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Phylippa Smithson 

If you like a credible plot that leaves 

you guessing at every turn of the page 

as to ‘who dunnit,’ then this 

compelling crime thriller comes very 

highly recommended.  

Switching between the life of 17 year old 

Kelly Lund, an unpopular school girl still 

recoiling from the apparent suicide of her 

younger sister some two years previous, 

and Kelly the convicted murderer in her 

mid-40s, what adds to the intrigue is the 

doubt that begins to loom that perhaps all is 

not as it appears in the early stages of the 

story. 

The murder Kelly is convicted for is an 

Oscar winning director, John McFadden.  

Why she killed him is not immediately revealed, nor are the roles that apparent 

friends she associated with as a 17 year old play in her conviction.  These friends 

are Bellamy, daughter of Hollywood ‘movie legend’ Sterling Marshall (and 

future Father-in-Law) and Vincent, son of McFadden. 

And when her Sterling Marshall is found dead, suddenly the increasing 

suspense that Gaylin had so cleverly orchestrated, reaches a crescendo as the 

final pages are turned to get to the truth. 

This is a slow burning thriller that deserves all kinds of awards given the 

highest standards of writing, a very different take on the somewhat 

oversubscribed crime genre and a subtle knock at the world of celebrity in again 

questioning whether it is all that it is made out to be.   

 



 

Celia Cohen 

A good psychological thriller which will keep you guessing all the 

way.  

I really enjoyed this book. It keeps you reading by moving backwards and 

forwards in time with lots of twists and turns on the way. Just when you think 

you have it all worked out everything changes again. A definite page turner.  

 

Rachel Aygin 

When Kelly Lund is released from prison after serving time for killing a film 

director, her father-in-law is found dead and Kelly is prime suspect.  This book 

is a total mystery and reading it is like peeling an onion – as each 

layer is removed more secrets are revealed, leaving the reader 

feeling even more puzzled.  Every character seems to have their own secrets 

and you find yourself wondering just who is lying and why.  Very intriguing 

– keeps you guessing until the end.  

 

Emily Curnow  

This is a wonderful thriller set in domestic Hollywood where film stars and their 

families mix with the more normal slice of society. Setting out from the start you 

soon realise that everything you think you know, is not real. It culminates in 

an unexpected conclusion which can not fail to shock. The reader is 

kept on their toes until the very end. A compulsive novel full of 

twists.     

 

Edel Waugh  

This is the story about a woman called Kelly who is at the centre of 

two crimes , one in the past and one in present day . If you were a fan of 

‘The Girl On The Train’ I think you might really like this story where you are 

never quite sure how reliable the characters are and especially the main character 

Kelly.  It took a little while to get into the hang of switching between the two 

crimes and decades but once I did it was very enjoyable. It's a subtle crime story 

that suddenly gives you the answers that leave you stunned. I really enjoyed the 

mystery, I had not guessed the reason behind the murders but it was SO good! 

This was a very satisfying story! Secrets and lies galore!    

 



 

Jane Brown  

Great psychological thriller well written I was hooked in on page one. Her plot 

is good and fast paced.  The main character  is Kelly Michelle Lund. The book 

flits back and forward in time between 1980 (when Kelly was 17) and 2010. the 

reader is informed straight away that she is a murderer serving 20 years in jail. 

After being released her past comes back to haunt her. 

This is a great thriller, well recommended.  Due to be published in time 

for Christmas - a great thriller to read during the holidays. Well written - an 

author to look out for.  

http://browniebookworld.blogspot.co.uk/ 

 

Judith Smith  

A gripping tale with believable and sympathetic characters.  

A well developed story about Kelly, a convicted murderer, now released and 

married. Life isn't perfect and is turned up side down when her father-in-law is 

murdered, and the finger points at Kelly. Her past haunts her, with her mother 

vanished and her father in care. Kelly finds support from unusual quarters to 

help her prove her innocence of both crimes.  A compelling, gentle and 

beautifully written story, I had to race to the end to find the conclusion.   

 

Sarah Tilley 

A cracker of a thriller, once you start reading you won't want to put 

it down.  This is a real whodunit that grabs you at the first few pages and 

keeps you hanging on until the very end, with several red herrings along the 

way. 

The book deals with some very complex issues, but in a style that just makes you 

want to know more about the characters and what makes them tick – I loved it. 

I challenge anyone not to want to devour the book straight away – you really 

won’t want to put it down! 

It is extremely well written and an interesting insight in to Hollywood life.  

I am new to Ms Gaylin’s work, but will be seeking out more of her writing if her 

other novels are as good as this! 

