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Mel Foster and the Demon Butler by Julia Golding 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Amy Lee-Jones, age 10 

Red Maid's Junior School, 

I really loved this book. It was 
such an exciting read. I just 
couldn’t put it down. Every night 
I was saying to my mum “Can I 
read just one more page?” Or 
“Mum! Can’t I just finish the 
chapter?” It kept me on 
tenterhooks until the last page.   

This book has it all! 
Monsters, ghosts, icebergs 
and a boy on the Most 
Wanted list. Set in Victorian 
London, it has all the up-to-
date trends with body 
doubles, a weird kind of 
magic and an adventure 
waiting to happen. Hero of the 
book, Mel, goes away on a two 
month journey to Antarctica but 
when he comes back his beloved home town has changed for the worst and Mel 
is in danger for his life. 

The author writes in third person and uses many different words. She also uses 
a lot of describing words and tells you how the characters are feeling at the 
same as keeping it quite mysterious. There are a few difficult words so you may 
need to use a dictionary or ask an adult. I would recommend it for children 
aged 8 to 12. I have, honestly, never read anything like it before but I would love 
to read more books like it and I am looking forward to reading the next book in 
the series. 



 
 

Matthew Kirk, age 10 

This was a good book but I felt that the author could have got to the 
point a bit quicker. I would rate it 8/10  

This book was about Mel Foster who befriends Eve Frankenstein. Mel has to 
save the British Empire from the Queen's Demon Butler.  

This was an enjoyable book to read once I got into it but it took almost half of 
the book before anything exciting happened. This did make it a little boring and 
I had to force myself to read it however, once the fun started, I found it much 
easier to read. 

 

Sam Harper, Age 11 

An exciting Victorian adventure full of shady characters, monsters 
and emotionless clones. It’s humorous, absorbing and great fun.  

Melchizedek John Foster, or Mel for short, is an orphan in Victorian London 
and it’s not a good situation to be in. He is sent as a cabin boy on an expedition 
to the Arctic by the malicious Lady Bracknell. Whilst there, they discover a 
creature frozen in the ice and decide to transport it home to claim the reward 
offered by the Queen for finding a monster. Unfortunately Mel manages to 
defrost the monster on the voyage home and she turns out to be Eve, the 
daughter of Frankenstein’s monster. The crew discover that Eve has a strange 
attachment to Mel and use that to keep her prisoner until they reach London. 
Eve and Mel escape from the crew but they must then evade the Monster Patrol 
which scours the city for monsters at the command of Mr Burlington, the 
Queen’s evil new butler. Monsters are the only things which could stop him in 
his quest for world domination and he wants to destroy them all. The Queen is 
under his spell and he has the power to turn people’s portraits into emotionless 
clones which he can use as an unstoppable army. Mel has the ability to destroy 
the clones, and their link to the original people, but will this be enough to defeat 
Burlington himself? With the help of the Monster Resistance it might just be 
possible. 

This Victorian adventure was really exciting. I loved its theme of resurrection 
and the shadowy organisation who were attempting to mess with the power of 
life. It was humorous, absorbing and overall, a very enjoyable story. 

 

 



 
 

Cora Willans  

Exciting and adventurous. 

My favorite character was Eve because she is very large and cares about Mel. I 
think this is an adventure story. I would say children 8-12 should read this book. 
I would give it 9/10. 

 

Dylan Sweet 

I loved this book and found it weird, in a good way. I would rate it 
three and a half stars (out of five) and it could be girls and boys of 
any age from 8 or 9 plus. 

This book is very interesting and odd. It is about a young boy called Mel who 
meets a lot of very bad endings. However, they all turn out to be fine. At the 
start of the book, he is on a trip to find the North Pole but the ship gets stuck in 
the Atlantic Ocean as it has frozen. At a peculiar moment, Mel spots a figure 
underneath the ice – he didn’t know what it was but it led him on a brilliant 
adventure with Eve Frankenstein. When they reach London Eve is caged up, 
however, she has a clever plan and escapes. They do not know that the demon 
butler is after them looking for monsters for his queen and Mel is on the list. 

 

Tomasz Hawryszczuk, age 10 

A historical gothic adventure with a bit of a twist. Set in Victorian 
times and including relatives of famous monsters! Really funny and 
exciting all rolled into one! A great read for age 9 and over. 

Mel (the hero of the story) goes away to Antarctica, but when he returns home 
everything has changed. The Queen's butler is up to no good and Mel comes up 
against monsters in order to save England from an awful fate. Eve 
Frankenstein was my favorite character. What a great idea to create relatives 
of famous monsters. Genius! This book is very different to anything else I have 
read. I would love to read another in this series if there is going to be another. 

 

Alexander Bisland, age 10 

I didn’t really enjoy this book because I didn’t understand it and 
found it difficult to follow, as it kept flicking from one place to 
another.   



 
 

Maybe it’s for an older audience of 11+. However, don’t let my review stop you 
reading the book as you may enjoy it more than me. I think I’ll come back to it in 
a year or so as I like to re-read my books! 

 

Abraham 

Mel Foster and the demon butler is a funny, intriguing book with 
familiar characters but put into a new light, I really enjoyed reading 
this. 

 

  


