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Bad Magic by Pseudonymous Bosch 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Charlotte Cassidy, age 9 

An adventurous page-turner 
of a book. Loved every second of 
it.  

‘Bad Magic’ is about a boy called 
Clay whose brother has run away. 
He is expelled from school and 
sent to a summer camp on a 
desert island where he becomes 
roommates with three other boys. 
It seems to him like an ordinary 
camp to him until strange things 
start to happen. Security bees, 
Spanish speaking llamas and a 
mysterious ghost girl. Clay is 
determined to find out the secrets 
of Earth Ranch. 

I loved this book and would 
recommend it widely to anyone 
aged 9 or over who loves 
mysteries and adventures. On a score of 1 to 10, I would mark this book a 
definite 10 because I couldn’t put it down once I started it.  It was 
chilling one moment and exciting the next. 

 

Rose Hopkins, age 9 

Very important note- bad=magic  

Most of my favourite books have a base of fantasy to them so this book was 
much to my enjoyment. A mysterious ghost girl, a crime he didn’t commit, a 
Spanish speaking llama and a volcano. Never a dull moment in this book.  
Constant adventure, a reasonable amount of fantasy and an element 



 
 

of mystery, just the way I like it. 

 

Fiona Sutherland, age 11 

‘Bad Magic’ is a very gripping book and if you liked his ‘Secret 
Series’ you would like this too. It is filled with jokes and odd 
language I would recommend it to anyone who likes the ‘Harry 
Potter’ Series.  

‘Bad Magi’c by Pseudonymous Bosch was a very gripping book. It is filled with 
action, drama and thieves. It is a book full of jokes and funny language/odd 
words (I would recommend having a dictionary to aid!). I liked the description 
that Bosch inputs in his books; which also makes it very amusing. It is about a 
boy who is sent off to an island and he has to solve a magical mystery. He also 
meets some mysterious friends one of which keeps stealing his wallet! My 
favourite character was Flint, a boy on the island, because he pretends to hate 
the boy, Clay, but is actually on the same side as him. I would recommend it to 
anyone who likes the ‘Harry Potter’ Series. I have also read Pseudonymous 
Bosch’s first book in his ‘Secret Series’ so if you liked any of those you would like 
this book too probably. 

 

Lola Frary, age 11 

‘Bad Magic’ is weird, well written and funny. I recommend it.  

‘Bad Magic’, from the author of the ‘Secret Series’, is the first of five books and is 
definitely the most mind-boggling book I have ever read.  

The main character Clay is sent to Earth Ranch summer camp to help correct 
his supposed misbehaviour. There he encounters a ghost girl, killer guard bees 
and even a Spanish llama. He lives with this peculiar holiday camp until he 
uncovers a strange truth about the place.  

I would without doubt recommend this book because he writes well and includes 
funny facts in the footnotes. I found out, for example, what a grawlix is. £*%!!!  

People who like ‘The Lord of the Flies’ will love ‘Bad Magic’. 

 

Sam Harper, age 11 

Full of totally unexpected twists and turns, brilliantly original, 
crazy and very weird (but in a good way!).  



 
 

‘Bad Magic’ is original, crazy and very weird but in a good way! Clay’s family is 
strange. His brother disappeared without a trace two years ago and his 
psychologist parents can’t be in the same room without arguing. Clay is 
basically allowed to raise himself which is great when it comes to choosing his 
own bedtime and how many puddings to have but not so good when it comes to 
organising dentists appointments and getting parental permission slips signed. 
When the words ‘Magic Sucks’ and Clay’s name appear on the wall of his 
English classroom, Clay is blamed. He is certain he didn’t write the graffiti but 
he doesn’t know how it got there either. As punishment Clay is sent to Earth 
Ranch, a summer camp for bad kids, where things just get more and more 
weird. He has to do the usual camp activities like weeding the vegetable bed and 
feeding the llama but there are also odd things happening like the ghost girl 
who has been seen in the library. He makes friends with kleptomaniac Leira 
and, together with his other cabin friends, they manage to survive but Clay is 
seriously worried about events like the bathroom spontaneously combusting. He 
wants to get out of there but he’s curious about who’s behind the strange goings 
on and so he starts to investigate. 

‘Bad Magic’ is full of totally unexpected twists and turns, secret messages and 
challenges. It’s a really exciting and surprising book and I had no idea how the 
story would end or even what would happen next. The additional explanations 
at the bottom of the pages were very funny and I love this writing style. A 
brilliantly strange tale. 

 

Lucy Minton, age 11 

‘Bad Magic’ is a brilliant book.  

‘Bad Magic’, by Pseudonymous Bosch, is a story about a boy called Cal.  It 
follows on from Bosch's previous series, including "The name of this book is 
secret!".  Cal is an ordinary boy.  If you think that ordinary boys have magician 
brothers who disappear and leave you and who are sent to camps with 
mysterious ghosts and weird campers, then yes, Cal is a totally normal boy.  Till 
his life is turned upside down. 

‘Bad Magic’ is a brilliant book.  It has just the right amount of magic, 
danger and cool llamas to make for a great plot.  I loved this book because it 
was funny and engaging.  I really loved the ending but I can't give anything 
away.  The book was also really detailed and I felt like I knew each of the 
characters as well as I know myself when I had finished the book.   

