
 
 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
A Thousand Nights by E. K. Johnston 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Catherine Bryce, age 21 

Superb book taking the reader 
into Arabian Nights genre and 
keeping you there. 

An excellent well-written book set in 
the realms of Arabian Nights with 
surprises, mysticism, love and magic 
all rolled into one. 

The book whisks you away where the 
reader is taken on an unforgettable 
journey as it tells the story of Lo-
Melkhiin, a ruthless king and his young 
wife and their unusual 
romance/marriage and is written 
from the viewpoint of his young wife.  
The author writes in a continuous flow 
and leads the reader through each 
epoch of their marriage and the mysteries and magic that the couple both 
possess. 

An excellent story which will keep the reader's enthusiasm from Page 1 to the 
end and for those who love romances, this one is truly different and enthralling. 

 

Georgina Rowe, age 17 

I loved E. K. Johnston's retelling of Scheherazade's story. I would 
recommend it to anyone who enjoys high fantasy worlds or fairy 
tales, as it was the perfect combination of the two. 

A Thousand Nights isn't really a love story, like its blurb suggests. It's more a 
story of survival, intelligence and bravery, told through the tongue of a girl we 
never quite know.  



 
 

I love this book for many reasons, the first of which being the world in which it 
is set. This world is much unlike my own, where gender roles are even more 
significant, where the desert around them is always forgiving and where small 
gods rule over all. This last aspect was so interesting to me as it shows that 
there is power in faith and power in a concept from which everyone draws hope 
& meaning.  

The protagonist is another element of the story which I adore. We never truly 
know her name, as she is only referred to by titles (queen, sister, daughter-of-
my-heart, etc). But her characterisation and her actions mean that we have no 
need for a name, as she is strong enough without one. Her humbleness and 
kindness could be annoying on any other character, but she somehow embodies 
the best of humanity whilst still seeming human and relatable.  

Whilst the climax of the book happened very close to the end of it, I still adored 
it. The action didn't feel too rushed, as the main character built up to it in little 
ways which weren't apparent until it was all over. And I enjoyed how 
everything was wrapped up in a way which suited the rest of the novel and 
didn't feel disjointed. 

Overall I loved E. K. Johnston's retelling of Scheherazade's story, in a way that 
felt new and alive and wonderful. I would recommend it to anyone who enjoys 
high fantasy worlds or fairy tales, as it was the perfect combination of the two. 

A Thousand Nights is an exquisitely written retelling of Arabian Nights. It tells 
the story of a woman who sacrifices herself in order to save the person she loves 
most, her sister. Agreeing to marry Lo-Melkhiin, a king who has murdered 300 
wives, seems a death sentence to her, but better her than her sister. Night after 
night she survives though, longer than any other wife and so she begins to learn 
more about the king. She becomes involved with the magic that surrounds him, 
and starts to see a way that she might be able to survive, and bring back the 
good king Lo-Melkhiin once was. 

 

Charnell Vevers 

If you are looking for a magical, mystical read with strong female 
characters and vivid world building, then A Thousand Nights is the 
book for you. 

The world building is rich, the descriptions so vivid that you can easily picture 
the gorgeous settings, the buildings, the beautiful clothes and the mouth-
watering food. Even those who struggle to picture worlds will have no problem 



 
 

getting swept up in this one. Characters are important and A Thousand Nights 
contains some strong, brilliant characters. Although we never learn many 
characters names, not even our main character, we learn enough about them 
that it doesn’t matter. Our main character is brave, daring and willing to do 
anything for those she loves. This book shows how strong and wonderful the 
bond between siblings and family can be, but especially those between women. 
This book shows how strong, resilient and needed women are and that I’ll never 
get sick of seeing in my books. 

 

Amelia White, age 15 

Very complicated read! Make sure you read it twice to get your head 
round it. 

It took me a while to get into this book but once I got my head around what i 
was reading and who the characters are it made it a lot easier. What did throw 
me off was the italics because at first I didn't know who's point of view it was 
actually in. However like I said once I got into it the book is a very good read 
and a excellent storyline. The magic in this story is truly amazing and you 
really become the main character. This story is like a romantic mystery to find 
out what happened to Lo-Melkiin all those years ago and is it actually him 
murdering those girls or is there something more to this story? 

 

Humaira Kauser, age 17 

Generally a good book but just not for me. 

I vaguely know the story of 1001 Arabian Nights and I kind of like the new re-
telling of it but I had many problems with this book. 

