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Gavin Dimmock  

When her daughter goes missing, 
Freedom Oliver stops at nothing to save 
her.  

What a pulsating, driving rush this 
book is. It is a superbly crafted 
novel and thoroughly mesmerizing. 
If I understand the word correctly, then 
I’d term this as “visceral”. 

Originally jailed for the killing of her cop 
husband, Freedom Oliver has spent the 
past 18 years under witness protection 
after his brother was later convicted of 
the crime. Forced to give up her young 
son and new born daughter just hours 
after delivering her, Freedom has kept 
silent watch from afar over her children. 
When her brother-in-law is released from 
prison and her daughter goes missing, 
Freedom will stop at nothing in her quest 
to save her. 

The writing in this debut from Ireland based, New York born Jax Miller is 
punchy, effective, often brutal but always keenly observed. Miller has created 
characters with depth and rich appeal; characters whom you care about, 
villains who you loathe. Her portrayal of Freedom vividly captures a mother 
torn by her past indiscretions and mistakes, racked with guilt and self-loathing 
yet possessed of a resolute determination to make amends. 

‘Freedom’s Child’ is a stunning, scintillating romp through the darker side of 
America; a dark underbelly teeming with self-proclaimed religious prophets, 
seedy criminals, lawless biker gangs and corrupt law enforcement. It reads 



easily, rather like a gritty graphic novel, and is very hard to put 
down. The story builds wonderfully and has a satisfyingly fabulous ending. 

This is great fun to read, an absolute joy. Imagine your favourite crime noir 
film only in written words and on a page. 

https://themoustachioedreader.wordpress.com 

 

Phylippa Smithson  

This gritty, disturbing, powerful and carefully exposed thriller is 
page-turningly brilliant.  

Freedom is a woman out of control who drinks herself to oblivion, sleeps around 
and lacks any sense of self preservation.  She just exists to save enough of her 
prescribed medication to take an overdose and end the pain of the life she has 
been forced to leave behind.  Until she learns that the daughter she was forced to 
give up, has disappeared. And then we learn of a different side to Freedom.  The 
woman who’s life has left her raw from its hardships and who has been running 
away from her true self.  This self is caring, is driven and is going to do 
everything to get her act together for those she loves. 

Rebekah and Mason are siblings, separated after the latter is kicked out by their 
adopted parents for not conforming to the demands of his religious extremism.  
Despite the separation, they find a way to use social media to communicate.  
Then Rebekah disappears and Mason puts on hold his career ambition, to be the 
youngest senior partner in his law firm, to find her. 

The Delaneys are bad people.  Matthew, Luke, John and their obese Mother, 
Lyn, are on a mission to find Freedom.  To find Rebekah and Mason.  To put 
right the wrong that saw Matthew put away for the murder of his brother, 
John.   

Who finds who first is revealed in hard hitting imagery.  Miller packs a ruthless 
story of real people living life far beyond the gloss and glamour associated with 
the ‘American Dream.’ 

A book to fully absorb yourself in. 

 

Sue Burton  

Fast paced novel with many twists and turns.  Reminded me of a 
Dean Koontz book. 



Not sure about this book and whether I actually liked the main character 
Freedom.  I am sure that this is the first book in a series which will show 
Freedom in a different light. 

 

Nikki Whitmore  

A wild ride.  

I don't normally read much US crime/thriller fiction, maybe one or two books a 
year at most but I'm really glad I put in a request for this one. I read 
‘Freedom's Child’ over a couple of days but only because I have to 
work to fund my book habit otherwise I'm pretty sure I'd have 
devoured it in an afternoon. 

I liked that it was gritty and harsh. The language and the emotion felt real and 
raw and I liked that even though she is so flawed, I was immediately drawn to 
Freedom and was rooting for her throughout the novel.  Perhaps the thing I 
loved most was that the story wasn't what I expected at all. From the blurb, I 
had already formed ideas about Freedom's husband, his family and her 
character that turned out to be totally wrong. I was wrong-footed from the 
start and that kept me on my toes for the rest of the book.  

I'm hoping that this isn't the last we see of Freedom Oliver, but whether she 
decides to continue this story or not, I'll definitely keep an eye out for Jax 
Miller's next book. 

www.whitterswitters.wordpress.com/  

 

Angie Rhodes  

"My name is Freedom Oliver, and I killed my daughter" this is the first line of 
the debut book by Jax Miller. 

No ordinary thriller either. Freedom, (not her real name) is under witness 
protection, and is looking for her daughter. Not an easy thing to do seeing as the 
man she helped put behind bars twenty years ago is now free and he wants 
blood! Freedom’s and her family’s. 

