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Robin Johansson, age 14 
 
From the start, this book is an 
action packed page turner. A 
huge battle between good and evil, 
right and wrong. This book is 
definitely for anyone. It has a piece of 
every genre; action, love, revenge. 
It’s just a quality piece of writing. The 
book has everything in it! Espionage, 
dishonesties, double agents and 
exploitation! Even though this piece 
of writing is 12+, it could certainly be 
for anyone! In conclusion, I would 
unquestionably recommend this 
book! You are just powerless to put 
it down! 

 

Alice D'Angelo 

After the death of the deputy mayor 
(allegedly caused by being attacked 
by Rhesus monkeys) the humans of Delhi are terrified of the Rhesus, even after 
living in the same city peacefully together for many years, so they get the 
Langur monkeys to help. By giving them fruit the Langur will get rid of the 
Rhesus and give the humans safety again, but giving them power has started a 
monkey war. Mico is a young Langur monkey, and lives with the rest of his 
troop in the newly acquired cemetery.  Papina is a young Rhesus monkey, 
stripped from her peaceful home in the cemetery, forced to wander the city with 
the few survivors of her troop as refugees after the massacre.  The Langur have 
been taught fighting honour; to respect those that fight for justice, but when 
Mico uncovers a dark secret, will the other monkeys help, or have they been 
trained to only follow orders no matter what they are?  Suffering many losses, 
Papina finds herself having to trust Mico with her life, but can she continue the 
friendship if he keeps letting her and her troop down?  Can the troops join forces 
to bring safety, or will there never be peace when there’s power?  Throughout 
the book (which is based on the true story of the deputy mayor), the monkeys 
are interesting characters, and for once the humans barely get a mention; they 



are just a small part of the monkey world. This makes a refreshing difference 
from stories that rely on humans throughout, even when the main characters 
are animals. I would recommend this to anyone who enjoys an 
interesting, original story. 

 

Safiyah Afghan 

Monkey Wars is a spectacular book about two rival monkey gangs; and of one 
monkey trying to restore peace. Full of twists and turns, adventure and 
romance this book is a fantastic book that readers will find hard to 
put down. A riveting tale perfect for most readers, there is action, adventure 
and a sprinkling of romance; an all-round book perfect for most people. Kurt 
has written the book beautifully, allowing readers to truly connect with all of 
the characters in the book, major and minor ones. Exciting and heart-
wrenching, this book explores all aspects of monkey life on the streets. A truly 
inspirational book, with lovely characters and an interesting plot, Monkey 
Wars is a must read. 

 

 

Josh Travers, age 14 

When Anthony Horowitz said that Monkey Wars was ‘strikingly original’, he 
was certainly not wrong. This book leads you through the world of Kolkata’s 
primate population, a world consumed by a deadly scramble for power that 
spills the blood of every monkey species involved. At the epicentre of the 
bloodshed is the Langur troop, a legion of ruthless killers who have fought long 
and hard for dominance. But it is one of their own, Mico, who takes a stand 
against their brutal regime. As the reader joins Mico on his path through the 
story, the dangerous world around him is gradually peeled away to reveal 
things much more sinister: tyranny, corruption, lust for power. Richard Kurti, 
the author, has brought this beautifully original story from brainwave to book, 
retaining every ounce of its power and passion. An absolute page turner, 
this book flows swiftly and smoothly, taking the reader on a magical 
journey across the bustling city of Kolkata through the eyes of the 
monkeys that fight to call it home. I could not recommend this book highly 
enough. 

 