 Don’t get me wrong this book is uniquely good and interesting in most parts. 
But, for example, the main character and heroine and the person who narrates 
the story was unnamed. I’ve name came across that and it became frustrating. I 
don’t know if that was a custom for women considering the time period but it 
would be nice to put a name on the person who you are trying to imagine. 

Not know the name didn’t help but at the beginning there was another point of 
view. It was very confusing and I didn’t like it much. (You will eventually 
understand it though so don’t let that put you off.) 

To be honest this book took me longer to read than it should have done seeing as 
it was just under 260 pages. However I must say the last 50 pages picked up the 



 
 

pace and turned the negative vibe I was getting from the book around. One 
thing I really enjoyed about the book though was how E.K Johnston had woven 
historical culture into the story- the way people dressed, what they ate and how 
they danced. 

Overall it was a good book but it just wasn’t for me. Other people may enjoy it 
though. 

 

Amelia Corrick-Gough, age 14 

I read this book all in one sitting, because I was glued to the pages! I 
thought this book was absolutely brilliant, and though I found some 
of the terms confusing, the storyline was very good. 

I read this book all in one sitting, because I was glued to the pages! I thought 
this book was absolutely brilliant, and though I found some of the terms 
confusing, the storyline was very good, and the description was so good that I 
could have been there myself. I loved the small sections where the Demon’s 
thoughts interrupted the story, as it made the story more interesting and 
exciting.  I found the story hard to get into at first, but when I got past the first 
few pages, I couldn’t stop reading it. I think this is a great story, and the 
characters are really likeable, so I really didn’t want the book to end. I will be 
watching out for more of E.K Johnston’s books! 

 

Emma Hughes 

This book tells the tale of a lonely girl from the desert, as she adapts 
to life with her new husband, the King of his realm. She discovers a 
strange power within herself, and learns how to nurture it, and help it grow. 
Will she gain enough power to save her husband? Will she escape his formidable 
reputation? All will be revealed in this interesting book, which I 
enjoyed reading. 

 

Lorraine Baker 

This book is a fabulous read with a story that flows along beautifully 
- I did not want it to end and have already recommended it to 
friends.  A wonderful and magical read. 

Lo-Melkhiin killed three hundred girls before he came to my village, looking for 
a wife. 



 
 

When Lo-Melkhiin - a formidable king - arrives at her desert home, she knows 
that he will take her beautiful sister for a wife. Desperate to save her sister from 
certain death, she makes the ultimate sacrifice - leaving home and family 
behind to live with a fearful man. 

But it seems that a strange magic flows between her and Lo-Melkhiin, and night 
after night, she survives. Finding power in storytelling, the words she speaks 
are given strange life of their own. Little things, at first: a dress from home, a 
vision of her sister. But she dreams of bigger, more terrible magic: power 
enough to save a king . . . if only she can stop her heart from falling for a 
monster. 

 

Dahabo Wacays, age 17 

Ghouls? Arabian - nights themed? Strong female protagonist? Yes, 
please! From the first word, this tale gripped me in and refused to let 
me go until the very last word! 

I knew the second I read the synopsis, I'd love this novel and boy, was I right?! 
It is centred on a king who takes a new wife every night and every morning a 
new corpse is discovered. In order to spare her sisters life, she sacrifices her 
own. 300 girls have already perished at the hands of Lo-Melkhinn, but she 
prays that she will be the last. She begins to dream of power, power strong 
enough to stop the king. The only question that remains is, will she remain alive 
long enough to survive death at the hands of Lo-Melkhinn?  

It has an Arabian - Nights esque to it and honestly, I am fascinated with Middle 
Eastern stories was more than enough to appeal to me. If you're looking for 
adventure, action and romance than believe me you, this is the right novel. 

 

Katie, age 14 

Wow! This is an amazing love story filled with the most beautiful 
descriptions of the desert. 

I really enjoyed this book - the story of a girl who is taken from her village to 
marry a cruel king. Magic, demons and small gods are all weaved into the story 
as she fights for her survival. The story is filled with flashbacks and dreams 
which can make it a little tricky to follow at times but overall it was well-written 
and enjoyable. 

 



 
 

Laura, age 18  

A great fantasy story, I enjoyed reading it. 

Was a good book, I really enjoyed this take on the Arabian nights. It's definitely 
a fantasy book and not a love story as the back cover claims though, you don't 
really see that much interaction between the two characters. I really liked the 
sections from the demon's point of view, and how we gradually could 
understand what had happened to Lo-Melkhiin. 

