the main character, was an artist herself. 

Is this a thriller? A mystery? Who cares! I couldn't put this book 

down until it was finished, and by the end - wow! 

Twitter @carniecreek 

 

Phylippa Smithson  

At times a plodding murder cover up, but to get to the end will serve 

to justify the remarkably slow build up as it leads to one amazing 

crescendo at almost the final page. Alice has made a career out of painting 

portraits – not as people look but at who people really are in their personality.  

Her husband, Ed, of 15 years, is a highly renowned obstetrician.  They live 

together with their teenage daughter Nell and young son, Arthur, in what on the 

face of it is the perfect marriage.   

When near tee-total Ed disappears one night after a 36 hour shift and a promise 

of going for just a short time to his work protégé’s graduation party, Alice 

spends the next few hours tormented by what might have happened. 

Then Ed reappears.  Explains his absence by one drink too many, the chance of 

an innocent misdemeanour only he cannot remember and not being able to find 

a taxi available to bring him home.  

When one of the party goers is found dead, some of what Ed had said throws 

suspicion on his explanation of his absence.  And Alice is forced to make choices 

alien to her very nature and beliefs. 

My frustration was simply that ‘What Alice Knew’ seemed to be filled at times 

with unnecessary padding leaving me annoyed that the pace was not swifter.  

But in persevering I was left with a ‘wow, did not see that’ which more than 

compensated. 

Great read....eventually. 

 

Alison Burns  

‘What Alice Knew’ is fundamentally an easy to read page turner of a thriller, 



 

and that's not a bad thing. 

Alice is a one of these characters who only appear in novels; beautiful, fulfilled 

in her career, handsome, loving and successful husband and two great children. 

She has it all, but she is still a likeable character. Things start to go very wrong 

one night when her husband doesn't come home and she is forced to change the 

way she thinks about every aspect of her life and to make some hard decisions.  

I rattled through it and enjoyed the author's writing style, all the 

while imagining what the final twists and turns the plot would take. 

I could see several potential final twists and, to my surprise, the final twist was 

one I hadn't considered and it took me by surprise. In truth though, this was the 

only part of the book that I thought let it down, I did not think it was believable. 

Having got to know Alice over 370 pages, I did not believe in the action she took 

at the end.  

What Alice Knew was an enjoyable read, it would be great for a journey or a 

holiday read and I will look out for this author in future. 

 

Victoria Whish  

What would you do if you knew what Alice knew? A clever, 

psychological thriller about a night out that has far reaching 

implications for a marriage and family.  

This is a psychological thriller about Alice an artist living a successful, happy 

life with her obstetrician husband and two children in Bristol. Her husband goes 

out one night and becomes involved in something that threatens all they hold 

dear. As Alice tries to get to the truth, her assumptions about her life and 

marriage are shaken to the core. 

I loved the setting and certainly found myself putting myself in Alice’s shoes and 

wondering how I would react in her circumstances.  

This is definitely one for fans of ‘Gone Girl’ and ‘The Girl on the Train’ 

You can follow Victoria on Twitter:@VicKWhish 

 

Edel Waugh  

This was a very good story to read, but it is a little harder to review. I read this 

in two sittings and it was best done this way as there is a lot of psychological 

messing with the reader. Without giving anything away we learn quickly what 

happened on the night in question, but even with the facts we are left with more 



 

questions than answers. Alice is a very confusing and unlikeable character, I 

tried in vain to see things from her perspective but I struggled. Ed is Alice's 

husband and he is a doctor, throughout the story I was never convinced that 

Alice or Ed were telling the truth, Alice seemed like this beautiful talented artist 

/ wife/ mother, but her eagerness to believe bad of her husband was unusual 

and her husband's actions were strange as they were completely out of 

character from the information the reader is given.  All in all it is a terrific 

story with an ending open to interpretation that will have you 

thinking of the story again and again. 

 

Lucy Copes 

Fantastic book! A rollercoaster of emotion as if you were really with 

Alice the whole way, going through her crazy life. A definite page-

turner which will keep you hooked even once you've read it.  

