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Catherine Bryce 

A thrilling book that has you 
sitting on the edge of your 
chair with suspense and 
excitement.  Gripping story that 
starts of innocently for Gabe and 
then the author takes us on Gabe's 
journey which is full of horror and 
unearthly encounters taking 
readers to an excellent peak at the 
end of the book. 

This is the sort of book that you 
don’t have to guess anything, the 
author has written in such a fashion 
that you are following Gabe as if 
your are an onlooker watching 
events happen.  Your emotions are 
tumultuous as you read as the 
author takes the readers to highs 
and lows, leaving you tingling with 
excitement.  The style of writing is 
first class and a very easy to read, follow and understand book not only for kids 
but also for adults. 

Bad Bones - is an excellent choice for the title of the book as the story starts with 
'Bad Bones' and finishes with 'Bad Bones' and this is is carried through the 
story.  It is a fast action,well-detailed book and well worth reading and a first-
class addition to the Red Eye Series. 

So good in fact that I am going to re-read again it to appreciate the story more 
fully!! 

 

 



 
 

Russ Pasquill 

From the moment 16 year old Gabe takes the gold bracelet from the skeleton's 
wrist BAD things begin to happen.  Something has been awakened... 

An intimidating old man with glowing eyes and wild animals in tow begin to 
appear. 

Gabe returns to the site of the skeleton to see if there's further valuables.  There 
is.  He takes everything. 

Gabe's plan is to visit a porn shop, sell the bracelet and help his family 
financially.  On doing this, it brings on an even worse turn of events. 

Things escalate as the old man with glowing eyes is now stalking Gabe and is 
determined to retrieve the residual items Gabe took from the skeleton. 

What progresses is the rise of an evil occult figure, who has chosen Gabe as his 
protege.  Will Gabe comply or will he refuse..? 

The hook of the story occurs at the very start of the novel and you are instantly 
drawn in.  This is a great fast paced thriller/supernatural novel.  The story only 
consists of a few main characters which makes it extremely easy to follow. 

The plot is very much, good versus evil, involving the church, a servant of the 
devil and who will triumph. 

Containing mind control, wild animals that commit evil acts and a human 
sacrificial ceremony, make for compelling reading. 

The main characters are fleshed out, grounded and convincing. 

The story never lulls and I read this in a matter of hours.  ‘Bad 
Bones’ will have you riveted from start to finish. 

 

Jake Brown 

Fast pace young adults book, remember not all that you find may 
turn to gold - it may haunt you.  

Like Indiana Jones the main character Gabe found a way of getting money his 
family so badly needs. Sounds like job sorted – well no this booty has a past, 
and a secret that could change everything. 

Gabe just has no idea of what he has done or what has been stirred. How will he 
save his family and friends? 

Fast paced scary ride though LA. 



 
 

Lorraine Baker 

Gabe is feeling the pressure. His family has money troubles, he's hardly talking 
to his dad, plus lowlife Benny is on his case. Needing some space to think, he 
heads off into the hills surrounding LA. And he suddenly stumbles across a 
secret that will change everything. A shallow grave. Gabe doesn't think twice 
about taking the gold bracelet he finds buried there. Even from the clutches of 
skeletal hands. But he has no idea what he's awakening... 

This a YA horror/adventure type book that is fast paced and easy to read - 
Will suit teenagers and adults alike.  Gabe was easy to engage with and I 
found myself rooting for him - and enjoyable read. 

 

Destiny Maraj, age 13 

‘Bad Bones’ was a great read, however I found it quite frightening and 
I don't think  it would be suitable for the faint hearted. The plot, the 
complexity and the suspense was all brilliant, really dramatic and exaggerated 
which really enhanced it. Quite a few of the scenes in the book were so well 
composed and illustrated I felt as if I was there living it. That's why I think ‘Bad 
Bones’ was a first-rate novel! 

 

Lorraine Blencoe 

I absolutely loved the premise of this book, a 16 year old uncovering 
buried treasure and awakening the dead. But, for me and my 14 year 
old daughter, it just didn't live up to the expectation. The things that 
don't ring true, like the American using a metric measurement, detract from the 
credibility of the story, and I know it's fantasy, but it still needs that and I'm 
afraid the Harry Potter generation expect a little bit more. 

