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Kaya B 

Everything, Everything by Nicola 
Yoon was a brilliant, fast-paced, 
read-in-one-sitting book. I 
thoroughly enjoyed it! 

It centres around seventeen year old 
Madeleine who has a rare condition 
which means she cannot be exposed to 
the Outside and its many triggers as 
any of them could kill her. This means 
that she has spent her life in a bubble. 
But when Olly moves in next door, 
Madeleine’s bubble is in danger of 
bursting...   

Yoon has created relatable, down-to-
earth and well-rounded characters in 
Madeleine and Olly as well as the 
secondary characters. I really enjoyed how Madeleine and Olly’s friendship 
developed over time. It seemed realistic. The writing was amazing; it was great 
to be inside Madeleine’s mind and see the world from her perspective. I loved 
the creative inclusion of illustrations, Madeleine’s ‘Life Is Short’ book reviews 
and other doodles. 

The storyline was great. The twist wasn’t what I expected it to be; it was even 
better! While I did question some aspects of the story and believe these aspects 
could have been more developed for a bigger twist at the end, I really enjoyed 
Everything, Everything. 

Overall, Everything, Everything by Nicola Yoon has everything you would want 
in a story; it has friendship, romance, humour, adventure, is a psychological 
thriller and is also a coming-of-age story. You won't regret picking it up! 

 



 
 

Izzy Read, age 14 

It made me want to laugh, want to cry and want to live my life out to 
the fullest. 

I need to confess that I may have first picked up this book at 10pm and not put it 
down until I had devoured the whole thing…But now I've read it once I just 
want to read it again!  

Everything, Everything is a perfect coming of age story, so beautifully written 
with annotations in emails, messages, letters and occasionally illustrations that 
defines the teenage feeling of falling in love with the world and that one person. 
It leaves me with hope that humanity will continue to thrive with happiness and 
humanity in the next few decades (trust me sometimes I worry). It made me 
want to laugh, want to cry and want to live my life out to the fullest. My life now 
feels complete! I cannot wait to see what else Nicola Yoon will write. 

 

Edel Waugh  http://www.edelwaugh.blogspot.com 

It was written so well! The story really captured my heart and made 
me appreciate life even more as Maddie was such a gutsy female 
who aimed to live her best life! A very uplifting book! 

This is a story about a girl called Madeline who has a severe immune disease 
that leaves her unable to leave her house as she would die. Maddie lives with her 
mum who is a doctor. Her father and brother died in tragic circumstances a 
long time ago and Maddie does not really remember them. Maddie's house is 
her prison and safety net, she has a daily nurse who monitors her throughout 
the day but her days start to be less boring when a new family move in next 
door and one member of the family, the son Olly, catches her eye. 

They find ways to communicate without coming into contact and gradually 
open up to one another finding comfort in each other. 

Maddie's life soon begins to feel constrictive and she begins to want more which 
is where her problems begin. 

This was one of those stories that captures you, you lose track of time reading 
this and you care about the characters , Olly and Madeline are both are 
struggling in life and reading this you could see the comfort they got knowing 
they had each other even in the smallest of ways. What surprised me the most 
was the ending, I was stunned, then tried to see if I could have seen it coming 
but no. 



 
 

Janet Gilliard 

I loved this book and read it in one sitting. 

It's the story of a girl who has to stay indoors and the boy next door determined 
to reach her. The characters are well written and I was rooting for them by the 
end. Highly recommended. 

 

Delilah Acworth 

Everything, Everything is a brilliant book which touches on the 
angst of teenage love whilst contemplating false repression. A 
recommendation for teenage girls with a flair for romantic 
imagination. 

 

Farah Alam 

This is a really great book and is a quick read. It has all the 
ingredients of your YA contemporary. It is perfect for anyone who 
loves reading coming of age novels, with romance being one of the 
main themes. 

 

Dahabo Wacays, age 17 

Yoon's writing was so impeccable that I felt as though I was 
watching all of this fold before my eyes. I had to continuously 
remind myself that I was not actually there with Maddie and Olly *I 
wish* 

My god. This book. This book had me lost for words from the moment I neared 
its end. I mean...I guess it true what they say then. Some stories really do stay 
with us forever long after we set them down on our bookshelves. This story is 
centred on Maddie, an 18yr old teenager who, as it turns out, is allergic to the 
world. It's all about how she comes to terms with this revelation, that is, until 
she meets Olly. Olly is an enigmatic young boy who has just recently moved in 
next door. Whilst Maddie wants nothing to do with him, he tries to break 
through all the walls built in around her. Maddie goes through a lot of issues 
when she falls for someone who she cannot be with unless she risks her life and 
everything else she cares about. It tests loyalty and family and also touches on 
sensitive issues such as abuse. This book opened my eyes and helped me better 
understand the world as there are people out there with this disease. It also 
made me appreciate true art as the book is filled with little bits and pics of 



 
 

websites, tickets, calendars and etc. It truly makes you feel as though you're 
there seeing the world through the eyes of Maddie. 

 


