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Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Amelie Chatham, age 12 

Too close to home is a great 
story for people who come 
from small families, because 
it makes you feel as if you 
are part of Minny's family.  

Too close to home is about how 
Minny, Aisling and Selena cope 
with their dad coming back from 
New York with his new girlfriend 
Harriet. Minny and Aisling are 
devastated that their dad is back, 
but Selena seems over the moon. 
It doesn't help that whenever he 
comes to visit his daughters, he 
looks down on their new friend 
Franklin. This book is great for 
those who love happy endings 
that always hint a new 
beginning. 

 

Eleanor Chung, age 13 

I read the blurb and was certainly intrigued. However, for me, it was 
difficult to get into.  

This book is about a family with busy lives and many problems all cramped into 
a tiny house! Their lives are just as fulfilled as many other people's. However, 
within the first chapter lots of characters and their problems were introduced 
which was confusing and made it difficult to keep up with. 

 



 
 

Rachel Ilsley  

This book is about Minny’s life at her grandmother’s house. Her life is very busy 
at the moment what with her Father, who has just returned from America 
where he had been living for three years. She is also trying to look normal in 
front of the new boy (who happens to be living at her other Granny’s house), her 
sister is autistic and her best friend doesn’t like her anymore. 

I really loved Aoife Walsh’s character, Minny. She is funny, honest and likeable. 
I enjoyed reading about her and the way she deals with the challenges of life. 

I really loved reading this book and would advise you to read it to. I 
hope there will be another book after this enjoyable read! 

 

Isabel Kardos-Stowe, age 11 

I would rate this book 8/10. I would recommend it to anyone who 
loves a good, heartfelt novel. 

Too close to home is about Minny and her huge, hectic family. Her sister Aisling 
has autism and is being bullied at school. Minny's mum is very busy with a play 
and Babi, the grandmother who is supposed to be looking after the children, is 
too busy with her boyfriend to take care of the children. So that leaves Minny to 
take care of her sisters (Aisling and Selena) and her baby brother Raymond! To 
add to all the mayhem Minny's father returns for America after years of being 
away. This causes may fights and arguments. There is also Franklin; he is 
staying at their other grandmother’s house due to an interesting past.  

I really enjoyed this book because, despite there being lots of different things 
going on and lots of different characters, and it was written in a way that you 
could remember everything that was going on. My favorite character was 
Aisling as everyone thinks that because of her disability she will not be able to 
do very much or have any good ideas. However, later on in the story you find 
that she is smarter than you might think. I think this book is suitable for anyone 
over the age of 11. I would rate it 8/10. The only thing that could have made it 
better was I felt that there could have been more description. Overall, I would 
recommend this book for anyone who loves a good, heartfelt novel. 

 

Elizabeth Wood, age 11 

I could not put this book down.  Once I got into it, I was hooked and 
needed to know what was going to happen next to Minny. 



 
 

This book tells the story of Minny and her family.  They are not an unusual 
family, but they are also not really normal!  They are going through traumatic 
times.  My favourite character was Selena, Minny's little sister, because she is 
an optimistic little girl who is also very funny.  The author describes the 
characters and situations they find themselves in vividly.  There are some sad 
parts of this story, but it all turns out good in the end!  The ending was excellent, 
because it tied all the loose ends up and there were no questions left about any of 
the characters.  I think this book would be suitable for girls, aged 9+, who like a 
bit of drama.  If you like Jacqueline Wilson style books, you would enjoy this 
story. 

 

 


