
 
 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
The Nowhere Emporium by Ross MacKenzie 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Sam Harper, age 11 

Fantastical, magical and 
spectacularly exciting. An 
amazing read with a 
beautifully illustrated cover, 
it’s perfect!  

When orphan Daniel stumbles into 
the strange world of the Nowhere 
Emporium, his life changes forever. 
This is the most magical shop in the 
world with hundreds of rooms full 
of Wonders created by the 
imagination of Lucius Silver. He is 
able to transport the shop and the 
people who live in it from country 
to country and time to time. He 
opens the doors in each city and 
allows people to experience the 
Emporium’s Wonders in exchange 
for a tiny piece of their imagination 
which he uses to power the shop. 
But Silver is very old and is growing weak. He’s searching for something he 
can’t find in each place they visit and his past is catching up with him. He was 
trained in the art of magic in the 1800’s by the evil Vindictus Sharpe, a man who 
hated the fact that Silver was a better magician than him. Now Sharpe is 
getting close to finding Silver and his Book of Wonders which he so badly wants. 
Every Wonder is created by writing it in the book and if Sharpe has the book he 
will control them all. But Daniel has a good imagination and, although his 
training has only just begun, he may be able to help save the Emporium. The 
shop is being torn apart, Silver has disappeared and Daniel and Silver’s 
daughter Ellie must find him. Sharpe worms his way into the shop and tricks 



 
 

them but will Daniel and Ellie be strong enough to discover his weakness and 
save the Emporium? Its survival depends on them. 

The world of ‘The Nowhere Emporium’ is fantastical, magical and spectacular. I 
loved the way that it came alive in my imagination and Daniel’s battle with 
Sharpe, as the Emporium was torn apart, was really, really exciting. An 
amazing read with a beautifully illustrated cover, it’s perfect! 

 

Tomasz Hawryszczuk, age 9 

An amazing book filled with Magic and excitement.  If you like Harry 
Potter and Dr Who, you will love this!  

Daniel is an orphan who gets an opportunity of a lifetime when he finds "the 
shop" and it's owner, Mr Silver. When Mr Silver disappears the emporium 
starts to crumble. Daniel has to save his friends and his new home and comes up 
against a huge challenge. This is one of the most exciting books I have read in a 
long time. I couldn't put it down. Read this to discover the "book of Wonder' and 
what it can do. Highly recommend this to boys and girls over the age of 8. 

 

Alex Hall, age 9 

This book is a page turner. The main character is an orphan and 
befriends a magician with an emporium which is full of mystery and 
magic and fantasy.  It has a lot of action and is a very gripping.  

I really enjoyed this book, it is a page turner. It happened to be the type of book 
I really like reading. It has similarities to the Harry Potter books. The main 
character is an orphan and befriends a magician with an emporium which is 
full of mystery and magic and fantasy.  It has a lot of action and a near disaster 
but all goes all right in the end. I couldn’t put the book down. I think it will be 
really popular.  

 

Lindsey Hall – Alex’s mum  

Just to say a big thank you for sending ‘The Nowhere Emporium’ for Alex to 
read and review.  Alex absolutely loved it. He is totally taken with the Harry 
Potter books and for him to compare it to this is high praise indeed. I have read 
it (due to Alex's enthusiasm) and I agree - loved it, a fabulous book and one 
that I think will many young people (and adults) will find 
enthralling.  



 
 

 

 

Isaac East, age 8 

Have you ever walked into a midnight maze where imagination 
takes over? Join Mr. Silver in he wonders from lands of sweets to a 
room of secrets. Then ride a roller coaster to defeat his arch enemy.  

Have you ever walked into a midnight maze where imagination takes over? 
Join Mr. Silver in his wonders from lands of sweets to a room of secrets. Then 
ride a roller coaster to defeat his archenemy Vindictus Sharpe.  

Daniel gets help from the staff, a fire breather and a snake charmer on his 
death-defying mission to save the emporium. Will he succeed? Or will the 
emporium be lost forever? Daniel faces his hardest wonder yet, to beat Sharpe! 
They set each other a challenge and the first person to complete their challenge 
makes the decision of who lives and who dies! Read this book to find out the 
answers to these questions, but beware for the twists and turns on this 
adventure.  

I would recommend this book to people with big imaginations, and those who 
want to go on an exciting and magical journey. 

 

Olivia Barnes, age 10 

Every chapter ends with a cliff-hanger, you are left falling off the 
edge and the only way to save yourself is to carry on reading.  

‘The Nowhere Emporium’ is all about magic. I think lots of books should be 
written about magic as it fascinates every child on earth. Although the book is 
set in 1883 in Edinburgh and Glasgow the Emporium can change time and 
place. A boy called Daniel, who is an orphan, is being chased by a band of 
bullies when he trips and falls into the Emporium. He meets the strange Mr 
Silver who explains that Daniel has something magic about him. Daniel 
becomes his apprentice and discovers incredible things about the Emporium. 
When Mr Silver reveals that he is dying Daniel realises he must take on the fight 
to save the Emporium and the Book of Wonders. 

