
 
The Abomination by Jonathan Holt 
Part of the 'The Carnivia Trilogy' Series 
 
 

A ‘Piece of Passion’ from the publisher… 
 

'The Abomination plunged me into its world 
straight away. I was hooked from the very first 
page, where a murdered woman is washed up 
onto the steps of an ancient Venice church at 
midnight. She is found half-in, half-out of the 
freezing water, and she is wearing the robes of a 
priest – something that is totally forbidden by 
the Catholic church. 
 
That was such a chilling, arresting opening 
scene, I didn’t think it could be bettered. But 
Jonathan Holt’s choice of locations just got 
more and more intriguing. By the time I had 
journeyed with his characters to an abandoned 
lunatic asylum on an uninhabited island, and 
then to Carnivia.com, an online simulation of 
Venice (an exact replica down to the cracks in 
the paving stones) where users are masked and 
secrets can be shared in absolute anonymity, I 
was already getting the tingling feeling you get with a really exciting submission. 
Before long, what had started as a relatively straightforward murder mystery turned 
into the unravelling of a deep, dark conspiracy with its roots in the Balkan war - a 
conspiracy so disturbingly plausible that the first thing I did when I closed the book 
was start looking for more information on google – and then I wrote an email to my 
colleagues saying “We HAVE to buy this book.” 
 
Everyone at HoZ read The Abomination overnight, and they shared my excitement – 
though, interestingly, for slightly different reasons. Some loved the new take on the 
Venetian setting, which is about as far from a tourist-postcard as you can get. 
Jonathan Holt’s Venice is glamorous and beautiful on the surface, but filthy and 
rotting underneath. The sort of place where cozy trattorias serve up the most perfect, 
al dente sea-urchin taliatelle, while in a nearby boatshed, a mafia victim lies dead in a 
fishtank, his flesh eaten by crabs. Some loved the interplay between the two kickass 



female investigators: Italian Carabinieri Kat Tapo, all cashmere scarves and good red 
wine, and American intelligence officer Holly Boland, all army fatigues and protein 
drinks. Some were most interested by the concept of the encryption-wrapped Carnivia 
website, and its creator Daniele Barbo, a reclusive hacker with a very intriguing 
backstory. And some were really excited – as I was – by the social issues raised by the 
book; about the trafficking of women; about the role of America in the Bosnian war; 
about the role of the Catholic Church in warfare….  
 
All of these reactions seemed to confirm what I had felt when first reading the book – 
which was that this is one of those rare things: a thriller that has a gripping plot, 
complex, believable characters, an intriguing setting and a moral dimension to it as 
well. The last time I read a submission that excited me as much as this one, it was The 
Girl With the Dragon Tattoo by Stieg Larsson (that was when I worked at Quercus). If 
The Abomination sells even a fraction of the copies sold by Stieg, that will make me 
very, very happy. But even if The Abomination never sold a single copy, I would still 
count it as one of the best thrillers I’ve ever read, and I would still be proud and 
delighted to be able to publish it at Head of Zeus.' 
 
Laura Palmer, Fiction Publisher. 


