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Harry and Hope by Sarah Lean 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Adiella Norridge, age 11 

Hope Malone lives in a small 
village in the mountains in France. 
Her mum is an artist and doesn't 
really spend much time with Hope, 
being busy in her studio painting. 
Her mum has a boyfriend, Frank; 
he is really nice and not your 
typical storybook 'mum's 
boyfriend'. He is like a dad to Hope. 
Frank has a donkey Harry, and he 
tries to get Hope and Harry to 
bond. Hope's metaphor of cherries 
and almonds being favourite tastes 
that go together is echoed 
throughout the book in her 
relationships with Frank and 
Harry. 

Beautifully written, this is an 
emotional and touching story. 
It made me laugh sometimes 
and made me cry at others. Sarah Lean really gets the feelings of the 
characters across effectively. The book is magical in its own way, even though it 
wouldn't at all be classed as a 'magical adventure'. I loved this novel. 

 

Rosie Watch 

What a beautiful and unusual book. I love that part of France, so can 
really picture the scenery and the people. The story takes quite a long time to 
establish itself and for a child reading this story, it is a little slow to get started, 
but the lovely ending makes it all worthwhile. It is a real tale of love and 



 
 

belonging. I think the development of the characters is so accurate. Hope 
especially really comes alive, her thoughts and her feelings and her insecurities. 
I love the way she describes her relationships, the cherries and almonds and the 
anchovies and olives and the changing relationship with her mother and how 
they go from being tomatoes and cherries to something much closer. 

I think anyone who reads this book will want to own or adopt a donkey. Their 
love and loyalty comes across so strongly and make this book very special. 

 

Isabelle Woods, age 9 

‘Harry and Hope’ is a magical story that captures the readers 
attention. This is the first book I have read by Sarah Lean and I look 
forward to reading more.  

‘Harry and Hope’ includes lots of different characters with lots of different 
personalities. Harry and Hope form a close bond and Harry learns to trust 
Hope.  

Some friendships are meant to be... 

 

Shannon McCloskey, age 12 

I would recommend this book for both boys and girls age 12+. This is 
my first time reading this author but I hope there will be more in the 
future. 

Harry and Hope is a beautifully written book and very moving.  When Hope 
and her mother settle into a nice cottage in the countryside, they meet Frank 
and Harry.  Harry is a donkey who was rescued by Frank.  The poor Donkey 
lived in Mombai and spent his life carrying heavy bricks. 

Frank and Hope are very close and she thinks of him as a father, but when 
Frank goes travelling again without Harry things start to go horribly wrong.   

Will Hope and Peter (her best friend) be able to look after Harry?  Will they be 
able to stop his bad habits? 

 

Amisha McCrystal, age 12 

Harry and Hope is a breathtaking book full of love, sorrow and all 
the feelings you get when your mother’s boyfriend who is closer to 
you than your own mother goes away and purposely leaves his 



 
 

obstinate donkey behind. 

Hope, Frank and Harry live in a peaceful village in Hope’s mother’s house. 
Frank has been to many places and he can’t stay in one place for more than a 
certain time. When Frank moves on (undoubtedly) Hope feels like it is the end of 
the world but this brings her and her mother together. It also gives her a friend 
to keep forever. Harry. 

I would definitely recommend this book to you. It is suitable for children aged 7-
9. It is a book that children who like animals must read. I would rate this book 
10 out of 10 mostly because of the storyline is outstanding and it is so emotional 
I was in tears when I finished it (because it was emotional not boring). 

 

Jasmine, age 11 

The title is imaginative and sweet. It makes you wonder what they 
mean by the names or whether it is two friends, adults or animals. I 
love it a lot. It’s so lovely but simple. It’s awesome. 

This is a magical book it is very well thought through and has a powerful story. 
The meaning is very clear in it and like always has a happy ending. Happy 
endings are good and not expected even though you know there is a happy 
ending in all books if you know what I mean. This book has a beautiful ending 
and it will go far. I also love the way the author elaborates on little things that is 
in a nice way not going on and on about it! Which is good. I love this book and 
will buy a copy. Thank you! 