‘What Alice Knew’ was a book full of emotion; shock, confusion and hurt to 

name just a few. Throughout this book you really felt like you were with Alice, 

going through her crazy life, making the same difficult decisions and, as with 

any mystery, trying to work as detective to get ahead of the game! Even though 

some of the decisions Alice made are not ones I would make, this book kept me 

turning the pages and at no point could I have deserted her, I HAD to stick with 

her to get to the ending and what a shocker it was. This is the sort of book that 

will stay with you for a long time afterwards, replaying through your mind, 

working out what you would do if you were her. What a crazy, emotional 

journey it was! I really enjoyed this book and would definitely recommend it to 

friends. 

 

Ruth Carson-Byrne   

How far would you go to protect your partner? How far would you go to 

protect your partner? This is the question at the centre of this pacy, gripping 

thriller.  A real page-turner, this book is difficult to put down and gets 

right into the heart of a couple's relationship and dissects it with 

precision.  So as to avoid any spoilers I will just say, read it! Highly 

recommended for anyone who likes their thrillers with a twist. 

 

Anne-Marie Mendieta  

A complete page-turner, I was engrossed and gripped from the very 



 

first page!   

Right from the very first page I was gripped. T.A Cotterell developed the 

character of Alice in to an intriguing personality and I couldn't wait to see how 

she changed throughout the story. I couldn't wait to return home from work 

each night to continue to discover if what I had predicted would happen... but of 

course it didn't! I was left shocked on the last few pages!  

 

Helen Treadwell  

Alice has it all until one night her husband Ed doesn’t come home.  

The repercussions of that night tear their lives apart and it’s 

fascinating to see how this changes their relationship.  

This novel illustrates how your life can be shaped by your childhood.  When 

Alice finds out that several things she believed from her past are untrue, she is 

understandably shaken. Coupled with her discovery about Ed, her perfect life is 

shattered.   

I don’t think I’ve read another novel where the main character is a portrait 

artist and found it fascinating.  The author read History of Art and you can see 

the influence of this when he describes Alice’s work and the way she views the 

world. 

I found this novel gripping and a real page-turner. There is an 

unexpected twist at the end and although I appreciated the shock value, it didn’t 

quite ring true for me.  However, this is just my opinion and maybe other 

readers would completely understand why Alice makes her decision.  

  

Judi Davies  

Thrilling read. Interesting plot. Kept me guessing until the end.   

Interesting theme. Enjoyable reading. Lots of twists and turns. Kept thinking I'd 

predicted the end, but was wrong every time. This book kept me gripped until 

the end. I think that the proof of a good novel is not wanting it to end, needing 

more. I found myself wanting to know more, wanting to know the implications 

of the ending, but I think the author did a great job, keeping the reader in 

suspense, right up to the end.    

 

Clare Wilkins   



 

A good well-paced thriller, clearly and concisely written and with a 

shocking twist at the end.  

Alice Sheahan leads an enviable life. With her handsome doctor husband, 

requisite two kids and a career as a portraitist Alice enjoys a life which allows 

her considerable freedom and room to indulge her artistic temperament. But 

her seemingly idyllic existence is shattered when her usually steadfast husband 

Ed goes missing one night and sparks an unstoppable series of events. With her 

suspicions aroused by a stranger’s phone call Alice questions her newly-

returned husband’s account of his missing hours and when he finally reveals the 

truth she has a life-changing decision to make.  

Choosing to remain loyal to husband for the sake of their children and the life 

they have created Alice is unsure if she can maintain the façade. Insular, 

emotional and always drawn to the truth, keeping Ed’s secret becomes an 

unbearable burden for her leading to a shocking and unexpected conclusion.  

This is an excellent page-turning read and it works brilliantly as a 

psychological thriller. It’s very character-driven and at its core are Alice and 

her relationships, not just with her husband Ed, but with her mother and her 

former best friend from school, Marnie. As a nod to Alice’s career there are lots 

of artistic references, although I think they will be lost on many readers and I’m 

not sure they necessarily add to the story. There are also a few implausible 

elements to the story (such as the police investigation) and the children, 

particularly, Nell barely figure but overall the book is pacey and well-written 

and I think it will suit fans of crime fiction and make an excellent book club 

choice. 

   

Jane Brown  

The title says it all, someone who appears to have it all but one 

phone call and a disappearance- this is a book you cannot put down.  

