
 
 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
Hercufleas by Sam Gayton 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Alina Wraith, age 9 

I really enjoyed ‘Lilliput’ by the same 
author so I was expecting this to be 
brilliant. I wasn’t disappointed. 
‘Hercufleas’ is an easy read and very funny so 
it was perfect to read over a wet half term.  

A giant is invading the town of Tumber and a 
girl called Greta decides she needs to find a 
hero to save them.  While on the hunt she finds 
villains instead of heroes and is rescued from 
them by Hercufleas.  Hercufleas and Greta 
then team up to try and save the town.  I found 
the fact that something so tiny could save a 
town very funny.  The illustrations 
brought the book to life and I got very 
involved in the story. 

 

Emily Lonsdale, age 9 

I loved this book, funny book about a 
flea.  

This book is about a flea called Hercufleas who thinks he will never be a hero 
but that he should go on adventures. He jumps on the back of a girl called Greta 
who is leaving the shop following a purchase for a hero (who turns out not to be 
a hero) and Hercufleas saves her. Together they go on another adventure to 
defeat a giant that is terrorising her town. 

I liked the book because I like adventure stories and this one was 
very different to most stories I have read. 

 

 



 
 

Joshua Zinkin, age 10 

This book is exciting, humorous and also quite weird!  

Hercufleas is a new hatchling flea that has always dreamed of adventure. One 
day, a girl called Greta comes into the shop he lives in. She needs a beast hunter 
to kill a monster called Yuk who eats people! As Hercufleas has always dreamed 
of adventure, he wants to be part of this one. It turns out that Hercufleas doesn't 
like adventures after all. I would recommend this book to people aged 8 
and over who like a good funny adventure. 

 

Caitlin Hill, age 7 

Hercufleas' dreams of going out into the wide world and be a hero, have an 
adventure. And an adventure is what he gets when Greta turns up...  

I really like this book about Hercufleas going on an adventure to 
help Greta save her village. It has scary bits in it, sad bits and very 
exciting bits. It is really good how Hercufleas learns how to be a hero even 
though he is only tiny. But tiny things can make a big difference.  

I would like to have a hat for my own fleamily (flea family) to live in, but don't 
think mum would like it. 

 

Tomasz Hawryszczuk, age 9 

This is very much a Fairy Tale story about a flea. Hercufleas is tiny. Every 
month a giant arrives in town and eats people....who should win this battle? 
Can a tiny flea stand up to such a huge giant?  

I really liked this book. My favourite character was Sir Klaus the 
mouseketeer! This is very much like a Fairy Tale, but with fleas.  I liked 
the illustrations in the book. This helped to get a picture of all the 
characters. I think this book would appeal to both boys and girls. 

 

Lucy Pack, age 10 

I would recommend this book to 10-11  

This amazingly written book makes me laugh out loud and cry out 
loud. I love the way the author uses living things to refer to Hercufleas' size 
such as 'his heart, no bigger than a poppy seed'. I love Greta's character, she is 
courageous and brave and is never afraid of anything in her path. I would 



 
 

definitely recommend this book and hope others will enjoy it as 
much as I did. What an amazing book! 

 

Declan Simpson, age 8 

I really liked Hercufleas because it was exciting and I couldn’t wait to find out 
what happened next!  

The story made me feel lots of different things – it was exciting, 
imaginative and interesting. And although it made me feel sad in 
parts, there were also lots of funny bits that made me laugh. 

My favourite character was Hercufleas, as he was a hero and very brave 
despite only being a flea! 

My mum read this book with me, as some of the words were a bit tricky for me 
and she really enjoyed it and even learnt some new words! She said that the 
story is one that will appeal to much older children too, as there are many levels 
to it that younger readers might miss. 

I think people should read Hercufleas because it is a ‘fleatastic’ story and one I 
will remember for a long time! I hope there will be a new Hercufleas story...I 
would definitely read it! 

 

Sue Wilsher 

Having enjoyed both ‘The Snow Merchant’ and ‘Lilliput’, I had great 
expectations of ‘Hercufleas’ and Sam Gayton did not disappoint! 

Imagine the most unlikely hero you can think of- and you have Hercufleas. As 
his name suggests, the main character of this story is a flea whose family works 
at ‘Happily Ever Afters’, a company with the motto ‘You bring the quest, we’ll do 
the rest’. Being allowed to type Q and X as part of the flea typewriting team 
formed by his brothers and sisters is not the future the adventurous Hercufleas 
had envisioned for himself and when a girl called Greta comes seeking a hero, 
he seizes his opportunity for adventure! 

Lots of thought has been given to the style and placing of illustrations 
throughout this book and, in places, the use of font which add to the story. 
Humour and fun are well balanced by good quality writing and a 
strong message about the importance of self-belief. 

 



 
 

As a class story or an independent read, ‘Hercufleas’ is a must for classroom 
and library shelves. 

 

Daniel Harrison, age 8 

I like this book. The funniest part is when Hercufleas went up Yuk's 
nostril.  

‘Hercufleas’ is about a flea and as soon as he comes out of his egg he starts 
wondering things. He wonders about what happens on Tuesdays and what the 
colour red was like. He works for a man called Mr. Stickler and Stickler sells 
heroes to people. A girl named Greta is looking for a hero to save her town from 
a monster called Yuk. Hercufleas becomes a hero.  

This book is good and funny and exciting. This is because Hercufleas thinks that 
bullets are fleas. He tries to get the bullets back. The best bit of the book is when 
he went up Yuk's nostril: I really laughed at that bit. 

 

Samisha McCrystal, age 11 

I loved this book because it is a tale of friendship and a flea who 
turns into a hero. I would recommend it to 8-10 year olds. 

Greta is determined to find a hero that will save the town.  She goes to Avalon 
where she finds a shop called “Happily Ever After” only to be betrayed by the 
evil Mr. Stickler who sends villains to kill Greta.  She meets Hercufleas who is 
the size of a raisin and she believes he will be able to help her in her quest.  But 
backstabbing and broken hearts leaves Herculeas wondering, is he really a hero 
or just a pest. 

 

Zac Goldblum 

‘Hercufleas’ was a real page turner. From the moment I started 
reading I couldn’t stop. I would recommend this book to fans of 
adventure book. 

I rate this book 10/10 and my favorite character is Hercufleas because he’s 
really funny at the beginning. It felt like I was by his side going through 
everything that he was. It’s about a flea who’s not so sure about what’s going 
on. Then he meets Greta, who’s on a mission. She’s looking for a hero who can 
save the town of Tumber from a giant, but there’s one problem: Hercufleas is no 
bigger than a raisin. Will he be able to save them? Read it to find out! 



 
 

Isabel, age 7 

This book was really well illustrated and I liked the heroic main 
character. 

This book was really good and Hercufleas was determined to save his family 
with the help of his friend, Greta and in the end the giant yuk turned back into a 
green giant. 

 

Harry Gray, age 7 

I thought there were too many characters and the story went on for 
a bit too long. 

Mums review - unfortunately we didn't make it to the end of this book, which is 
a shame as the basic premise of a tiny flea becoming a hero in more ways than 
one is a good one.  Perhaps it should be aimed at slightly older children as there 
were a lot of characters, a lot of chapters and curious mix of characters aimed 
at younger children but dialogue which I thought was quite 'dark' and not 
always suitable for the given target audience. 

 

Oscar Smith, age 7 

I really did not like this book. It had too many adjectives and the 
characters were weird. 

I was excited to read this book but it turned out that I really did not like it.   

I found the characters unrealistic and the story too basic. 

Unfortunately I did not finish the book as I really wasn't enjoying it. 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  



 
 

      

 