Almost all of the novel is based around the main character, Gabriel's, internal 
monologue which gets quite tedious. Because of that, what we know about 
everyone else is so limited. The use of the teenage drug pusher in Los Angeles 
with a very stereo-typical New York speech pattern was something I just 
couldn't see the need for. 

I loved the idea but I was just disappointed with the handling of it. Maybe it's a 
story that would be more attractive to a limited male audience of a certain age. 
Maybe. 

 



 
 

Edel Waugh  

This is the story about a young guy called Gabe, Gabe is smart but he makes all 
the wrong choices while trying to help is struggling family out of hard times. I 
really felt sorry for him as he loves his family and it hurts him seeing them 
going through tough times but he looks for answers in all the wrong places. 
There is bad guy Benny who wants to help Gabe but at a high price that could be 
never ending , and then he comes across something too good to be true when out 
on his bike one day , but this could prove more dangerous then taking on mad, 
bad guy Benny as things begin to get very scary in Gabes life and the long 
buried past is back to avenge what is theirs. This book is part of the Red Eye 
series for YA , if you like a creepy book , this is just the book for you! 

http://www.edelwaugh.blogspot.com 

 

Ieva Galinauskaite, age 14 

Year 10A - St. Colm’s High School  

I have really enjoyed reading this book and going on a journey to find out more 
about the character called Gabriel or in the book he is referred to Gabe. This 
book is set in Los Angeles. Gabe’s family has been having money problems since 
his dad is in a no-job situation. His mom cuts out coupons to save money at the 
supermarket and it seems like it is her religion. When Gabe goes to the Canyon 
on day he finds a skeleton and on the wrist there was a gold bracelet. Like 
anyone else he took it. When going home an owl and also a couple of coyotes 
were following him. This follows the story of Gabe and how he tries to help with 
his family money problem. I really enjoyed reading this book and 
following Gabe’s journey in helping his family. I would rate this book 
five starts out of five and would recommend this book to a friend. This is also a 
horror story. I really enjoy horror so that is another reason why I enjoyed this 
book. 

 

Sarah Smith  

An action packed book about a boy who runs into alsorts of trouble 
just so he can help his family.  

The book quickly kicks into the story of Gabe and his family, with his family life 
at rock bottom he searches for an answer to his family's money troubles. He 
soon finds himself in a lot more hot water then he ever intended.  



 
 

The main characterr, Gabe, is always on the move and there is constantly 
something going on. However the book does lack some decription in places on 
the surroundings although the book is written in a close third person and you do 
understand his motives but not necessarily his relationships with the other 
characters. 

The title of the book is a good description and insight of the contents within, I 
constantly wanted to know what was going to happen next and at times 
causing me to became impatient and fustrated. I liked the fact that there were 
two story streams running through the book as it give the story something 
extra, and was able to keep my attention. 

The book intrigued me but was not an exciting page turner, more along the lines 
of a slow boil 

 

Susan Keaney  

Graham Marks' ‘Bad Bones’ takes the reader of an unsettling and 
dark journey with Gabe - one single decision can change your life.  

What harm could it do? He only wanted to make life better and it could be no 
use to someone long dead. A single fateful decision turns Gabe's world on it's 
head. A seemingly simple transaction with a local antiques dealer sees a chain 
reaction and life spirals out of control as Gabe is pursued by a powerful energy 
and one that is prepared and able to do anything to reclaim what he feels is 
rightfully his. Helped by Stella, Gabe enters into a battle of wills with something 
so powerful it can insinuate itself into every part of his life and of those closest 
to him. With a mounting sense of unease the reader is taken on an unsettling 
journey where the final outcome is never clear. 

You can follow Susan on Twitter: @SuzieWah 

 

Ceri Forster  

Not too great on characterisation, and the plot was a bit farfetched, 
but very pacey with lots of action to keep you reading. Quick and 
easy for younger adult readers.  