  



 

Doreen McKeown    

This is an American crime novel, rather outside my comfort zone.  It's 

set in Hollywood and features a troubled teenager, Kelly Lund, who is convicted 

and imprisoned for the murder of a famous film producer.   It's a dual time 

frame novel (like so many others these days) and deals with her life both before 

and after the murder.   When she is suspected of a second murder after her 

release from prison, secrets come tumbling out of the cupboard and I found it 

hard to keep up with the twists and turns of the story, some of which were just 

not credible in my eyes.  I think people who like this genre will enjoy 

this book, but I found it hard going.   

 

Janet Gilliard  

A L Gaylin is a new author to me. I really enjoyed this book. It's a crime 

novel with a twist and intelligently written. In 1980 Kelly Lund is 

convicted if the murder of an Oscar nominated director. Five years after her 

release her father in law is found murdered. Has Kelly killed him. You will be 

gripped until the end.    

 

Angie Rhodes  

It’s the 1980’s, the decade of big hair, bright colours, shoulder pads, pretty boy 

bands, and for 17 year old Kelly Lund jail, for the murder of a Hollywood 

Director. John McFadden that she says she did not commit. Kelly is a bit of a 

loner, doesn't mix well and keeps under the radar until she catches the eye of 

Bellamy the rich kid, daughter of Stirling Marshall, a now ageing actor.  Her 

mother is not happy, telling Kelly "to stay away from those Hollywood types, 

they are bad news". When asked why, she is told to "just stay away."  Is there 

something about the the Marshall family, that has made her mother dislike 

them so much? That summer is going to change, the lives of Kelly and those 

close to her.  

After thirty years of prison life, Kelly is a free woman, and it feels good. Now 

married to Bellamy's brother Shane, she is ready to begin  again, Then it 

happens -  her father in- law, close friend of John's is found shot at close range 

between the eyes. Kelly, once again is under the spotlight but is she guilty or as 

she claims innocent? Luckily for her, this time she has high profile friends who 

will try and clear her name.  This is such a good read: murder, secrets, 

confessions, friendship, and the 80s!! what's not to love??   



 

Kate   

I really enjoyed this book. It had a touch of glamour to the story but also in with 

it the more serious notes of what happens to those in the media or what we 

perceive from reading stories, those instant snapshots that could or could not be 

taken wrongly depending on what angle we read or judge from? I like the story 

because it spans time and is one of those where you learn of Kelly now and also 

back in time to how she got to be where she is. It’s a thriller but a thriller 

relevant of lots that goes on today and this edge gave it a difference to many 

novels of the same type.  I really liked it and will be keen to read more of 

Gaylins books as I’ve never come across them before.   

 

Emily Wright  

If you enjoy psychological thrillers that leave you wondering which characters 

to trust and just who is telling the truth, ‘What Remains of Me’ is a suspenseful 

novel which will keep you guessing. When Kelly Michelle Lund was seventeen 

she confessed to shooting renowned movie director John McFadden. Thirty 

years later, five years after Kelly’s release from prison, McFadden’s close friend 

Sterling Marshall is found shot. Kelly, now married to Sterling’s son Shane, is 

the prime suspect. Kelly is hiding the truth, but so too are Hollywood’s elite, and 

their secrets run deeper than anyone could imagine. The plot cleverly weaves 

the present day narrative together with the story of Kelly’s life as a teenager, 

when she becomes friends with Sterling’s daughter, Bellamy. Under Bellamy’s 

powerful influence, Kelly is drawn into the vortex of Hollywood with fated 

consequences. With an intricate web of family ties and divided loyalties, the 

author conjures an atmosphere of deceit, mistrust and red herrings. In 

Gaylin’s hands what could have been a disjointed novel is tautly 

plotted and compelling, with intricate twists and turns throughout. 

Clues to the truth are littered tantalisingly throughout the novel, with just 

enough gaps left to prevent the reader from forming a coherent picture of 

events until the end. Just when I thought all the secrets and lies had been peeled 

back to reveal the novel’s dark heart, the final chapters continued to surprise me 

with yet more chilling revelations…    

 

Carol Attridge 

I wasn't in love with this book at the beginning. It didn't grip me as I'd hoped, at 

least not until the end! There was a lot of background to take in about the 

characters and chopping from one timeline to another did get a bit confusing. 



 

But it was well written and easy to read otherwise.  It's not until the last 

quarter of the book it all starts falling into place and all the 

suspicions you had or didn't have fall into place and you get that 

ahhh moment.  It's worth sticking with for that reason. I'd say give it ago it's 

definitely worth reading.    

 

Kathryn Whitfield 

This is a great page – turner, I was instantly captivated.  

I really enjoyed this story, set in the dark side of Hollywood amongst the rich 

and famous and how with money comes power and how much they get away 

with. I enjoy stories set in two time lines,  this is set in 2010 and 1980. We follow 

the main character Kelly five years after her release from prison and before she 

murdered the Movie Director or is she innocent?  The story has lots of twists 

that it makes you wonder. It was a great suspense novel and I will be 

looking out for more from this author.    

