
 
 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
Pip Bartlett’s Guide To Magical Creatures  
by Jackson Pearce and Maggie Stiefvater 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Sidney Greenslade, age 11 

A fun and magical story full of 
loveable characters and unusual 
creatures.  

‘Pip Bartlett's Guide to Magical 
Creatures’ is a funny and fantastical 
book about Pip, a nine year old girl 
with the ability to speak to and 
understand all magical creatures. 

After an accident at the school careers 
day formally known as “The Unicorn 
Incident” Pip is sent away to her aunt’s 
house for the summer holidays. Luckily 
for animal-loving Pip, Aunt Emma is a 
magical animal’s vet! Young Pip makes 
friends with Tomas Ramirez, a small 
boy with a whole load of allergies and 
an even bigger heart. 

When fires start up all over town Pip 
and Tomas have no idea what is 
starting them or how to stop them, but together they must stop the fires, tame a 
terrified unicorn and discover new secrets about the world of magical animals. 

‘Pip Bartlett's Guide to Magical Creatures’ is a heartwarming and exciting tale 
for younger readers. I loved all the characters, especially Pip as I would love to 
have the power to speak to animals! 

The plot was compelling and I liked how a seemingly random fact learnt earlier 
in the book would turn out to be important later on. 

This book made me laugh out loud and its fast pace made it an enjoyable easy-



 
 

read. I will definitely re-read Pip Bartlett – I loved it! 

 

Evie Aconley, age 8 

A very descriptive book about magical creatures. I really enjoyed 
reading the story.  

The story is about Pip Bartlett and Tomas who bond together to save Cloverton 
from the furry balls which burst into flames. The book has pages explaining the 
magical creatures with drawings which really helped to bring the story alive. I 
really enjoyed this story, it was different to other books by being a fictional 
information book about all things magic. 

 

Georgie Docwra, age 9 

Mysterious and packed full of magic!  

This book tells the story of Pip Bartlett meeting and talking to magical 
creatures. She has a great friend Tomas who has funny magical allergies! 

I loved the start of the story when Pip meets the show-off unicorns, it is very 
funny. The descriptions made me feel like I was actually riding a unicorn, 
fantastic! I really liked all the pictures and diagrams explaining the magical 
creatures. 

Pip is a lovely character as she is very bubbly and energetic. Ten out of ten! 

 

Lucas, age 10 

A descriptive guide about magical creatures which is funny yet 
informative.  

Pip Bartlett a girl who can speak to magical creatures and a boy who has loads 
of allergies to magical creatures and flowers. An adventure book which I really 
liked. 

 

Hannah Minton, age 9 

This book was funny and very descriptive.  I really recommend it.  

Pip Bartlett’s guide to magical creatures is an amazing book. It’s all about a 
young girl, Pip. Pip has an extraordinary time at her aunts training unicorns & 
saving/ helping all magical creatures.  What an adventure! I liked this book 



 
 

because it was very funny but in the same way when it needed to be serious it 
was.   You feel as if you’re pip racing around doing all she needs to do. 
Sometimes you feel like you can smell everything she could (or so it says she 
could smell in the book) because the description is so good.  I can't recommend it 
enough.  

Pip as I said gets down to an awful lot of trouble. With every step she takes 
something has to block the path in front of her.  Despite this she still has her 
friend Thomas and together they must stop an evil plan before it’s too late. Will 
they achieve their task by the end of the week? What do you think? 

 

 

Eliza Kinder, age 7 

This story is all about a little girl called Pip who absolutely adores 
magical creatures, and if, like me, you also like magic, mythical 
creatures and adventure, then this is the book for you!  

I particularly like the bit when Pip finds a Grim (an animal who looks sort of 
like a dog, and sort of like a wolf) hiding in the woods, and I jumped when it 
popped out of the bushes.  The Emerald Dunking Ducks (shiny-looking, and 
cheeky), are very funny, especially when they make rude remarks about Pip.  
They really don’t like Pip’s clothes, they think they are unstylish, and they tell 
Pip this. 