I would recommend this book to anyone.  The plot is amazing, the characters 



 
 

are great and I think this is Bosch's best book yet. 

 

Chloe Mcilroy, age 14 – twitter @ Smarties121 

Another witty and funny book by Pseudonymous Bosch which you won't want 
to put down!  

This is the first book in a new series. If you loved the other books 
then you will enjoy this. It is witty, funny and scary at the same 
time. Like the other books it gets a bit confusing but you soon get to understand 
the style of writing. I enjoyed reading it but it isn't the sort of book that you 
would feel the need to read every book in the series. 

 

Heather Greenan, age 11 

This is an exciting story full of mystery and adventure. I would 
recommend it as a great read.  

‘Bad Magic’ is a great story full of mystery, excitement and adventure. It all 
starts when a boy called Clay, is accused of writing the words “magic sucks” on 
a wall at his school. His parents then send him away to a camp for naughty 
children for the summer. The rest of the story is about his time at camp. I found 
it really exciting when the camp turned out to be not all it first seemed. 

My favourite character in the book was Leira because she is a mysterious 
character she is really bold and is a master criminal. 

I would rate this book 8.5 out of ten. It was a very good read and one of my 
friends has already asked to borrow it! It is suitable for around 10 years old to 
adults. 

 

Isaac East, age 8 

This book is really very good.  It's got humor, adventure, magic and 
a lot of fun!  

There are some really weird things (good weird) like spanish speaking Llamas, 
a ghost girl and a lot about the Tempest. 

There are 5 main characters: Clay, Leira, Mira, Flint and Buzz.  Here is the plot: 
Clay gets expelled from school for something he didn't do.  He gets sent to a 
summer camp (Earth Ranch).  There is a temple with secrets of the Island that 
clay wants to find. 



 
 

 

This book is really interesting and has lots of awesome stuff like surfing down a 
volcano and walking on lava. 

I would recommend this book to people who really like magical adventure 
books. 

 

Daisy, age 13 

In this start of a new series, Clay finds out he can do “magic”. He is sent to camp 
on a mysterious island where he meets some strange people, to say the least. But 
all is not as it seems when Clay sees Mira, a ghost girl said to have died years 
ago. He decides to solve the mystery of the island, and eventually he uncovers 
the truth.  

Personally, I quite liked this book, because it kept me interested and made me 
think. I have also read Bosch’s first series (the Secret series) which I really liked, 
and Bad Magic does refer back to the other books, and you would probably 
enjoy and understand it more if you had read the other books. I would rate 
this book 4.5/5 and I would recommend it to anyone who has read 
the Secret series, or who likes mystery.   

 

Rachel Ilsley, age 12 

Clay was a normal boy until, one day at school he finds the words ‘magic sucks’ 
written on the wall in his handwriting…  

Later Clay gets sent to a summer camp on a desert island, the camp is for crazy, 
bad-behaved children however something strange is going on, something to do 
with the play ‘The Tempest’.  

Clay is a typical teenager who loves skateboards and graffiti but he is clever at 
working out the mysteries.  

I thought this book was amazing; I love the plot and can’t wait for the 
next book in the series. I have read all of Pseudonymous Bosch’s books, 
they were really good but I think this is the best. So far!  

 

Sarankan, age 11 

Clay is a go along to get along kind of guy. Almost thirteen, he is a fairly typical 
adolescent; he likes to skateboard, wears hoodies, and has a sustained interest 



 
 

in graffiti style art. Not that he would ever do something illegal, like tag a 
building, but he does like to practice and the walls of his room are covered in his 
art work. So, it comes as a great shock to him to walk into school and find one of 
his 'pieces' written distinctly on the wall (MAGIC SUCKS!), and signed with his 
name.  And when the same graffiti lands him at Earth Ranch, a camp for 
"troubled" kids on a remote volcanic island, magic is the last thing he expects to 
find there. But at Earth Ranch, there is one strange surprise after another, until 
Clay no longer knows what to expect. Is he really talking to a llama? Did he 
really see a ghost? What is the scary secret hidden in the abandoned library? 
The only thing he knows for sure is that behind the clouds of vog (volcanic 
smog), nothing is as it seems. Can he solve the riddle of Earth Ranch before 
trouble erupts? This book is very interesting and hilarious and suitable 
for all ages I rate this 10/10. 

 

Lily Fry, age 12 

Bad Magic is about a boy called Clay, who is blamed for vandalizing 
his school and is sent to a summer camp on a mysterious island... 

Bad Magic is about a boy called Clay who is very into Graffiti. When Clay is 
blamed for vandalizing his school, his teacher sends him leaflets advertising 
summer camps. Clay and his family chose a camp called, Earth Ranch on Price 
Island. But soon Clay realizes that things on the island aren't how they seem!  

This book is really interesting and exciting! My favorite part of Bad Magic is the 
moment when Clay realizes that life on the island as he knew it was different to 
how he realizes (trying to not give too much away!). I would definitely 
recommend! 

 

 

 

 

 