I was asked to review this by Lovereading.co.uk  

There is a lot around this book at present and of course everyone wants to know 

the burning question just what did she know. This is discovered early on in the 

story and will not give this away. This was great to review as I was sent this on 

Saturday and started the book the moment the postman left. I knew no more 

than what I had heard. 

The story - Alice has a lovely life, career, children and a great husband - it 

begins by her husband disappearing and a telephone call that is baffling. Who 



 

do you trust in this psychological thriller that thunders along not allowing the 

reader to put the book down -you will not be able to. The reader does not know 

what coming is next as the story unfolds told by Alice herself.  

This is well written with good descriptive writing. 

Although you read reviews that state - I was not prepared for the ending OMG I 

really did not see that coming- what a twist at the end.  

What a debut novel and a great author- cannot wait for her next 

novel. 

http://browniebookworld.blogspot.co.uk/  

 

Helen Treadwell  

Alice is happy with her life until one night her husband Ed doesn’t come home.  

The repercussions of that night tear their lives apart and it’s fascinating to see 

how this changes their relationship. 

This novel illustrates how your life can be shaped by your childhood.  When 

Alice finds out that several things she believed from her past are untrue, this 

understandably shakes her belief in her world. Coupled with her discovery 

about Ed, her perfect world is shattered.   

I don’t think I’ve read another novel where the main character is a portrait 

artist and found it fascinating.  The author read History of Art and you can see 

the influence of this when he describes Alice’s work and the way she views the 

world. 

I found this novel gripping and a real page-turner and there is an 

unexpected twist at the end.  Although I appreciate the shock value, it didn’t 

quite ring true for me.  However, this is just my opinion and maybe other 

readers would completely understand why Alice makes her decision.  

 

Clare Wilkins  

A good well-paced thriller, clearly and concisely written and with a 

shocking twist at the end.  

Alice Sheahan leads an enviable life. With her handsome doctor husband, 

requisite two kids and a career as a portraitist Alice enjoys a life which allows 

her considerable freedom and room to indulge her artistic temperament. But 

her seemingly idyllic existence is shattered when her usually steadfast husband 



 

Ed goes missing one night and sparks an unstoppable series of events. With her 

suspicions aroused by a stranger’s phone call Alice questions her newly-

returned husband’s account of his missing hours and when he finally reveals the 

truth she has a life-changing decision to make.  

Choosing to remain loyal to husband for the sake of their children and the life 

they have created Alice is unsure if she can maintain the façade. Insular, 

emotional and always drawn to the truth, keeping Ed’s secret becomes an 

unbearable burden for her leading to a shocking and unexpected conclusion.  

This is an excellent page-turning read and it works brilliantly as a 

psychological thriller. It’s very character-driven and at its core are Alice and 

her relationships, not just with her husband Ed, but with her mother and her 

former best friend from school, Marnie. As a nod to Alice’s career there are lots 

of artistic references, although I think they will be lost on many readers and I’m 

not sure they necessarily add to the story. There are also a few implausible 

elements to the story (such as the police investigation) and the children, 

particularly, Nell barely figure but overall the book is pacey and well-written 

and I think it will suit fans of crime fiction and make an excellent book club 

choice. 

  

Jane Brown  

The title says it all, someone who appears to have it all but one 

phone call and a disappearance- this is a book you cannot put down.   

I was asked to review this by Lovereading.co.uk  

There is a lot around this book at present and of course everyone wants to know 

the burning question just what did she know. This is discovered early on in the 

story and will not give this away. This was great to review as I was sent this on 

Saturday and started the book the moment the postman left. I knew no more 

than what I had heard. 

The story - Alice has a lovely life, career, children and a great husband - it 

begins by her husband disappearing and a telephone call that is baffling. Who 

do you trust in this psychological thriller that thunders along not allowing the 

reader to put the book down -you will not be able to. The reader does not know 

what is coming next as the story unfolds told by Alice herself.  

This is well written with good descriptive writing. 

 



 

Although you read reviews that state - I was not prepared for the ending OMG I 

really did not see that coming- what a twist at the end.  

 

What a debut novel and a great author- cannot wait for her next novel."

 http://browniebookworld.blogspot.co.uk/   

  

 

 

    

   


