
 
 

Lovereading Reader reviews of  
Department 19: Darkest Night by Will Hill 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading members. 
 
 

Laura, age 17 

Great characters, epic fights and a load of 
exciting plot twists. If you haven't read the 
first 3 books, go and read them, and if you 
have then you already know how great this 
book is going to be!!  

I was so excited to read this book!! The first 3 
books were sooooooo good and ‘Darkest 
Night’ was the perfect finish to the series. It 
is such a well written book, the 
changes in pace were done really well 
and I just couldn't put it down, I had 
to finish it the same day I got it!  

In the previous books I loved that we were 
introduced to new characters all the time, 
and I was glad that there were still some 
new characters appearing as we waited to 
see what would finally happen to the 
characters who had been there from the 
start. Valentin is my favourite character in the series, I loved how we were 
never sure what his ulterior motives were, and that you couldn’t feel like you 
could trust him or predict what would happen around him, and the way the 
other characters interact with him is something that makes this such a great 
book for me (as well as the EPIC fights they get in to).  

The humans finally knowing the truth about vampires also lead to some great 
plot twists and stories. The news and media extracts made you doubt whether 
Blacklight will carry on the same way and how they are going to deal with the 
added pressure and if they can actually ever win? 

So if you haven't read the first 3 books, you definitely need to go and read 
them!! And if you have then you already know how great this book is going to 
be… 



 
 

 

Sophia Ufton 

Wow what an awesome story!! That had so much to it, I will defiantly be 
reading the ones prior.  

Jamie Carpenter as just met his dad ( Julian) who he saw die and they even  
buried. Julian said he couldn't be alive or seen as it wasn't safe. His dad knew 
all about him and what had happened but still didn't show up to help him or his 
wife. Jamie tells his dad he never wants to see him again and flies off having 
changed into a vampire.  

What will happen to Jamie? Read this book now and find out!! 

 

Joby Watkins, age 12 

I would recommend this book for 12 to 13 year olds as it is very gory and 
bloody.  

This book is about a vampire called Dracula who was the first vampire who is 
trying to take over the world. It is a very fascinating book and it drew 
me in at the very start. It drew me in because the prologue went 
straight into a battle scene. 

My favourite character is Jamie as he is the main character and goes through a 
lot.  

I would recommend this book for 12 to 13 year olds as it is very gory and 
bloody. 

 

Jamie, age 14 

This book is the perfect epic ending to a truly brilliant series full of 
blood pounding action, careful planning by a truly amazing author.  

This book is the latest in a series about Department 19. A secret government 
department set up to destroy or stop the supernatural. 

The book is based around Jamie Carpenter who was thrust into the secretive 
world of Department 19 when his father is killed in front of him and his mother 
turned into a vampire.  

Ever since zero hour and the battle at château Dauncy Jamie’s life has been in 
ruins and the Department has been struggling with their new found publicity – 



 
 

and now the final battle draws close. Problems, however, still arise around the 
Department such as the night stalkers - vigilantes killing vampires of their own 
accord.    

The book has an amazing story, you feel right in the action as the heroes slash, 
dice and battle for victory and for the destruction of Dracula. The read is a 
whirlwind of twists and turns, victory and defeat in the battle to save the world 
from Dracula. The characters are amazing and the relationship between one 
and other is brilliant. 

In my opinion, this book is the perfect epic ending to a truly brilliant series full 
of blood pounding action, careful planning by a truly amazing author. 

 

Edel Waugh 

This is the final book in the Department 19 series featuring the main character 
Jamie Carpenter. This book takes place in England where Jamie and his team 
live and in Carcassonne in France where Dracula resides. This was an epic 
journey and this book was fast paced and I had no idea which one of my 
favourite characters was going to make it to the end. War has been declared 
and its up to Department 19 to take down and eliminate Dracula on his own 
turf. No easy job when he has his own army of willing fighters ! Apart from all 
the action there is betrayal , death , and unimaginable new beginnings for some 
of the characters , but I am happy to say I liked the ending  enormously which 
was very satisfying. If you like action books , and books about 
vampires combine the two of these and this makes one excellent 
read! 

www.edelwaugh.blogspot.com 

 

Destiny Maraj, age 13 

Department 19 was an absolute gore fest and it had a fantastic plot. The 
battle was really vicious and gave us a glimpse into the violent vampire world. 
It was fantasy at its finest! I really enjoyed reading this novel. 

 

Libby and Jennifer Bridgeman, age 7 and 10 

Those who have read the previous books in this series, and enjoyed 
them, will no doubt enjoy this too. 

This book looked like it had it all, action, adventure, mythical creatures, we 



 
 

were excited. It was sent to my eldest daughter, Lola, 17 years old who thought 
there'd been a mistake. Gave it to Jenny, 10, who handed it back pointing out is 
was unreadable, there was swearing and the author mixes up Frankenstein and 
the creature. Unforgiveable. Tried it on a younger audience and read it out 
loud, minus swearing to my 7 year old. She also pointed out the Frankenstein 
issue and beyond that the language is so poor it reads like a Garth Marenghi 
book(ask a grown up!). We received it today in return for an honest review and 
we could not read it, I am really sorry. 


