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Aaaarrgghh, Spider! like the other 
titles by Lydia Monks, is so much fun 
to read together. You’ll find yourself 
shouting out ‘Aaaarrgghh, Spider!’  
and other simple phrases like ‘Out 
you go’ and ‘Look at me’, which is 
just what’s needed to help develop 
skills in early readers. The story 
revolves around a spider who 
wants to be a family pet, but finds 
that everyone is terrified of her. 
The wonderful pictures and lovely 
textured pages make Lydia’s 
books a real treat to share.

 2+ / £5.99

Also available in audio / £7.99 
Read by Dawn French

Q. What book did you love as a child and why? 
A.  I remember my teacher at infant school reading us The Hobbit.  

I was enthralled, and have loved the story ever since. 

Q.  Who are your current favourite children’s authors/illustrators and why? 

A.  I love Julia Donaldson – of course, and am very proud to work with 
her. My favourite book of hers I think is Stick Man. I also like David 
Lucas. His books are really quirky. My favourite of his is Cake Girl. I 
think Mini Grey is great too. So imaginative. I love The Pea and the 
Princess. I’m a big fan of Marc Boutavant. I’d love to be him! I could  
go on though...

Q.  What tips would you give to encourage children to read? 
A.  I loved to listen to stories when I was little. I  still listen to talking 

books while I work. I think to hear a story being read by someone 
fantastic can bring a book to life and inspire a child to pick up a book 
themselves. I have got Fantastic Mr Fox on in the car at the moment, 
read by Roald Dahl himself. I listen to it even when the children aren’t 
with me!

Q.  What do you enjoy best about being an author? 
A.  The best bit about being an author for me is creating stories which I 

can then draw. I also love getting to meet other authors.

Q.  Tell us something about yourself that you think might surprise people 
A. I’m no good at surprises!
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