
Judi Curtin – You’ve Got a Friend Q+A 
 
Where did you get the idea for You’ve Got a Friend?  

 
I wanted to write more about Molly and Beth, and realised that Molly’s dad had always been in 
the background of the stories. I knew I wanted to develop the relationship between Molly and 
her Dad, and the best way was to give him a problem that Molly could solve by going back to his 
past. I slept on it for a few nights, and after that, the ideas came quickly. (Around that time, I had 
got a new kitten called Pablo, and I knew he had to be part of the story too.) 

 
Do you do any research before writing your time travel books?  

 
For the Molly and Beth stories, all the events happen in time periods that I can remember, so 
most of my research involves looking at my old photo albums, and chatting to my parents and 
my siblings about their memories of those times. 

 
 

What was the coolest thing about the 1970s?  
 
It was a very cool period! I loved the clothes and the jewellery and the music - pretty much 
everything. 

 
Which has been your favourite era to write about?  
I think the seventies has been my favourite - I have many happy memories from that time. 

 
 

How far back in time would you like to send Molly and Beth back to? 1900s? 1800s?  
Hmmm, I’m not sure I’d ever send them that far back. So far, the stories have dealt with the 
fairly recent past, and I like the way that has worked. Anything could happen though, so watch 
this space! 

 
 

Do your fans ever try to suggest story ideas to you?  
Yes, quite often young readers come to me with ideas - and some of them are very good. I 
haven’t used any yet, but I could well do in the future - with their permission, of course. 

 
This is your 26th book – how does it feel to have written so many?!  
Sometimes I can’t quite believe it, and I find myself counting up to make sure I’m right. Mostly I 
just feel very lucky. 

 