This is a book that has Fuzzles catching fire in someone’s underwear, it has 
coloured bubbles coming out of someone else’s nose, and it has unicorns 
roaming around a car park.  How could you not love this book? 

I read this book quickly, and found it both funny and exciting.  The illustrations 
mean that I could recognise a fuzzle if I came across one.  I would definitely like 
to live in Pip’s world – it is an awesome place, and I would recommend this 
book to anyone aged about 7 who likes the idea that one day they might actually 
see unicorns in a car park! 

 

Elizabeth, age 8 

I love this story it’s about a girl called Pip and she has loads of 
adventures and meats loads of magic animals. My favourite animal 
was a unicorn and the Pegasus.  

I love this story it is about a girl called Pip and she has loads of adventures and 



 
 

meets loads of magic creatures. My favourite animal is the unicorn and 
pegasus. My favourite character is Pip because she is just like me. My favourite 
chapter is the chapter when 'nothing goes on fire Tomas takes his allergy 
medicine and Callie is happy’. My best part was when they were in the wood 
and Tomas started flying. 

 

Emily Lonsdale, age 9 

Fabulous book like no other I have read.  

I absolutely loved this book which is about a girl called Pip who goes to stay 
with Aunt who runs a care centre for mythical creatures. Her Aunt is the Vet 
there and Pip finds she can talk to the creatures. 

The book is about the Fuzzles who keep setting themselves on fire. 

I loved the beasts in the book which were really unusual and also the pictures 
which had lots of information about the characters and creatures around them 

Although the book is about a girl I think it would appeal to both girls and boys 
as the creature’s features a lot in the book and they are really different to your 
everyday wildlife. 

I hope Pip has more adventures 

 

Rohan Delamere, age 9 

An amazing story about a girl who can talk to magic creatures who 
is forced to use her powers for good!  

This is an amazing story about a girl who has the power to talk to magic 
creatures but after an incident involving some very show-offy unicorns she 
never uses her powers again. However after an unexpected infestation of fuzzes 
(creatures that are furry balls which burst into flame) she is forced to use her 
powers. 

I would give this book 9/10 and recommend it to 8+ boys and girls. 

 

Rose Hopkins, age 9 

I think ‘Pip Bartlett’s Guide to Magical Creatures’ is wonderful.  The 
book really makes you feel for the characters and identify with them.  The 
people and animal profiles were very strong.  I thought the beginning was 



 
 

particularly gripping.  When it mentioned – then the unicorns came – I knew 
immediately that it was fantasy.  The part about the crazy allergies was very, 
very funny.  My only criticism is that once they found the Grim, it finished too 
briskly. 

Overall though, this was a very enjoyable book. 

 

Lucy Keaveny, age 9 

Lovely, quirky drawings and exciting adventures. Imagine having 
an Aunt who is a vet for magical creatures, Pip has but sometimes 
things go slightly wrong. 

Pip can talk to magical creatures, which is great! It turns out the magical 
creatures aren't quite as you would usually imagine them. 

Pip adds her own comments to the guide she has on Magical Creatures. 

This is a great book with an extra detail added by the pictures. 

 

Heather Greenan, age 11 

An excellent book for all ages. 

I really enjoyed this book because it was full of fantasy and mythical creatures. 
I like the fact that everyone in the book treats magical creatures like they are 
ordinary animals. 

My favourite character in the book is Tomas because he has so many allergies 
(which make his character create humour) and he is always prepared for 
everything. I also like Pip because she knows exactly what to do in a crisis and is 
really good with all sorts of animals, partly because she can speak to them and 
understand what they say. 

I found the book quite funny, for example the things that the Fuzzles choose to 
set on fire and how all the animals hated Callie’s singing. Overall I would rate 
the story 9/10 and I think children from ages 7-adults would be able to enjoy it! 

 

 


