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Clíona, age 16 

I can't fully convey in words how 
much I absolutely loved this 
book.  

I became completely absorbed in it 
after the first couple of pages. Cody's 
journey to find out why her best friend 
Meg has committed suicide is 
poignant and emotional which all 
adds up to a really good read. What 
she finds out about someone she 
thought she knew so well is a real eye 
opener and made me feel very 
involved. What I really loved about 
this book was that it didn't feel like I 
was reading a story - it felt very real 
as if Cody was telling it herself and 
the reality of it works really well. 'I 
Was Here' is a really heart felt read 
that shows how coping with grief can 
sometimes mean needing to find an 
answer. I would highly recommend it! 

 

Esmé Molloy, age 14 

Enchanting and deep and gripping all at once.  Since the movie 
release of ‘If I Stay’, Gayle Forman has become a known name. This 
book yet again shows us why.  

Another emotional band revealing look in on the lives of those who are effected 
by death.  



Suicidal local girl's story is revealed through the eyes of her best friends 
shattered life. 

Spoiler alert: 

You will need a box of tissues and a big warm duvet to snuggle up and let your 
emotions out under. Just let those tears flow. I know how you feel. 

 

Stacie 

‘I Was Here’ isn't short of endearing characters and heart wrenching 
moments. Centered around the guilt and resentment of a young girl 
whose best friend opts out. Gayle Forman does it again.  

If you are like me and love Gayle Forman's writing than when you see that she 
is bringing out a new book you don't even need to know what it's about before 
adding it to your overgrowing to-be read pile. That's exactly how it was for me, 
only after I read the summary I was even more sure that I NEEDED to get my 
hands on it. Although the book has a lot of similarities to Gayle Forman's others, 
the big glaring differences is the amount of angst the main character has.   

Even though at times I found it hard to connect with her, I loved how loyal Cody 
was to Meg even though she could never understand why she decided to end her 
life, why she never confided her. She was her best friend and she knew her 
inside out, did she? That's what Cody thought until she delves deeper into the life 
that Meg worked so hard to hide from everyone. Cody's need to find out what 
happened takes her to self-discovery and dangerous places and in the process 
she finds a few things out about herself that I wouldn't go as far as to say she 
didn't know about but rather tried to bury deep down 

At the start I wasn't too sure about this book, but as I got more into the heart of 
it I was glad to find that ‘I Was Here’ had all the little things that make Gayle's 
novels impossible to put down and hard to forget: a brilliant back story, good 
characters and so much depth. I dare anyone to read this and not come away 
feeling emotional. 

http://staciesbookreviewgalore.blogspot.co.uk/ 

 

Ayesha Ali, age 16 

‘I Was Here’ follows a story about suicide, a delicate topic that is 
prudent in today’s society. Gayle Forman does this storyline justice 
by writing such a memorable novel.  



The story follows Cody, whose best friend, Meg commits suicide. As well as the 
grief of losing the one person she was closest with, Cody has to deal with the 
guilt with not even realising Meg wanted to take her own life. So when Cody 
takes a trip to Meg’s dorm room in college, she can’t help but start a journey 
into finding out why Meg Garcia took her own life.  

Gayle Forman swept me away with the novel. Writing in a scene she writes best 
in, Forman creates a poignant, engrossing and memorable storyline, which will 
stay with me for a long time. Both the characters and the setting felt utterly 
realistic. The hype of the release of this book is definitely deserved. Reading this 
touching story was such an honour. My rating is a very well-deserved 4/5. 

www.twinsturnpages.wordpress.com 

 

Jenny Smart, age 12 

Thomas Cowley School 

This is a sad book because it is about someone taking their own life. It has some 
rude language in places but it has a very good strong storyline. I really 
enjoyed this good book and would recommend it for anyone from 
age 12 upwards. A great read! 

 

Edel Waugh 

This is the story about a young woman called Meg who decides to take her own 
life and the aftermath she leaves behind. The story is told by her best friend 
Cody who is in shock, and devastated by her friends actions. Cody is a good 
narrator and a pretty tough cookie on the outside but inside we get glimpses of 
a softer side to her that she does not show often. Through her we get to know 
more about Meg and when Cody goes to Meg's collage to tidy up the remnants 
of her life there she gets more and more information about her friend . There 
seems more to Meg's suicide then at first meets the eye and Cody takes it upon 
herself to find out what went on with the most unlikely of help from Meg's ex. 

I recommend this to anyone who wants a really good page turner 
that will leave you with a lump in your throat.  

http://edelwaugh.blogspot.com 

 

Imogen Fisher 



I really enjoyed reading this book, I have read other books by Gayle Forman, 
and this book definitely lived up to my high expectations. The book was 
based around a very difficult subject, suicide, and I think it was 
dealt with very effectively, helping you understand the topic in a 
different way. It was written so that you could really feel all the characters 
emotions, and understand what they were going through. Overall it was an 
incredible book! 

 

Sarah Murray, age 16 

Tragically beautiful- Gayle Forman has handled this delicate subject 
perfectly and has written another fantastic novel.  

This is not a light read by any means. It is dark and at times depressing but 
above all this is the most powerful book I have ever read. There was such truth 
and a raw honesty in the story that was incredible! 

I will be honest this book is almost dangerous because it is so blunt about suicide 
and the introduction of the blog "the Final Solution". Cody is such a remarkable 
character, she is so innocent that the discoveries she makes along the way seem 
all the more wrong and tragic. Slowly, Cody is forced to face the gritty reality 
that is unfortunately prevalent in today's society- depression, self-harm and 
suicide. 

This is an amazing novel that honestly moved me and opened my eyes about the 
world around me. This book will change you forever! Five Stars. 

www.everyoneneedsabooknook.blogspot.co.uk 

 

Ella Grabsky, age 15 

Couldn't put it down until I had read the very last sentence. 
Excellent.  

I have only read one other teenage suicide book and that was ‘13 Reasons Why’. 
It was an amazing read with an original plot idea. This only meant that I had 
very high expectations of ‘I Was Here’. 

I have to say I was not disappointed.  

The book is told through the eyes of Cody. Cody's best friend was Meg. When 
Meg kills herself, she leaves Cody a lot of unanswered questions that only Cody 
can find the answers for. 



This book deals with a very touchy subject and yet somehow Forman manages 
to turn ‘I Was Here’ into almost a romantic mystery novel. I thinks this was a 
very clever idea as it means readers don't have to deal with reading a deep and 
depressing book about suicide.  

I thought it was a great read and thoroughly recommend it to anyone over the 
age of 13 who loves contemporary novels with a twist. 

 

Amy Laws, age 13 

I love all of Gayle Foreman's books and this was no exception.  It was 
a beautifully told and touching story, and it really moved me.  

I loved this book. It tackled some difficult problems such as self-harm but it did 
it in a sensitive way which I'm really glad about. The story really touched me 
and I would definitely recommend it. This was certainly not a let down from 
Gayle Foreman's other books. 

 

Madi Campbell 

"I Was Here" is a heart breaking book which should be read by all 
teenagers. It is an amazing read which will be thoroughly enjoyed, I 
don't think anyone would regret buying this moving novel. 

"I Was Here" is a heart breaking book which should be read by all teenagers. It 
is an amazing read which will be thoroughly enjoyed, I don't think anyone 
would regret buying this moving novel. 

"I Was Here" is about a young girl, Meg, who commits suicide and leaves 
behind destroyed friends and family who have to try and get through the grief 
of their loss. It gives the reader an insight to the sensitive topic and shows what 
thoughts run through the heads of the people close to Meg. 

A definite read for all, amazing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


