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Aimee Sweet, age 11 

“He patted his lucky card, safe now in 
his pocket, and sent up a pointless 
prayer for Bennie Jinks. The he made 
a run for it. Two guns exploded with 
sharp cracks ant the door frame at 
his shoulder shattered into knotty 
fragments. A rush of panic consumed 
him and he cried out in fear; then he 
was running…”  

Dalton Fly tastes foods for the rich 
and so does his best friend Bennie 
Jinks: or, in other words, they’re 
poison boys. They haven’t been 
poisoned yet but it all turns upside 
down when they enter the house of 
Dropmore.  Scarlet Dropmore is a 
sentaway, a child living away from 
their important parents for 
protection. She lives in the House of 
Dropmore and longs to be free and 
rid of her marcher (who is a person 
who protects a sentaway and makes sure that nobody realises who Scarlet is). 
One day she persuades her marcher to throw a party for her sixteenth birthday. 
She thought nothing could go wrong but a tiny part of her feared the worst that 
could happen. She ignored it but that was a big mistake. When they meet a 
thousand problems occur but inside these problems secrets are revealed but 
some of them might bring deadly consequences to those unlucky ones who find 
out.Together along with Sal, another poison boy (who badly needs a haircut) , 
they begin a long and complicated quest to find the murderers and to help save 
lives. 

I hope you read this book because I love the way Moss creates these so 
life-like characters in front of my eyes, they seem so real that it’s like 
their my friends. If you are passionate about horror and you love a book with 



a bit of everything in it, then I suppose you could join the exciting journey of 
reading this book with me!  I give this a five stars because the pace of the novel 
is fast and furious; I can hardly keep up with it! 

 

Karl McGuigan, age 11, St. Colm’s High School 

I thought this book was excellent.  The story is about a boy called Dalton whose 
friend Bennie is poisoned by wine.  Dalton, who is the main character, escapes 
from the house to get an antidote.  My favourite character was Sal, who is like a 
doctor and is trying to determine the sickness.  At the start Bennie dies and 
wants justice in poison boy terms.  Bennie is ghosted!!!!! 

The chapters are just right and the story was just the right.  It is a thrilling 
adventure and I would strongly recommend this book to both boys and 
girls.  It is well worth reading. 

 

Ryan Conway, age 11, St. Colm’s High School 

This is the best book I have read yet.  Once there was a boy called Dalton and he 
was a food taster in olden times.  His friend went to a place and drank poisoned 
wine and had a lucky escape.  Dalton goes looking for an antidote.  But then his 
friend Bennie dies horribly and he wants justice.  Dalton sets out to find the 
murderers. 

I liked Dalton because he was a funny character and very big-hearted. And his 
friend Bennie was a very witty boy. The chapters were just right, not too long 
and not too short.  The story had a very exciting start which I love, but 
it ended too quick.  I loved reading the book and look forward to 
more by that author. 

  

Grace and Louise Parker, age 10 

This story was really gripping, I had to fight it off other members of the 
family!! The relationships between the characters was interesting as the reader, 
we gradually learnt more. The whole way through we wanted to like Dalton, it 
didn't matter what he did or might have done. The excitement in the story 
meant that it was a book I didn't want to put down. 

 

Charlie Mulvanney, age 11, St Paul’s CE Primary School 

The Poison Boy is full of drama from the very first page. As I started to read I 
was hooked in to the description of what was going on and the horrible scene 
that was being described, as Dalton Fly, the hero fought for his life. I started 



asking questions myself as I read the book, who was chasing him? And why? 
What did they want? The descriptions of the fights and the chases are really 
gripping I couldn’t put the book down! This is an interesting, exciting story with 
lots of suspense and some unusual parts where you are unsure until the very 
end of what is happening. I could read this book again and again. It is a 
quality story and it was a pleasure to read. I hope Fletcher Moss will 
write some more books like this. 

 

Amy Clare age 11   

The Poison Boy is a brilliant book. I have enjoyed every minute. I hope there will 
be a sequel to Fletcher Moss’s amazing thriller. I loved following Dalton Fly and 
Scarlet Dropmore as they search for the terrible murders. It becomes more and 
more exciting after every chapter. The emotions that flow through out the 
book are fantastic. Fletcher Moss has certainly tried his very best to 
make this book amazing and he has succeeded in that mission of 
powerful description and amazing language. 

 

Aaryan Sheth 

I have really enjoyed reading Poison Boy because I especially enjoy 
books that include large amounts of suspense and mystery. I 
additionally enjoy the fact that it is set in another era so you learn a lot without 
even realizing. 

I appreciated the main character, Dalton Fly as he was so determined to put his 
life in danger just for the sake of his best friend. I also enjoyed seeing the mix of 
personalities between all the different characters.  One aspect that really 
made the book so incredible was the description. All the adjectives 
brought the book to life and gave a clear picture of the story in my 
mind. Despite the fact that it is described so well, it was still almost impossible 
to predict accurately what was going to happen next.  To improve this book I 
would have explained what a few more of the Victorian phrases meant because 
I believe that if anyone younger than me (10 years old) read it, they may not 
understand it. 

I would definitely recommend this to anyone who enjoys reading books with 
fast moving adventure and mystery. 

 

  

 

 


