
 
 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
Fire Girl by Matt Ralphs 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Sidney Greenslade, age 11 

‘Fire Girl’ is an exciting, magical and sometimes 
tragic tale of a young girl on an epic mission to 
rescue her mother and find herself.  

‘Fire Girl’ is an excellent and exciting story 
about a girl named Hazel Hooper. Hazel lives 
in an enchanted Glade in the middle of an 
English forest with only her mother, Hecate, 
and her cat, Ginger Tom, for company. Hecate 
is a powerful healer known as a Wielder and 
Ginger Tom is Hecate's beloved familiar. 

One day Hecate goes for a dip in the Glades 
Pool but a demon – dark magic from the 
underworld – rises from the depths, snatches 
her and disappears through the border of the 
Glade. Hazel, her heart filled with fury, let’s lose 
her emotions. With this a blast of fiery magic burst from her fingers. Hazel is 
both terrified and delighted – she knows that magic can be deadly but she has 
always wanted to be a witch. 

Hazel decides to find her mother, but as she steps out of the cottage door she 
hears a squeak. A small dormouse is waiting for her and, with a thrill of 
excitement Hazel realises she has created herself a familiar – and, better still, a 
talking one! 

So she and her familiar (Bramley) set off on an epic mission to rescue Hecate 
and Ginger Tom. Hazel and her (rather cowardly) mouse must enlist the help of 
a witch hunter, escape from danger and track down the demon that unwisely 
took her mother. 

‘Fire Girl’ is a very good, exciting story – a real page turner. I loved 
the characters, especially Bramley as he is described exactly how I would 
picture a small plump talking mouse to be! 



 
 

Although the story is fast paced and exciting, it is also sad in parts which I 
found hard to read. 

But, apart from the sad bits I loved the magical tale of bravery, love and 
adventure and would highly recommend the book to Harry Potter and 
fantasy fans everywhere. 

 

Traviss Chaytors, age 12 

Brilliantly magical!  

‘Fire Girl’ is an amazing book all about a young witch called Hazel who still 
hasn’t found her powers. She lives with her Mum in a protected forest until one 
day a Demon kidnaps her Mum and it is then up to Hazel to rescue her. She is 
helped on her mission by a Witch Hunter and his helper. My favourite character 
in the book is Bramble who is Hazel’s familiar. He is a clever but moody mouse 
and helps out Hazel a lot during their mission. I really enjoyed this book 
because it is all full of suspense, action and drama. There are many 
different parts to this book that kept me wanting to read to find out more and I 
would love there to be a sequel because Matt Ralphs has done a brilliant job! 

 

Kelis Spencer, age 11 

I think the book title ‘Fire Girl’ is interesting because it makes you think what the 
girl does and whether she is made of fire or she makes fire.  

I love the book because I love the fact the book starts as if it is 
modern but as you read on it shows it is in the olden days. 

 

Chloe, age 11 

This is a magical book full of adventure and danger. I kept on 
wanting to turn the page and find out what happened next. When 
Hazel's mother is kidnapped Hazel is determined to get her back.  

Hazel has spent her whole life trapped in a magical Glade. When her mother 
Hecate a healer is kidnapped by a Demon Hazel must face England. She learns 
how dangerous it is and why her Mother hasn't let her live there. I loved this 
book and would recommend it to anyone who loves magic, danger, adventure 
or excitement. I would give this book a 10/10! 

 



 
 

Francesca Hughes, age 13 

A wonderful debut novel by an up and coming author. The characters will 
linger in your mind long after you've read the final page. The book is about 
Witches and Matt writes magically.  

A wonderful debut novel by an up and coming author. The characters will 
linger in your mind long after you've read the final page. The book is about 
Witches and Matt writes magically. As a teenager I know it’s hard trying to fit it 
and be confident in who you are, the main character Hazel struggles with this 
due to her fire power so, I think that aspect is really relatable whether the plot is 
set in 2015 or 1665. Also, it proves to us we should not judge people, when we do 
not know them. I love how strong and independent Hazel is as a character, she 
knows her own mind and is not afraid to use it (which is often lacking in 
children's/ YA fiction)  

I also enjoyed the sarcastic dynamic between Hazel and her familiar Bramley. 
This book is about family, friendship and being yourself. It is truly 
breathtaking and will be adored by Harry potter fans but, yet it’s 
still unique and original. I need a sequel! 

 

Dulcie Johnson, age 11 

An imaginative and fantastic adventure in magic and witches. 

If you like harry potter you will like this - it is all very exciting and the 
adventures are great. I relate to 12 year old Hazel and the story is really 
gripping and imaginative. 

 

Rachel Ilsley, age 11 

When Hazel’s mother, Hecate is stolen by a demon Hazel first finds out that she 
is a fire witch, with her familiar, Brambly (a grumpy dormouse), she sets off on 
a long journey to rescue her mother.  On the way she meets many different 
people, but she must be careful because this story is told when witches were 
burned at the stake, and when witch-finders exist. 

Hazel is a strong determined character. She will stop at nothing, however 
dangerous, to find her mother.   

Brambly is Hazel’s familiar, he is a rather grumpy dormouse. He is kind and 
caring although he tries not to show it. 

I really liked this book and I hope another one will come out soon. I 



 
 

found this book magical, adventurous and exciting. I also like Brambly, 
he is my favourite character.  

 

Holly Wilkins, age 11 

I liked Hazel as she was a strong character and I liked the way the book 
followed her as she found out more about herself.  Bramley was my favourite 
character as he was often quite funny. 

Although not the genre I usually read, I did want to keep reading to find out 
what would happen to Hazel.  

The book says for age 9+, but some readers might want to be older. 

I hope there will be a sequel. 