This is a rollercoaster of a book, and one hell of a read. 

Freedom is a strong and determined woman, one who will do anything to find 
her daughter, even if it means going up against the family from Hell. 

 



Reba Khatun  

I was hooked from the first page and raced through this tense thriller. Freedom 
has a new life under the Witness Protection Programme after killing her cop 
husband.  Forced to give up her son and daughter she leads a miserable life of 
getting drunk to block out a rape and saving up her anti-psychotic pills to 
commit suicide.  After her daughter disappears she is on a desperate journey 
across states to track her down.   

The author had me guessing to the end of the book as to “who dunnit.”  
Beautifully written, fast-paced, it held my attention till the very last 
word.   A great read even though it does cover sensitive subjects.  Jax 
Miller is definitely an author to watch. 

 

Annette Woolfson 

I was really taken with the blurb on this book “Call me what you will: a 
murderer, a cop killer, a fugitive, a drunk…” Freedom Oliver is a tormented 
character in the Witness Protection Programme who is struggling with her guilt 
at having handed over her children for adoption. When she learns that her 
daughter has gone missing, Freedom is on a mission to find her. Sounds good. 
Unfortunately it just didn’t work for me. I didn’t really believe in the characters 
– they were caricatures of all the baddies, goodies, cops (good and bad) and 
evangelical ministers that we always see depicted in Hollywood. The plot was 
just too contrived, downright unbelievable in places in fact and, 
without sounding prudish, I found it unnecessarily crude at times. I 
was hoping for a new R.J. Ellory but I’m afraid this just didn’t quite deliver. 

 

Debbie Patrick  

A heart-stopping debut thriller about a woman named Freedom, 
who will stop at nothing to save the daughter she only knew for two 
minutes and seventeen seconds. 

“Call me what you will: a murderer, a cop killer, a fugitive, a drunk” 

There's a lot people don't know about Freedom Oliver. They know she works at 
the local bar. They know she likes a drink or two. 

What they don't know is that Freedom is not her real name. That she has spent 
the last eighteen years living under Witness Protection, after being arrested for 
her husband's murder. They don't know that she put her two children up for 



adoption, a decision that haunts her every day. 

Then Freedom's daughter goes missing, and everything changes. Determined to 
find her, Freedom slips her handlers and heads to Kentucky where her kids were 
raised. No longer protected by the government, she is tracked by her husband's 
sadistic family, who are thirsty for revenge. But as she gets closer to the truth, 
Freedom faces an even more dangerous threat. 

She just doesn't know it yet. 

I thought this would be right up my street as it’s the sort of book I like reading 
and it sounded a good thrilling interesting read. 

Unfortunately there is something missing in this book & I’m not 100% sure what 
it is, I just didn’t find that it kept my attention the way it should & I didn’t care 
much if Freedom ever saw her missing daughter or son again. The characters 
didn’t get my sympathy the way they should have done. 

However, I was recovering from an operation so may have just not been able to 
concentrate the way I should have done. 

Don’t think I would bother reading another of her novels unless her 
characterisation improves. 

 

Tanya Thurling 

Well I raced through this book in just two days so I think that speaks for itself.  

The story of Freedom Oliver and her quest to find her daughter. Your thrown 
into the action from the get go and it doesn't slow down. Along the way 
you learn Freedom's story. The truth about what happened all those years ago 
and how she ended up where she is now. A drunk with a penchant for getting 
into fights and trouble, Freedom is quite the character to begin with, but as you 
learn more about her you really begin to feel for her. Life dealt her a crappy 
hand and she's been paying the price every single day. 

When she learns about her daughter's disappearance she sets off to find her. 
Breaking quite a few laws, and getting into some scrapes along the way. Throw 
in some manic ex family, strange cults and a cop with a crush and a big heart 
and you've got yourself a darn good thriller. Well worth a read! 

 

Oliver Keating 

Jax Miller's debut novel tells the story of Freedom's Child, a fast 



moving pacey novel. Freedom must always be one step ahead of her 
pursuers. She is a very gutsy character and I couldn't help but admire 
her.  

Opening chapters describe vividly her work in a bar, you smell the smoke and 
alcohol. There are some strong roles played by the Sheriff, Police and a group of 
religious zealots. Its Freedoms character that stands out. There are some strong 
lines in the book - it’s not for the faint hearted.  

Freedom must risk stepping out of her witness protection and begin her 
relentless search. She is pursued not only by the Delaney family who are out for 
revenge, but also a man, a man who loves her.   

