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 Poppy Milburn, age 10 

‘Circus Mirandus’ is an amazing book 
which I really recommend. It totally 
hooks you in by the very first page. 

I hope you'll enjoy reading it as much as 
me!  

Circus Mirandus is a fantastic book which I 
really enjoyed reading and I hope you will 
too.  

This book totally hooks you in by the very 
first page and you end up having a million 
questions swirling around inside your head 
but of course books aren't humans so they 
can't tell you the answer unless they are written inside... 

Just reading the blurb makes you want to pick the book up and take it home 
with you, and once you've opened the very first page you can't get enough!  

I love the way this book is put together; a mix between a fantasy and an 
ordinary life with a few sad bits thrown in. 

What is the miracle? 

Is Circus Mirandus real? 

Who is the lightbender? 

 

Dormston School Pupil, age 11 

I would recommend this book to a person who focuses on what they 
are reading as it can get complex in places however it is written well.  

The book is about a boy and his grandfather who is sick. His grandfather 



 
 

however had visited a magical circus where he was promised a miracle by a 
light bender. The boy, Micah, goes out to find the circus but will he? 

I think this book would be suitable for older children around 9-9+ and people 
who like fantasy adventure all entwined into one book. 

I would recommend this book to a person who focuses on what they are reading 
as it can get complex in places however it is written well. I would recommend 
this book to someone who likes to read fantasy and adventure books as there is 
a lot in it. 

Rating: 4.5 Stars 

 

Sue Wilsher 

This is one of those books that you just can’t put down! 

Knowing that I had a 2 ½ hour train journey to London, I decided to use the 
time to read ‘Circus Mirandus’. The time flew past as I was absorbed by this 
magical story! 

This is a book that explores emotions, relationships and beliefs and 
how these shape us as individuals. Often humorous and warm, the 
plot is pacey and full of strong characters- Micah is a ‘good’ kid, but not 
perfect; Jenny just likes knowing things which causes her problems with the 
other girls at school; Aunt Gertrudis is a thoroughly unpleasant woman who we 
come to understand, if not like, towards the end of the book. 

However, Cassie Beasley does not shy away from exploring sad or ‘difficult’ 
issues, writing with sensitivity and empathy. I am not ashamed to say I cried! 

This would be a good book to use with older primary children as it is well 
written and is a satisfying read. I look forward to reading Cassie Beasley’s next 
work! 

 

Cait Galbraith, age 9 

Circus Mirandus is great read, it's full of many different emotions. 

Michah's grandfather, Ephraim, is special so when he becomes ill Michah will 
do anything to help. The first place that comes to mind is the magical circus. 
This part was my favorite bit as it is the first time Michah ever goes to Circus 
Mirandus and he meets the light bender (or as he likes to be known the man who 
bends light)and from there they grew a strong relationship like Ephraim did 



 
 

when he was a boy. After this point the story just keeps on unraveling. 

I would recommend this book to children who like fantasy reads. Children aged 
8-10 years I believe would enjoy this book. 

 

Georgia Bialkowski, age 10 

This was one of the most original and best written books I've ever 
read. The style was so different and the characters were so alive! I 
loved it! 

I chose to review Circus Marandus because I love the Circus and all the 
colourful people that appear in it.   I thought the story captured the atmosphere 
of mystery and just kept me wanting to turn the pages! It made me happy, sad, 
and kept me in suspense. The way it was written was just right for my age, I 
usually choose to watch a film rather than read a book but not this time! 

 

Matilda Oliver, age 10 

Once it gets going this book is gripping. I’d rate it 4 Star or 8/10. 

This is an excellent book about a quest to find the magical Circus Mirandus.  A 
circus complete with an invisible giant tiger, flying people and the most extra 
ordinary Elephant.  It’s also about seeking help for the hero’s (Micah’s) dying 
grandfather.  I particularly liked the several exiting twists and the way you 
really felt for the characters.  As well as humour I liked the fact it had sad and 
happy scenes.    I think the only thing I didn’t like was the beginning, it really 
does start slowly.  I would recommend this book to fans of Eva Ibbotson and 
Emma Carroll.  Because of the sadder scenes it’s probably for readers aged 8+. 

