
Reading gRoup questions
1. Millie’s mother had already planned a trip to Melbourne and the USA before she  
abandoned her child in a department store. What do you think was going through  

her mind as she did so? How do you feel about what she did?

2. ‘Mum didn’t let me go to Dad’s funeral.’ ‘Well that was probably the best thing for you.’  
Why do you think her mother wouldn’t allow Millie to attend the funeral? Would it have  

been better for both Millie and her mother if they could have shared their grief?  
Should children be less protected from death and loss, and more educated about it?

3. What has been your experience – both of giving and receiving sympathy?

4. Both Karl and Agatha have lost their spouses of many years.  
How do you think Agatha’s marriage compares to Karl’s?

5. The road trip is a popular premise for books and movies. Why is this so?  
Do you think it is effective in this novel?

6. ‘She says SORRYMUMSORRYMUMSORRYMUM in her head.’  
Why do you think that Millie felt the need to keep apologising to her mother?  
When you read The Night Before the First Day of Waiting towards the end of  

the book, how did you feel?

7. Brooke Davis, the author of this novel, is a young woman in her thirties.  
How authentically do you think she has portrayed both Agatha and Karl  

in their eighties, and Millie at seven and a half?

8. What sort of mother will Millie become? How will her parenting  
be shaped by her own childhood experiences?

9. Did you find the ending of the novel satisfactory?

10. If you could interview the author, what questions would you like to ask her?
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