 

Tigger Waghorne, age 10 

The relationship between Harry and Hope is really sweet and is 
described in a special way. 

This book is about a girl named Hope and a donkey named Harry. Harry is a 
work donkey from India that was saved by a man called Frank. Frank moved to 
France and lived with Hope and her mum but after four years he decides to 
leave, without Harry. Hope and Harry try to stop him leaving but he refuses to 
listen and he leaves anyway. Will Harry ever see Frank again? Read this book 
to find out! 

I really liked this book because I like animals and the relationship between 
Harry and Hope is really sweet and is described in a special way. I recommend 
this book to all animal lovers. 



 
 

Arminata Jacobs, age 10 

This book is not predictable and I had to keep reading to find out if 
Hope would ever see Frank again. 

Hope Malone is a 12 year old girl who has a very strong bond with her mum's 
boyfriend. Her life is suddenly flipped upside down when he leaves the family. 
He was not like any other boyfriend, he was the kind that you would not want to 
leave. Depressed by the news, all Hope wants to do is cry. There is also no doubt 
that she is going to miss Harry, Frank's donkey. 

Will Hope be able to live her life without Frank? Will she ever see Harry again? 
These are some of the gripping questions that this book makes you ask yourself.  

Sarah Lean paints a strong picture of the beautiful mountains where the story is 
set. Harry and Hope is not a predictable book and I had to keep reading to find 
out if Hope would ever see Frank again. This book is great and if they make a 
movie from it I'll definitely watch it. 

 

Lily Benner, age 9 

This book is sad, funny and exciting all at the same time. 

Hope needs security in her life, and wants everything to stay the same. 
However, when Frank, her mother's boyfriend, leaves to go travelling again her 
security is shattered. 

He leaves her with Harry, his rescued donkey, and they become very close. 
Hope's friend Peter understands her the way Harry does and the three of them 
look out for each other. 

Hope is a true animal lover and is wanting to help Harry to discover what he 
seems to be missing. 

I liked this story very much, it is warm, emotional and gentle. 

Anyone who loves animals will love this. 

 

Scarlett Coffman, age 9 

A great book about the friendship between a girl and a donkey. 

I started reading this book because I like animals. 

Hope really likes the donkey [Harry] and his owner [Frank] but Frank goes 
travelling but weirdly leaves Harry behind as they are best mates. Hope has a 



 
 

best mate called Peter they hang out together and they go on a mission to find 
Frank to ask why he left Harry behind.  Hope never gave up looking for Frank 
and she kept going even when it was really hot and Harry was tired.  She finally 
found him and it made me so happy because it made me think that you should 
never give up. 

I sometimes found it hard to understand but I still read it to the end and I was 
pleased that I did.  I would recommend the book to children who like reading 
books about animals and the relationship between children and animals. 

 

Emily Lonsdale, age 9 

A very well written book about the relationships between Harry, 
Hope and her Mum and Frank. 

This book is about a donkey called Harry and a little girl called Hope. Hope's 
Mum has had a string of boyfriends and Hope hopes her latest one Frank and 
his donkey Harry will stay. The story follows Hope's relationship with her 
Mum, Frank and Harry and has sad and happy bits. 

Unfortunately we felt that although the book is very well written for Emily (a 
sensitive child) it was a little too sad in places both the relationship with her 
Mum and Frank made Emily not want to read more than half the book. 
However I finished it (Emily's Mum) and it had a happy ending. It was a nice 
book but for us would be better read in a couple of years time. 

 

Olivia Russell 

I liked the book; it was a pleasure to read. It was very emotional and 
surprising everyone would like it. It would have to be aimed at kids 
though. 

The book described the emotions of the character and I felt like I was part of it. 
The donkey, Harry, was a great big part of the family and made everyone 
smile. I would say this book would be aimed for older children but maybe some 
adults would like it. I would recommend it. Thank you for listening 

 

 

   


