
 
 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
Elspeth Hart and the School for Show-offs  
by Sarah Forbes 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Isabelle Preston, age 10 

I liked this book because of its 
mysterious manner. I liked the 
idea that a shy girl lives in a 
show-off school and that she 
was sto - oops almost gave the 
story away!  

Elspeth Hart is a shy girl - not like 
the show-offs. She is an orphan and 
lives in an attic with her "Aunt", who 
picks her nose and farts when she is 
doing acrobatics. If you've not met 
Tatiana Firensky, you won't want to. 
She is queen of the show-offs and her 
goal is to make Elspeth's life a misery 
and become famous (Well duh, 
obviously). Elspeth has a nose for 
trouble and this leads her to a 
strange tune that keeps coming up; a 
plot to move the school; and to the 
question of whether her parents are 
still actually alive. I liked this book because of its mysterious manner. I 
liked the idea that a shy girl lives in a show-off school and that she 
was sto - oops almost gave the story away! I recommend this book to 8 to 
9 year olds. I liked this book and I hope you do too. 

 

Rachel Zinkin, age 8 

I love that it's different to any other books about schools because she works at 
the school instead of attending it.  



 
 

One night Elspeth Hart is with her family and the next night she is somewhere 
else... This book is about an 8-9 year old appearing at a school for show-offs. 
She has to do all the cleaning. She has one friend called Rory who is the only 
nice one. I like how her friend is a boy and not a girl. I also liked that Elspeth 
Hart never minds how she looks, it's more about how she feels. I really like this 
book because one of the girls in it has a dad who does anything she wants. but in 
the end she gets her comeuppance. This book was funny and entertaining 
and full of adventure. I really liked this book and I am looking 
forward to the next one. 
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Georgie Docwra, age 9 

A great easy-to-read book!  

I really enjoyed reading this book. It has a great plot, my favourite part is when 
Elspeth and Rory escape from their horrible school. It is interesting to read 
about how a servant girl is treated. 

I loved the descriptions of the different characters, with their funny names! The 
illustrations are also great! 

 

Lily Benner, age 10 

I liked this book, it was interesting, funny and gruesome.  

This is a book about Elspeth Hart who sleeps in a wardrobe and isn't allowed to 
go out in the fresh air, because she is supposedly allergic to it. She lives in The 
Pandora Pants School For Show-offs but has no memory of how she got there 
other than what her aunt, Miss Crabb, has told her. While trying to avoid her 
enemy Tatiana Firensky, and secretly being friends with Rory Snitter, Elspeth 
starts to remember things from her past, especially a secret recipe. 

Eventually she unravels the mystery and solves the puzzle. 

I like the way the book ends knowing that Elspeth will go into another story. 

 

Sabina Beinart- Smith, age 7 

This book is good because it had lots of unexpected things happening 
and surprises. My favourite character is Elspeth because she is 
caring and kind and helpful, unlike the bossy Tatiana Firensky!  



 
 

This book is about one horrible dinner lady called miss crab who kidnapped 
Elspeth just because she wanted her parents secret recipe. Will she win or will 
she lose? 

My Favourite part in this book is when Elspeth gets home and my least 
favourite part was when Elspeth Hart was forced to sweep the cellar floors! No 
one should have to do that! 

I think this book is good for readers of all ages. 

 

Evie Aconley, age 8 

The most exciting book I have ever read!! A must read for all those 
who like a good adventure.  

The best book I have read so far. I liked the part of the story when Elspeth finds 
out why she at the school of show offs, you have to be a very big show off to be 
allowed at this school. 

 

Amisha McCrystal, age 13 

St Colm’s High School 

‘Elspeth Hart and the School for Show-offs’ is a one of a kind book, that will 
blow your mind.  Sarah Forbes is the new Roald Dahl. 

Elspeth is a daring girl who is always looking for adventure.  She is stuck in 
some smelly old school and she is not even allowed out-side.  Can one show, and 
some extra special sticky toffee sauce change her life forever? 

This was a brilliant read and I would recommend this novel for girls 8-10 year 
of age. 

 

Erica Motoc, age 9  

The book ‘Elspeth Hart and the School for Show-offs’ is really good. 
My worst character is Miss Crabb because of her two faced personality. She is 
trying to act good to the other children in the school, but not to Elspeth Hart. My 
favourite character is Elspeth as she has a good heart and she is nice to the 
other children although they do not appreciate it except for one beginner show 
off. 

I really liked when Miss Crabb and her partner slipped on the snot. It was so 



 
 

funny! 

Thank you for giving me the chance to read it. 

 

Cora Willans 

I think Miss Craig is REALLY mean. 

I enjoyed this book and would read it again. My favorite character was Tatiana 
because although she is very mean she is also very pretty. I think this is a sad 
story because Elspeth works hard and gets bullied. I would recommend this 
book to girls 7-11. I give this book 9/10. 


