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Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

 

Rebecca Hooper, year 9 

I loved this truly moving book 
set in Laos. It is about a boy and a 
bear and how their paths cross not 
once but twice. The connection 
between the boy (Tam )and the bear 
was special and it was beautiful. 
Tam's devotion to the bear that got 
him into trouble was touching and is 
something that I would like to see 
more often. The way Tam didn't care 
what the consequences were, as long 
as his friend the bear was safe was 
so sweet that it made me smile for 
ages. The ending was just lovely as 
the boy and the bear made it out of 
the terrible place where they 
'worked' and they lived happily. 

 

  

 

 

Shannon Mitchell, year 8, Great Torrington School 

I loved this book it was full of heartbreak, joy and feeling.  Also it touched 
on a subject that most people don’t even think about. 

The book is about a boy called Tam and after he was forced t move out of  hi 
home in the forest he has to make money for his family so he decides to go and 
work on a bear farm not sure of what to expect !on arriving at the farm thing 
are not what he expected the bear are used to produce a thing called bear bile  
and soon a new sickly cub arrives on the farm a tam secretly nurses him back to 
health and they become best of friends but when they start using him for bear 



bile the decide to escape and in the end tam opens a bear sanctuary.  This is one 
of my all time favourite books and I love the way you feel everything from love 
to hate. 

 

 

Emma Turner, age 11, St Paul’s CE Primary School, St Leonards-on-
Sea. 

Moon Bear is an animal story full of adventure and sadness at the same time. It 
follows two stories which become one. A young boy, Tam, is taken from his 
village in Laos to work in the city and a young bear cub, Sôokdìi, is captured in 
the forest and smuggled into the same city in order to provide bear bile to the 
Asian medicine market. Tam’s future becomes tied up with Sôokdìi’s and as you 
read the story you become caught up too, wanting them both to be free. Not 
knowing much about this terrible industry I was shocked to read about what 
happens to these beautiful moon bears. This book is great if you love animals 
and are concerned about how they are looked after. You will learn a lot about 
the ill treatment of the bears and you will find yourself wanting to find out more 
about this terrible trade in bear bile and do something about it. Gill Lewis 
writes in an exciting style keeping the reader hanging on to every 
twist and turn of the adventure. Even in the last few pages my heart 
fell and rose again with the final events. Read this great book and 
join the fight to save the bears. 

 

James Wilson, age 11 

Moon Bear is entertaining like no other book and I love this book. It 
is absolutely awesome and should be read by any person 10+.   It is a fairly 
easy book to read but has a few hard words. It is a wonderfully descriptive 
book and has some brilliantly disgusting stuff in it.  Read this book 
and you will feel like you are part of the story. 

   

Emma Baird, age 10 

Fresh mountain air, fresh water, family and friends, a proper home. You never 
know how much you’ve got until you lose it. 

When Tam’s village moved to the city everything started to go wrong. Soon 
after the move Tam had to go to work, on a bear farm. Not a very pleasant job. 
Especially when you’ve got a favourite little bear...   This is a story of 
friendship and betrayal. I love this book because you really feel how 
the characters feel, it even made me cry at times. But it has a happy 



ending too. I would recommend it to boys and girls, especially if you’re a fan 
of Michael Morpurgo.  Please read Moon Bear. 

 

Katie Humphreys  age 10 

This book was one of the best books I have ever read! Moon Bear is 
very moving and I love the way that this story is written all about 
bravery and survival. 

I like this book because it is all about determination and adventure, and 
desperation and hope. 

It had many descriptive words that just made you feel like you were there, 
watching it all happen. 

My favourite part of this book is when Tam and Kham help the bear cub to 
dance and do tricks in front of everyone! 

I would definitely recommend this book to anyone who loves animals (And that 
is probably everyone in the world!) I would rate this book: 9 3/4 - 10!!  

 