Summary: Poor boy digs up ancient gold artefacts and gets hounded by 
demonic fallen priest from the 16th century.  

On the plus side, this book was pretty pacey – didn’t waste too much time on 
setting the scene, it just got straight down to mortal peril. Lots of action, kept 



 
 

me reading, and I did quite enjoy it.  

However, characterisation was pretty non-existent. We don’t get to learn much 
about any of the characters, which meant you didn’t really care all about what 
happened to them. The bad guy was kind of unconvincing as well. He had pretty 
vague powers and motivations.  And his name is Rafael, which just makes you 
think about tennis.  

Some parts of the plot were also very contrived. The main character’s would-be 
girlfriend just happens to know a priest who is not only an expert on the history 
of the church and has just the book on demonic fallen priests in his personal 
library, but is also ex-CSI? Really? 

Verdict: Not bad, but not great. Probably best for younger readers looking for a 
quick easy read. 

 

Lola Bridgeman, age 17 

The story was interesting enough for me to go to the end of the book 
but the dialogue was trite and characters thinly developed. Love Red 
Eye,this book, not so much.  

I think this book would suit the younger teenager, perhaps I am at the top end of 
the expected audience. I ask for more from my books than stereotyped teens, 
with stereotypical dialogue which comes across as the type of thing a grown up 
thinks a teen would say/do. This is a shame as the story was a good one. Red 
Eye is a really good idea, a horror/suspense imprint and I'd look for more Red 
Eye titles but didn't enjoy this as much as 'Frozen Charlotte'. Many thanks 
Lovereading4kids. 

 

Ieva Galinauskaite, age 14 

I really enjoyed reading this book and following Gabe’s journey in 
helping his family. I would rate this book five starts out of five and 
would recommend this book to a friend. 

I am reviewing the book ‘Bad Bones’ by ‘Graham Marks’. I have really enjoyed 
reading this book and going on a journey to find out more about the character 
called Gabriel or in the book he is referred to Gabe. This book is set in Los 
Angeles. Gabe’s family has been having money problems since his dad is in a no-
job situation. His mom cuts out coupons to save money at the supermarket and 
it seems like it is her religion. When Gabe goes to the Canyon on day he finds a 



 
 

skeleton and on the wrist there was a gold bracelet. Like anyone else he took it. 
When going home an owl and also a couple of coyotes were following him. This 
follows the story of Gabe and how he tries to help with his family money 
problem. I really enjoyed reading this book and following Gabe’s journey in 
helping his family. I would rate this book five starts out of five and would 
recommend this book to a friend. This is also a horror story. I really enjoy 
horror so that is another reason why I enjoyed this book. 

 

Michelle Toy 

A great addition to the Red Eye Series!  Go grab a copy!  But make 
sure it's not guarded by some ancient bones!   

I am a huge Indiana Jones fan and I found that whilst not exactly the same the 
book had hints of a young Indiana Jones feel. 

The book explores an Aztec back story with Gabe unearthing a bracelet and then 
starting to have dreams about ancient rituals with gold masks and crucifixes 
and sacrifices!  

The characters in Bad Bones were all unique with the main focus being on Gabe 
and a growing friendship between himself and girl scout Stella who tries to 
warn Gabe about running errands for school bully Benny and his right hand 
"bozos"  Whilst being a story about ghosts and Aztec rituals it had a good theme 
of friendship with Gabe and his best friend Anton being "blood brothers"!  And 
with often occurring messages about trust it made me actually care for Gabe 
and his friends! 

For me the best character was Father Simon who Gabe and Stella turn to for 
help!  A man of the cloth and an ex CSI agent!  

There was a few heart racing moments in this book with one being when Gabe's 
sister is in danger and he first encounters and realises what is after him!  What 
pursues is a showdown where a crucifix and determination save the day.....well 
on this particular day anyway! 

This book gets you straight into the action and whilst getting some back stories 
into the character it is more focused on the present and the story with some 
religious undertones, creepy goings on, ritual style murders, a angry man with 
red eyes and an action packed ending...I would NOT want to be the school bully 
in this book 


