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Q: When did you begin working on the revision? 
 
A: When the original edition came out in 2003, the ink was still damp when I began thinking of 
what I wanted to add and what changes I wanted to make—that is the nature of the beast in the 
world of travel books. Things are forever changing. 
 
Q: How was the experience of writing the book similar/different this time around? 
 
A: Having a working format and extant foundation upon which to create a new book was 
invaluable. This time I had a clearer direction and a more specific idea of what I wanted to do, 
while the first book was more of an organic project that morphed over time into its eventual 
shape. But the criteria for this new compilation remained the same: these would be places well-
known and not, that deserved a place on my own personal Life List. 
 
Q:  Do you think the revision will be as popular as the first book? 
 
A: I think true travellers are insatiable and curious in general, and those who embraced the 
original will see this book as I do: a whole new tome about the world’s best and worst kept 
secrets; a must-have reference. And then there is that new wave of travellers who are in a 
different place in their lives right now, ready to travel when they may not have been back then. 
 
Q:  What is new to the book, and what are a few places you can’t believe you missed the 
first time around? 
 
A: More than 50% of the material is new and newly organised, plus there are more than 200 
entirely new places. I knew that China, Russia and India were only modestly covered, so in the 
new book I fleshed out those chapters considerably. And countries of the former Soviet bloc—
the Baltic states, Ukraine, Georgia—were barely on my radar when I began researching the 
original book in 1995. They are well represented this time around. The former Yugoslavia was 
reeling from war at that time—but Croatia, Slovenia, and Montenegro are now open for business 
and guaranteed to become new favourites. 
 
 

—OVER— 



 
Q:  What are a few places that were in the original that you hadn’t visited, and have since 
visited, that have surprised you and received fresh write-ups?  
 
A: Oh yes—a great number of destinations. Far-flung places like Bhutan and Papua New Guinea 
were even more remarkable than I had anticipated, while more accessible places like Scotland 
and Argentina surprised me with their beauty. I do a great deal of research, but there’s nothing 
like the real deal.  
 
Q: Was your upbringing or your parents particularly instrumental in the final road you 
chose? 
 
A: I was born and raised in Beacon, New York, a small town in the mid-Hudson Valley, with 
parents who worked always, travelled little, and understood that education was everything. I got 
a fine academic education, but to me a week on the road was worth a semester back at school. In 
their own way, they recognised that, and were extremely supportive in every dalliance I took in 
the years following college—and well after that—when I’m sure they were hoping I would 
accept a well-paying job, settle down and do them proud. But they understood that travel was my 
passion. 
 
Q: And finally, could you make a question of your own and answer it? 
 
A: What is a simple thing that any traveller can do to enhance his or her experience? 
     Smile. 
 