 

Kush Melwani, age 14 

I tried to like this book. I really did... 

I tried to like this book. I really did. A Thousand Nights by E.K. Johnston was a 
major disappointment to me. Built on a weak, almost non-existent premise, 
with characters I couldn’t care less about (who the author couldn’t even be 
bothered to name!) and a novel filled with more rambling than actual events, 
this book generally bored me. I went into this expecting a beautiful romance (as 
it is clearly said on the back of the book that it is a love story), and came out 
with two characters who didn’t even know each other and didn’t fall in love!  To 
call this book a romance is to completely and utterly lie to your reader. There 
was absolutely no story, save for the times when our unnamed main character 
went on and on and on and on about her sister’s life (it honestly sounded more 
interesting than her own), sought out other random members of court and spent 
pages and pages telling us a countless number of useless anecdotes to make one 
simple point. This book was 260 pages of rambling and filler with boring 
characters and no plotline whatsoever. That said, I must admit that E.K. 
Johnston’s writing was amazing, poetic and beautiful. It really helped getting 
one through the book and created an amazing harsh-desert atmosphere. The 
dialogue was so elegant and opulent and was just a pleasure to read. It’s such a 
shame it was wasted on such an overall boring story. 

 

Laura Delve 

This is deeply magical and powerful story. It is one that will seep 
into your bones and stay with you long after you have finished 
reading. 

I had previously heard of the story Arabian Nights and had a vague idea of 
what the story was, but had never actually read it, so this young adult retelling 
instantly intrigued me and was really keen to start. 

This is not the retelling I was expecting as it moves away from the original 
story, but what we get is something even better and I was instantly captivated. 



 
 

 

What struck me the most was how much care, detail and attention had gone 
into the writing of A Thousand Nights. It is not a usual writing style you come 
across today, but this just made the story all the more beautiful. It also added to 
that sense of culture and tradition you come across in the story. 

The writing style of this definitely reminded me of an old style of telling stories 
and also a little bit of Salman Rushdie's Midnight's Children. It was a stunning 
way to tell the story but I always felt like an outsider looking in rather than 
feeling as though I was physically there in the story. I think it will be something 
that readers will either like or struggle with. However despite that, I do not 
think that it could have been told in any other way and it felt more as if someone 
was telling the story to you, which was actually refreshing in a way. I can't 
deny that the language was just lyrical and that I wanted still wanted to savour 
every word and took away a wonderful message. 

It is not often that I get to read Middle Eastern stories, so A Thousand Nights 
has definitely left me craving more stories like it. 

This is deeply magical and powerful story. It is one that will seep into your 
bones and stay with you long after you have finished reading. 

 

Amanda Gray, age 20 

A Thousand Nights is so uniquely written has a romance that is more 
like a battle than a love story, with a fierce leading lady with so 
much inner strength and wisdom; it just sings to my heart. 

A Thousand Nights is, within its own right, an absolutely gorgeous novel 
discovering the power and strength of a strong willed and intelligent woman, 
and enlightening cold, dark nights with the allure of pretty magic with the 
power to change to world. Culturally, this novel was beautiful, and the clear 
pacing and the writing which was just so unbelievably pretty. Johnston created 
a beautiful, magical story of one woman, a woman who's name we never learn, 
and her battle to not only stay alive, but save her people, and all those affected 
by those people, and it's a powerful story, written at its absolute best. This novel 
is faultless, and I'm not afraid to boast about it. In case you hadn't noticed, I 
kind of loved this book, just a teeny bit more than I had expected to, and I could 
not be happier for it. 

 

Monisah Ali, age 17 

A thousand nights wasn't like any other love story I've read before. 
As a retelling of Arabian Nights, it was a unique and intriguing read. 



 
 

E.K. Johnston has a way with words that is truly special. The writing was 
absolutely beautiful. 

The book was set in the desert and Johnston easily transported you there. It was 
a unique setting for me and I really enjoyed the experience. The setting 
complimented the magic in the book perfectly. I also loved how many strong 
female characters there were. Although men were the dominant in society, the 
women really knew their worth and how strong they were. The main character, 
in particular was strong and independent and I loved reading about her story.  
Although I would have liked to see more chemistry between Lo Melkhiin and 
Scheherazade, and the ending was a little predictable, I did enjoy this book and 
would definitely recommend it to everyone! 