You can follow Kathryn on Twitter: @kathreenieA  

 

Ed Robson  

‘What Remains of Me’ is a disappointing thriller that offers little in 

the way of tension, characterisation or plot twists.  

The main focus of this Hollywood-set novel is on the character of Kelly Lund, 

who was convicted of murder as a teenager. The story switches between 1980, 

around the time of the murder, and 2010, five years after her release from 

prison. Throughout the novel the question is raised as to whether Lund actually 

committed the crime for which she was imprisoned. Additional murders, 

accidents and disappearances are introduced in both time frames. Switching 

from the past to the present at least gives some energy to the plot, but despite 

the interesting premise, the story fails to build any tension – surely a 

prerequisite for a successful thriller. The ‘twists’, when they do arrive, fail to 

make any real impact or create any surprise,  because by the end hardly any of 

the characters have generated any sympathy in the reader. The one exception is 

Kelly’s lover, who is intriguing but is given no back story: this is presumably to 

build up a sense of mystery around the character, but the revealing of his 

identity just leaves you with a feeling of ‘so what’? Setting the novel in 

Hollywood, Gaylin falls into the trap of making the majority of the characters 

either famous (or related to famous) and obnoxious, or not famous and bitter. 



 

As a result, the main protagonists are stereotypes that it’s hard to root for. One 

to avoid, sadly.    

 

Jayne Burton  

I thoroughly enjoyed this book by an author I haven’t read before.   

Well worth a read – a thriller at it’s best.   

It had me gripped from the start and led me along paths I wasn’t expecting, to a 

wonderful final twist in the tale.  

Highly recommend it – want more! 

  

Beth Winsor  

Lots of twists and turns!  

I really enjoyed this and found the characters and story very absorbing. Lots of 

twists and turns in the story, didn't guess the ending. (Everyone in the story 

may have reason to commit the crimes, so it would be hard to guess!)  

I wasn't quite sure the ending was as good as I wanted it to be, but it was not a 

crushing disappointment, as I feared! The book as a whole was 

entertaining and gripped throughout. 

 

Sharon Wood  

Set in Hollywood and switching between events in the 1980s and 30 years later, 

Kelly Lund has been freed from prison after serving time for killing a film 

director and father of her friend when she was just 17.  When her father-in-law, 

a famous Hollywood actor, is killed in similar circumstances, Kelly is in the 

frame.  The book switches back and forth, filling in the background until the 

“case” is revealed.  The book was very “American” but moved along at a good 

pace and kept up interest.  I sometimes lost just what era I was reading about 

and had to backtrack to find out, but the writing was ok and the twists and 

turns and associations, although a bit far-fetched, were entertaining enough.  

I’m not sure I was that keen on any of the characters, nor did I believe a lot of 

the coincidences but that didn’t particularly detract from the story and I wanted 

to know how it would end, so it didn’t drag or become tedious.  I did quite 

enjoy the double twist at the end so the book ended with a bit of a 

wry smile.     



 

Emily Wright  

If you enjoy psychological thrillers that leave you wondering which characters 

to trust and just who is telling the truth,’ What Remains of Me’ is a suspenseful 

novel which will keep you guessing.  

When Kelly Michelle Lund was seventeen she confessed to shooting renowned 

movie director John McFadden. Thirty years later, five years after Kelly’s 

release from prison, McFadden’s close friend Sterling Marshall is found shot. 

Kelly, now married to Sterling’s son Shane, is the prime suspect. Kelly is hiding 

the truth, but so too are Hollywood’s elite, and their secrets run deeper than 

anyone could imagine.  The plot cleverly weaves the present day narrative 

together with the story of Kelly’s life as a teenager, when she becomes friends 

with Sterling’s daughter, Bellamy. Under Bellamy’s powerful influence, Kelly is 

drawn into the vortex of Hollywood with fated consequences.  With an intricate 

web of family ties and divided loyalties, the author conjures an atmosphere of 

deceit, mistrust and red herrings. In Gaylin’s hands what could have been a 

disjointed novel is tautly plotted and compelling, with intricate twists and turns 

throughout. Clues to the truth are littered tantalisingly throughout the novel, 

with just enough gaps left to prevent the reader from forming a coherent picture 

of events until the end.  Just when I thought all the secrets and lies had 

been peeled back to reveal the novel’s dark heart, the final chapters 

continued to surprise me with yet more chilling revelations…     

  

Dawn   

Thoroughly enjoyed this thriller, jumping back and forth in time 

with many twists and turns along the way. Just perfect for keeping me 

from putting the book down  I'll definitely be looking to read other books by A.L 

Gaylin in the future.      

 

 

 

 

 

 