 

Margaret Madden  

A debut to be read with the knowledge that you will get nothing done 
once you start! Unputdownable! Thrills, thrills and more thrills, 
with a kick-ass female protagonist.  Not for faint hearted.  

Freedom Oliver is a drunk.  She is trouble.  She is desperate.  She is in Witness 
Protection.  She needs to find her daughter.  The daughter that she only held for 
a few minutes, over twenty years ago.  Something sinister has happened and 
nothing can hold Freedom back any longer.  Just who will she have to take 
down on her journey? 

This debut from US born author, Jax Miller, is unusual.  It uses the format of a 
crime thriller (good guys, bad guys, murder, mayhem and clever detective 
work), yet there is no real detective.  There is badness in the goodies and some of 
the bad guys lean toward the good side.  The past is brought into the present 
and ongoing nightmares become reality.  

The novel opens with a confident approach.  A strong female protagonist, 
ballsy, tough, determined and yet flawed.  Booze is Freedom's drug of choice 
and sex is just a quick fix.  She has no ties, no family, no links to her past and a 
seriously bad temper.  There is such an anger in Freedom's character.  A bitter 
and twisted past, a traumatic event and the loss of her kids has made her teeter 
on the edge of sanity for more than two decades.  The disappearance of her 
daughter is going to tip her one way or the other.  The cross country journey 
that she takes is one of pain, sorrow and a host of crazy events.  Everyone she 
touches, everyplace she goes, each time she enters a room; it all ends up in 
bloody chaos.  There are thrills after thrills, bodies piling up, firearms, 
motorcycles, drugs, sex and a whole lot of bad language.  The atmosphere is 



dark. Very dark.  There are religious cults, drug-fuelled family feuds and sexual 
mistreatment.   But, highly recommended. 

www.BleachHouseLibrary.Blogspot.ie/  

Twitter: @margaretbmadden 

 

Genevieve McAllister 

Jax Miller’s debut thriller is fast-moving, tough-talking and hard-
hitting exploring how far the individual will go to assimilate into a 
different society and what it means to be a mother. 

Jax Miller’s debut thriller is fast-moving, tough-talking and hard-hitting.   

Nessa Delaney, aka Freedom Oliver, has been a protected witness for the past 
eighteen years, since the death of her husband.  She’s in hiding from her 
husband’s mother and brothers, a terrifying and repellent family if ever there 
was.  She’s also the town drunk, regretting every day the decision she took to 
give her up two young children so she could disappear properly.  

Now her brother-in-law is out of prison and the rest of the Delaneys are intent 
on revenge.  Freedom knows she has to get to her children before they do. 

Jax Miller’s heroine is hard to like in a way: she’s developed a hard-bitten 
persona and won’t let anyone close to her but as the novel develops we learn 
more about her and her past and what’s driving her.  It’s also hard initially to 
identify who’s who as the plot skips around to bring in all the characters, but 
before long I was drawn into the chase and the pace picks up heart-stoppingly – 
a familiar format until it’s thrown on its head by an unexpected plot thread.   

Whilst Freedom’s Child is undoubtedly a thriller, it explores how far the 
individual will go to assimilate into a different society and movingly, what it 
means to be a mother. 

 

Vicki Sharman 

I admit I was sceptical when I first chose this book. I had just finished reading a 
best-seller that did not impress me and did not think ‘Freedom's Child’ would be 
my cup of tea. Boy was I in for a surprise! Freedom is the kind of character who 
comes off so raw and reckless when you are first introduced to her but as the 
book progresses her heart and dedication soon made her someone I came to 
admire and love. It was fast paced from beginning to end and a 
constant rollercoaster of emotions. I'd recommend this to anyone 



looking to open their 'inner Freedom'. I can't wait to read what's 
next from Jax Miller. 

 

Nicola Cooper 

This book was not for me as it was a little far-fetched although I 
think others may enjoy it.  It certainly wasn’t boring! 

I started this book and felt it started well.  I was excited by this new author and 
it was different.  However, it seemed to go downhill and there was too much 
going on making it a difficult read and I struggled to finish it.    Most of the time 
I didn’t know what was going on.  Letters to the children, were I felt also 
unnecessary.  This is about a woman with a new identity who has lost touch 
with her children 18 years earlier and seeks to find them.  The basic scenario of 
a woman in Witness Protection who risks everything when she hears of her 
daughter's disappearance has plenty of potential, but Jax Miller piles far too 
much on top - arson, drugs, rape, gun-running, skinhead gangs, religious cults, 
even a Native American shaman believe it or not - It's just too much to take 
seriously. Then, after more than 300 pages of build up the book just fizzles out, 
ending in a few limp paragraphs. 