 

Eloise Mae Clarkson, age 13 

This book is about a young witch who has the ability to control fire. She has 
lived in a magical glade with her mother all her life. The characters were 
brilliant and unique with personality. The plot (which was fantasy 
and thriller) was great with twists. I would rate it five out of five 
stars. 

 

Amy Laws, age 14 

A novel centred around belief in the supernatural and fantastical occurrences.  

I found 'Fire Girl' really intriguing. I enjoyed reading about the 
supernatural creatures and how they played a part in the story. The idea of 
being trapped in a magical glade created by her mother was really clever. I 
quite enjoyed the book but it didn't really stand out as being that amazing and I 
have read books that I enjoyed a lot more. I would recommend the book to 
anyone who likes to read about different worlds and supernatural 
creatures such as witches and demons. 

 

Sam Harper, age 11 

Captivating and fast-paced with lots of really good twists. There was 
absolutely nothing I disliked about this magical adventure.  

 



 
 

‘Fire Girl’ is set in the 1600’s, an era famous for its witch trials and a time which 
I have never read about before. Hazel is a young girl whose mother is a Wielder, 
a powerful type of witch. They live in a magical place, protected by a Border 
Hedge behind which they are safe from the outside world and its Witch Hunters. 
But when her mother is kidnapped by a Demon Hunter, everything changes. 
Hazel soon realises that she is also a Wielder, a Fire Witch to be exact, and that 
to find her mother she’s going to have to venture into a world full of people who 
want to kill her and the rest of her kind. She hires a questionable Demon Hunter 
and his apprentice to help her but she must keep her magic a secret as they are 
also Witch Hunters and in a bit of financial trouble. She also accidentally 
creates another mouth to feed in the form of Bramley, a grumpy, dormouse 
familiar who is apparently always right and never apologises. They travel to 
Rivenpike to find her mother but along the way they encounter many evils, like 
giant spider demons, which they must overcome. Will Hazel be brave and 
resourceful enough to rescue her mother or will the Witch Hunters succeed? 

This was both captivating and fast paced. There was no lengthy build-up, it got 
straight to the action. Unanswered questions made me want to carry on 
reading and there were lots of really good twists. I liked the quotes at the start 
of each chapter and the whole book made me want to discover more 
about the 1600’s. Bramley was my favourite character and I loved how Hazel 
was always so ‘kind and caring’ towards him. There was absolutely nothing I 
disliked about this magical adventure. 

 

Hannah Parsons, age 13 

This story is very exciting and intense. I would recommend this to boys and 
girls ages 10+.  

‘Fire Girl’ by Matt Ralphs is an intense, moving story that many people would 
enjoy. I would recommend this book to girls or boys ages 10+.The reason why I 
would suggest this book for 10+, is because there are some moments that are 
possibly quite scary and make you want to put the book down for a second! 
Although, on the other hand, I think that this story is very exciting and 
interesting, you will find yourself glued to the page! I also think that 
this book has a unique storyline and (if you choose to read this) it will be 
very different from any other books that you have read. 

 

 



 
 

Alice East, age 10 

This is an interesting book about a witch called Hazel.  Hazel and her mother 
live in a glade.  One day a demon attacks them and takes Hazel's mother away.  

Alone and sad she decides to set off on a rescue mission to find her mother.  On 
the way she finds the world is dangerous.  Everywhere she goes there is witch 
finders so she has to disguise that she is a witch by controlling her powers.  

Join Hazel on a mission to save her mother and you will be transported into a 
world that is full of challenges that are both exciting and dangerous.  This 
book keeps you on the edge of your seat as it is full of excitement, 
adventure, magic and DANGER!! 

This is a nail biting adventure with simple but gripping language. 

I would recommend this book to children age 8 - 11 who like action and magic. 

 

Amelia White 

This book is better for the younger readers. I read this book but it 
wasn't really my type, however other people will most likely enjoy 
it! 

I didn't really enjoy this book it has a good storyline and starts quickly which I 
really liked about this book however, I didn't really get into the book it wasn't 
my type. However, I think younger readers (about 12 yrs) will really enjoy this 
book. The magic is amazing and I think Bramley is so cute too I would love an 
animal I could talk to. Hazel is an amazing character who has the magic of fire. 
She lives with her mum in the glade but when her mum goes missing and is 
kidnaped by a dil demon things change, she has to leave. This story is in a 
historical setting set in 1653 which also makes the book interesting as you get to 
learn a bit about the past and history of London. Overall it’s a good book for 
younger readers personally i didn't enjoy it but a lot of others will! The story 
line is great and I love the messages at the beginning of each chapter. 

 

Jasmine Harris-Hart 

A magical and exciting adventure story, great for both girls and 
boys. 

Hazel is a twelve year old girl who lives in a protective magical glade with her 
mother Hecate, safe from the witch hunters.....or so she thinks! 



 
 

Mary, a blind friend of Hecate, is visited during the night. She is given back her 
sight for information of the whereabouts of Hecate. 

As Hecate was bathing in the magical glade she was captured by a demon. 
Hazel witnessed this and as her fear and emotions ran high she discovered her 
own magical witch powers. She creates a fire storm and tries to hit the demon 
with it but although it burns him he still escapes taking her mother with him. 

Hazel’s life is now very different as she has to find a way to rescue her mother 
from the demon before it's too late. 

She leaves the protective glade and meets a boy called David and his master 
Titus, who are both demon hunters. She then enlists their help in finding her 
mother. 

It was an exciting story, I liked the way that at the beginning of each chapter 
there were a few lines of information. 

 Also I liked the relationship Hazel had with her little dormouse Bramley and 
how they interacted with each other throughout the story. 

A good read for anyone who likes stories about witches and magic, although 
there are a few sad moments too. 

I would rate this book 7/10 and think it is suitable for ages 9+ but it does has 
some scary bits in it. 