 

Andrew Sutherland, age 10 

The Cicus Mirandus is brilliant book including mystery and magic 
telling you that when everything seems lost there is hope. 

I enjoyed reading this because it is very mysterious and made me want to keep 
reading to find out what would happen next. 

The characters in it are very peculiar and that was another thing that I loved 
about this book. 

It was a brilliant magical adventure. 



 
 

I would recommend this book for ages 10 and over because younger kids might 
not understand it. 

 

Hannah, age 9 

Micah can't wait to visit Circus Mirandus. He needs to tell the Man Who Bends 
Light about grandad's wish, that he needs it now. Jenny, a friend from school, is 
a good listener but even she thinks the Circus Mirandus is a dream. A joke. 
Micah's journey to find it takes you on an emotional roller coaster and I loved 
how all the stories suddenly link up. Did I enjoy it? I loved every part of it 
and now can't get the story out of my head. Maybe Micah was right. 
If you believe... A perfect summer read for boys and girls 8-12. 5*. 

 

Freya Tilsley, age 12 

A magical tale with a twist. It tells a story where the truth can be 
deceptive and quests not all that they seem. 

A magical tale with a twist. It tells a story where the truth can be deceptive and 
quests not all that they seem. When Micah’s   grandfather Ephraim   becomes ill 
he relies on stories of his past to cure him. But will the magic turn up in time? 
Micah Tuttle, 10, believes in magic. One of his closest friends Jenny Mendoza, 
the geek at school, does not. Together they put their differences aside and set out 
on a magical adventure. 

I could hardly put this book down (well I could that would just be stupid). When 
I got this book to review I have to admit I was slightly disappointed, this was 
due to 1. The fact that I am twelve and a half not ten and 2. I am not completely 
crazy about magic circuses. But what it lacks in the title it certainly makes up 
for inside, as they say never judge a book by its cover. With strong characters 
and a powerful imagination this book definitively packs a punch on the imagery 
side of things. I would give it 10 stars out of ten for managing to make me laugh 
and cry, well done Circus Mirandus that is a pretty hard thing to do. 

 

Ed, age 10 

This is a magical story, full of weird and wonderful characters. 
Ultimately it is a story of family and friendship. 

I enjoyed reading this book as it was different to anything I have ever read 
before. 



 
 

Ephraim, who is very sick, tells his grandson Micah about Circus Mirandus and 
the mysterious lightbender (a magical man who promised him a miracle). 
Micah has to overcome all kinds of obstacles, both real and other people, in his 
journey to try to save his grandfather. 

It was a really well written story with some beautiful descriptions that really 
create images in your mind. The characters cover a wide range of different 
traits, from the seemingly Aunt Gertrudis to the unexpected friend in Jenny. 

Something different to read and enjoy! 

 

Sofie van Til, age 10 

Enchanting and magical is what this book is. Absolutely word 
perfect! 

Circus Mirandus was an enchanting book. It had beautiful language and was 
worded very well. I thoroughly enjoyed this book. The Lightbender was a 
particularly touching character and Chintzy was really funny. Micah was a 
very caring and kind child while Jenny Mendoza was a bit awkward in a cute 
way. This book made me believe in magic, because this book is magic! 

 

Ella Jones, age 10 

Circus Mirandus is one of the most hart-warming books I have ever read. Full of 
magic of the best type, love. Cassie Beasley has made the perfect book! It's got 
just the right amount of magic so you believe it's real, just the right amount of 
love so it's not soppy, just the right amount of adventure and just the right 
amount of tension, so you just want to keep reading! Cassie makes pictures pop 
into your head, so you can be with Micah every step of the way!  

 

When Micah's beloved grandfather falls deathly ill he has two ways he can go, 
1.to Arizona with aunt Gertrudis or, 

2.to try and find circus Mirandus, a magical circus where someone has 
promised his grand farther a Miracle...  

I think this book is one of the best books I have ever read! I would 
definitely recommend this book to 8-12year olds. It's a 4 out of 5 
stars from me. 

     



 
 

 


