
 
 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
Not As We Know It by Tom Avery 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Charlotte Cassidy, age 9 

This book was a sentimental page-
turner of a book. I loved every 
second of it and couldn't put it 
down once I had started it.  

‘Not As We Know It’, by Tom Avery is 
about two brothers. Ned, the older of the 
two, has a severe chest infection that 
could kill him. They like going hunting on 
the beach for interesting things, and one 
day they find a strange creature. Jamie 
(the younger of the two) thinks that it 
might be able to help his brother. Little do 
they know that this will lead them into an 
adventure that will change their lives 
forever. 

This book was very sentimental and it 
kept me wanting to find out what 
happens next. It was exciting one minute 
and then sad the next. I loved it because it 
shows what a strong bond brothers or sisters can have and it really made me 
believe that the story was real. It was also a page- turner of a book and it was 
so engaging that I read it in just one day. I would widely recommend this 
fantastic book to readers that like tragedies and exciting stories. 

 

Sarah-Jane Ryan  

Powerfully written and beautifully illustrated, this story explores 
twins Ned and Jamie’s reactions to their last adventure.  

Ned and Jamie do everything together: riding their bikes, beachcombing and 
watching Star Trek. However, they are very different: Ned is the risk taker and 



 
 

Jamie is the protector. One day they find a mystical creature and decide to keep 
it a secret – one last adventure. Both Ned and Jamie have hopes that the strange 
creature can bring about a change but very different ideas of what that change 
should be.  Intertwined with their adventure are the boys’ Grandad’s stories of 
mythical sea creatures that give both boys hope.  Tom Avery’s book is an 
exploration of how twins cope with an unbearable sadness that is beyond their 
control.  The book is beautifully illustrated by Kate Groves. 

 

Joseph Harris-Hart, age 12 

A great story about brotherly love and it's strength, even in difficult 
circumstances.  

This sad, depressing story is about two brothers named Jamie and Ned, who 
are twins. 

Ned has cystic fibrosis and is slowly dying. They are obsessed with 'Star Trek' 
and there are lots of quotes from the episodes throughout the story. 

They are home schooled by their family and their Grandad teaches them 
history, geography, astronomy and mythology and tells them lots of stories that 
he had heard when he was a sailor. 

One day they find an injured creature on the beach, and it looks like something 
from one of their Grandads stories. Ned wants to keep this adventure between 
themselves, because he believes it will be their last, and tells Jamie not to tell 
anyone. He calls the creature Leonard, after a Star Trek character and he and 
Leonard become close.  

You don't really know what is going on between Ned and Leonard because the 
story is told from Jamie's perspective. 

This book is different from most children's books I have read as they usually 
have a happy ending, this does not and is a mystery. 

I think this book is well worth reading but if you don't like sad books 
it isn't for you. Having said that, I did enjoy reading it. There are also 
lots of interesting facts and places entwined in the story. 

I think it is suitable for boys aged 10+ and I rate it 8/10 

 

Kerry Hollingshead, age 10 

An easy to read book full of sadness, mystery and fantasy that I 



 
 

found enjoyable.  

An enjoyable book in which two young boys hope for a miracle. It takes place in 
the 80's in Portland, where Ned and his twin brother Jamie live.  

Ned is extremely ill and is unlikely to live much longer but when they find a 
mysterious creature on the beach things change. Jamie thinks he's found the 
miracle they need.  

I thought this book was interesting and it kept me wanting to read more. 

 

Amisha McCrystal 

This is a special and sad tale that will touch your heart forever. 

The story starts with two young twin brothers who live in a small, quiet village 
beside the sea. 

The boys are the best of friends and can hardly be separated from each other, 
but one day they discover something or someone on the shore after a really bad 
storm.  This discovery will change their lives forever. 

Ned, one of the brothers, gets really ill, so ill he can hardly walk.  The boys have 
heard stories of tiny men who live in the sea and have healing powers.  This 
gives James, the other twin, hope for Ned’s recovery. 

Will their new friend be able to help? 

Will Ned die too young too soon? 

Read it and find out!!!! 

 

Orlaith Carson, age 14 

I would tell people to read this book because it shows how close 
people can get and how they mean a lot to each other. 

This book is about two twin brothers Ned and Jamie, who are the most loving 
caring brothers. But Ned suddenly becomes sick and the family try to find a way 
to cure the illness. However his twin Jamie is afraid and worries about Ned day 
and night. On one normal day Jamie and Ned go searching on the beach looking 
for rubbish. Jamie picks something amazing and then an idea pops into his 
head. He thinks that this something amazing could save his brother’s life. 

This book is written in the first person, and Jamie is the brother who talks about 
what is happening and updates the reader about his brother Ned and his family 



 
 

as well. 

The characters Ned and Jamie are very alike in the story; they both always look 
out for each other. Their mum and dad live together, but they are both very 
quiet at the start because they both work. A few chapters near the end of the 
story they are more a part of the family, and spend more time with Jamie and 
Ned. The granddad is only in the book for a few chapters but he always talks to 
the grandchildren. 

The best part of the book was when Jamie picked up the amazing thing and 
thinks it could save Ned. The worst part of the book was when Ned was in 
hospital. 

 

Sam Harper, age 11 

An amazing, heart-wrenching tale that had me on the edge of my 
seat. I didn’t want it to end. 

Not As We Know It is the story of twin brothers Jamie and Ned. They live in 
Portland, a small town by the sea, and enjoy playing together but sadly Ned has 
cystic fibrosis and knows that he won’t live for much longer. One day, when 
Jamie and Ned are beachcombing, they find something awesome and terrible. 
It’s a merman and the brothers decide to keep him as they think that he might 
have come to heal Ned. But in their Grandad’s seafaring stories the mermen are 
said to take sick people away, not heal them. As time goes on, and people 
become more suspicious about what Jamie and Ned are hiding in their garage, 
they realize that they have to let the merman go. Will anyone discover their 
secret? Will Ned die or will the merman take him away? 

An amazing, heart-wrenching tale that had me on the edge of my seat and not 
wanting it to end. Although it was very sad I still really enjoyed it and if you 
liked My Brother’s Shadow you’ll love this. 

 

Rachel Galbraith, age 10 

A sad but great novel that will make your emotions stir. 

Jamie is worried for his brother Ned. Ned suffers from a lung disease and Jamie 
thinks there is no hope for Ned but when he finds a strange creature on the 
beach everything changes. This is a tale of brotherly love tinged with old sailor 
tales. Beautifully written mystical themes with a twist in the tale, Tom Avery at 
his best. 



 
 

Fiona Sutherland, age 11 

This was a great book but the language was a little bit hard to 
understand. I would say this is a must read for all the Star Trek fans 
out there. 

The book not as we know was a brilliant book even if there were some gross 
parts. I liked it because the storyline was amazing. It can get a bit confusing if 
you don't know about Star Trek Enterprise because it always refers back to it. 
There were a few words that I didn't understand. This book is about a myth 
coming true, a twin losing his twin and some geography! 


