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Jake Fletcher, age 13 

www.jakesbooks.wordpress.com 

Pirates, destruction, war. There 
is trouble in the skies above 
Europe. It’s up to the Sky Sisters 
to stop it for good or else. An 
exciting Steampunk novel.  

‘Iron Sky: Dread Eagle’ is an exciting, 
action packed novel. It’s full of 
adventure, fights and cliff-hangers. 
The book is set in 1845, Europe but 
History has changed, Britain has lost 
the battle of Waterloo and the war 
between Britain and France has 
lasted another 40 years. Lead by the 
famous Napoléon, the French Army 
have invented a shield that will make 
the French army invincible. Britain 
must destroy the shield to have any 
chance of victory over the French. 
They prepare the planes to attack. If 
this mission fails, Britain has no hope. However, there is something in the skies, 
ready to attack and destroy the British fleet.  It is up to Arabella and the Sky 
Sisters to destroy the sinister creature before it’s too late.  

‘Dread Eagle’ links to a number of different books and films I like that are 
categorised as ‘Steam Punk’. The genre of “Steampunk” is a type of science 
fiction, which features fantastical steam-powered machinery. One of my 
favourite Steam Punk films is ‘Steamboy’- a Japanese Anime film. ‘Dread Eagle’ 
has an awful lot in common with ‘Steamboy’. They both use history as a basis 
for the story, but change the events to create a brand new world.  But it isn’t just 
the writing which makes this book great. Within the book, there are drawings of 



 
 

the mechanical Eagle described in this book. It makes you feel like you are there 
in the story.  This book is entertaining, and everyone can enjoy it. 

 

Amy Laws, age 13 

This book wasn't really for me but my brother really enjoyed it.  

I liked the structure of the book with the diagrams of aircraft in. This made it 
more hands-on for the reader and it's nice to see a book for teenagers with 
pictures in! The idea was very good but unfortunately it wasn't for me. Having 
said that, I can see a lot of people liking it so don't let me stop you reading it. 

 

Imogen Fisher, age 14 

I enjoyed reading ‘Iron Sky: Dread Eagle’, because it is different to 
books that I usually read, I especially liked that to split the book up, there 
were pages filled with drawings about machines and inventions that were in the 
story. I like history, so I think that the fact that it was based around a historical 
event, but was changed due to all the machinery,  made it very interesting for 
me. 

 

Amelie Chatham, age 11 

A very clever book with twists and turns all the way through.  

This book, despite the front cover, would be enjoyed by both boys and girls alike. 
I found it hard to put the book down. I was so gripped in the story, I 
was willing things to happen. Lady Arabella West, the main character in 
this book, discovers a secret world amongst the clouds. Things begin to go 
terribly wrong for her when she is captured and tortured by the leader of this 
horrific place. Helped by her trusted companion Miles, she attempts to save 
England and herself. 

 

Eloise Mae Clarkson, age 12 

This book was about a group of girls called the Skysisters (who work for the 
British government.) It's a Steampunk version of the war with England and 
Napoleon and France. Arabella and her fellow Skysisters are  given the job of 
retrieving top secret weapon.  Will they succeed.... This book contains 
action and adventure and a hint of comedy and romance. The plot 



 
 

line was brilliant and as you got further into the story secrets were 
uncovered. The characters were good too and each had their own individual 
unique personality.  I would rate this book five out of five stars.  

 

Libby Bridgeman, age 7  

Dread Eagle is probably the best book I have ever read. My favourite 
character is Arabella because she is exactly like me. I would love to 
love to fly a plane. 

Dread Eagle is amazing the genre is adventure and exploring. My favourite 
character is Arabella because she can fly a plane at the age of 14! I also like 
Miles because he an automaton and I like that Arabella has French friends. This 
is probably the best book I have ever read in my whole life even better than my 7 
Narnia books! 

   