The language in the book made me feel as if I was experiencing the magic with 
Daniel. Every chapter ends in a cliff-hanger, you are left falling off the edge and 
the only way to save yourself is to carry on reading. This is an incredible book 
which every child should read. 



 
 

 

Louis Gladman, age 10 

It all begins when a mysterious Emporium appears in the middle of a busy 
street... 

When Daniel Holmes finds himself inside the magical shop he meets Mr Silver 
and is recruited as an assistant and now his journey commences. When I 
started reading this book it felt like someone inside had me tied to a 
rope and was pulling me in and not stopping. I feel this book has a 
connection to Harry Potter, the whole idea of magic and mystery really fills this 
story. All the characters are funny and brave, everything you could wish for 
from a great character in an amazing story! I really recommend this book to 
people who enjoy Harry Potter and other similar stories. Prepare to be 
transported to a world of wonder and amazement... 

 

Miranda Beinart-Smith, age 8 

Because I loved this book so much, I couldn’t stop reading it and I 
stayed up very late to see what happened next!  

Daniel Holmes is an orphaned boy, belonging to St. Catherine’s home. One day, 
he happened to be roaming the streets when he came across a strange building 
that seemed as if it had appeared overnight! After that, Daniel was hauled into 
an amazing world of magic... 

I really enjoyed this book and if I had to rate it out of 10 it would be 10! I like 
how the chapter headings have a mysterious tint to them but they don’t give 
away any vital information. Because I loved this book so much, I couldn’t stop 
reading it and I stayed up very late to see what happened next! My favourite 
part was how the shopkeeper (Mr. Silver) possessed a book of wonders and 
whenever you wrote in it, the topic you wrote about appeared somewhere in the 
shop! You don’t really know how Mr. Silver will react and I think that creates 
suspense! 

 

Robert Heathcote, age 11 

What a wonderful interesting book cover that tempts you in to read 
the story.  The book is full of magic and adventure which starts from 
the very beginning which made me want to read more and more.  

The start of the book introduces you to the magical and mystical Nowhere 



 
 

Emporium.  It is a shop full of many different rooms full of magical wonders. 
The detail within the book really creates some fantastic imagery in your mind 
which draws you in and enables you to visualise the story. Daniel (the main 
character) forms a wonderful bond with Lucius Silver’s daughter and together 
they have to save the Emporium, will they be successful, you will need to read 
the story to find out.  

I talked about the book so much my sister (who is 15) picked it up and she 
enjoyed it just as much as me.  We both like the Harry Potter stories and we felt 
if you enjoy that kind of story you would like this one. 

 

Jack Summers, age 8 

This book is full of mysteries, secrets and wonders! Read it if you like 
magic and adventure stories.  

I liked this book because it goes from boring to exciting. It is full of mysteries, 
secrets and wonders!  The story is set in a shop.  

My favourite character is Daniel because he remembers everything that he has 
been told. 

Another good character is Vindictous Sharpe. He has silver everywhere on his 
body. He is cruel and dangerous. I like him because he builds up the tension.  

My favourite part is when Daniel faces Vindictous Sharpe. I liked it because 
Sharpe thought he was going to win.  

I would definitely read another book by the same author because he really 
builds up the tension.  

I would recommend this book to my friends who like reading magic and 
adventure books.  I give this book 8 stars out of 5!!!!! 

 

Ella Meredith, age 8 

This is a bit of a spooky book, but really good.  

This story has lots of elements that remind us of the Harry Potter tales. We are 
really enjoying reading it together. 

 

Liam Wilson, age 10 

Mysterious and intriguing.  



 
 

This book has a great cover and is so well written, I couldn't wait to 
read the next chapter. I really enjoyed guessing what was going to happen 
next. It's a bit like the Tardis in Doctor Who mixed with Narnia and Harry 
Potter. You never know what is going to happen next. I really liked the 
characters too. A really good book! 5 stars. 

 

Callum Broomfield 

Rating: 4/5 

I really enjoyed this book and I would recommend it to my friends in an 
instant. It’s quite unlike any other book I’ve read. It is full of mystery 
and makes you feel like you are in the book and that you’re going 
through the action with the characters. The descriptions in the middle of the 
book in particular are really good “Raindrops the size of marbles pelted the fine 
oak coffin”.  I think this book would be great for children aged 11-13. 

 

Alexander Butler 

A very magical book that I couldn't put down - I got through it in 
record time! 

When the Emporium appears in the middle of street, orphan Daniel finds 
himself inside a magical shop where he comes across Mr. Silver who recruits 
him as his apprentice.  However, Mr. Silver tells Daniel that he is dying and 
Daniel steps up to save the Emporium.   

I love the way the author gives so much detail which allows the reader's mind to 
go into overdrive and really visualize the story.  

My favorite part was when the author was discussing the wonders: the best one 
being the room of secrets (where there are secrets in snow globes)!   

I loved this story and couldn't put it down, I just wanted to read more and more.  
I would recommend this book to anyone 8+ 


