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Poppy Pym and the Pharaoh’s Curse by Laura Wood 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

 

Isabel, age 8 

The book was so good I couldn't 
put it down! I read it in a 
weekend! 

I loved the mystery in the book, Poppy 
looking for the ruby. 

Poppy eventually got to find some 
friends at her school and the thief of the 
ruby was captured in the end. 

Poppy also found a family at the circus. 

 

Georgia Docwra, age 10 

A brilliant detective story! 

Poppy lives with a circus, her mother 
left her there when she was a baby. She 
lives in a caravan with Madam Pym, the fortune teller, which is why she is 
called Poppy Pym. Madam Pym sends her to school as she thinks she should 
learn at school as well as learning at the circus. She makes friends with Kip and 
Ingrid and the story tells of their adventure to find the Red Ruby which 
disappears from an exhibition at their school. 

I loved the book, I was gripped by the story and didn't suspect the culprit at the 
end!! 

 

Rachel George, age 9 

THIS BOOK IS HILARIOUS, READ IT. 

I liked this book.:) 



 
 

It was very funny when Kip ate a huge bowl of sprouts because he wanted to get 
really tall. 

My favorite character is Poppy Pym because she is very good at solving 
mysteries. I also like Ingrid and Kip. 

My least favorite character is Annabelle Forthington-Smythe (Fartington-
Smith) because she is really mean to Poppy and Ingrid. 

 

Hannah Morris, age 8 

A very good book. About a girl abandoned as a baby who then lives 
in a circus until one day her guardians decide she should go to a 
boarding school. Exciting and interesting!! 

A very good book. About a girl abandoned as a baby who then lives in a circus 
until one day her guardians decide she should go to a boarding school. At school 
she finds out about a curse and thinks that the school is doomed. 

It is easy to understand and keeps you interested and excited as the story goes 
on. 

I would love to read more books about Poppy Pym. 

 

Mila Humphryes, age 8 

I loved this book because there's always an adventure and you never 
know what's going to happen next. You really want to keep reading 
till you get to the end. It's a real page turner!! 

Poppy Pym and the Pharaoh's Curse is about a girl called Poppy who lives in the 
Circus and one day her circus family decide to send her to school. The story is 
about the friends she meets and the ancient Egyptian mystery they have to 
solve. 

When you are reading it you meet lots of new friends, I could imagine the 
adventure in my head as the descriptions are very good and explain the 
characters well. The descriptions of the teachers were very funny and I'm glad 
my teacher aren't like that. But I would like a friend like Kip, who is very short 
and very loud. Kip is my favourite character, but I also like Ingrid and Poppy 
too, they make a great team. 

This book is good for children who like the Otteline books, because it is about 
adventure and mystery solving. I think it is good for boys and girls because the 



 
 

boys would like the creepy bits and the Egyptian artefacts. 

 

Mia Goodman, age 9 

This book had a slow start but once I got into it, I enjoyed reading it. 
I would rate this book 5/5 and would recommend it for ages 8 plus. 

Poppy Pym grew up in the circus but one day her parents decide she has to go to 
school. At school, Poppy Pym is different to all the other children but she makes 
two friends and one enemy. When there is a Pharoah's Curse and lots of things 
happen at school, Poppy and her friends try to work out who made the things 
happen. 

I really enjoyed reading this book and most of the words were easy to 
understand. I have never read any Poppy Pym books before but I would love to 
read them now! 

 

Romilly Dally-Fitzsimons, age 8 

I enjoyed it because it made me think about the characters feelings. 

It is about a little girl and a circus family who finds her and they name her 
Poppy and her surname is Pym. There circus family are Madame Pym, sharp 
eyed Sheila, Doris, Leaky Sue, magnificent Marvin and Fanella. Poppy goes to 
school and makes new friends, Ingrid and Kip.  The book tells of her adventures 
at school and the teacher at her school and one teacher who tells them of a curse 
that poppy believes to be true.  I really enjoyed this book, I would definitely 
recommend it. 

 

Grace Phelan, age 8 

A very exciting and interesting book full of exhilarating adventures. 

Poppy Pym is a young child who grew up in a circus with her guardian 
Magnificent Marvin. Poppy attends St. Smithens School and her close friends 
are Ingrid and Kip. During a history lesson Poppy learnt about the pharaohs 
curse and how an expedition containing the cursed ruby was coming to their 
school. But the priceless ruby was stolen, leaving many unanswered questions 
and the fate of the ruby resting on Poppy's shoulders. 

Poppy was a girl who was very imaginative and loved solving mysteries and 
crimes. She was also considered weird and strange by other children.  



 
 

This book was written in the first person making it easy to follow and 
interesting.  

My favourite bit was when Poppy accused Miss Susan of stealing the ruby by 
going through her room. It was my favourite bit because it showed me a daring 
side of Poppy. 

I would recommend this book to 8-10 year olds because it contains some slightly 
rude language. But overall I really enjoyed this book and I would defiantly like 
to read another book by this author. 

 

Miranda Beinart-Smith, age 9 

This book is packed with adventure, mystery and suspense. This 
story is upside down because usually in stories, you run away from 
school to join the circus but in this story it's the other way round! 

This book features a twelve year old girl called Poppy Pym; she was brought up 
in a circus but her circus family decided that she needed a proper education so 
she was sent to boarding school. Though she was reluctant about going, she 
made lots of new friends (and a couple of enemies) and astonished everyone 
with her circus talent! But then a famous exhibit comes to the school and from 
that day on, adventures are just waiting to be had...  

This book is exceptionally exciting. It’s packed with adventure, mystery and 
suspense! My favourite part was when Magnificent Marvin (the magician of the 
circus) performed an amazing magic trick at the school because it was really 
cool and it starts off the mystery. I also really like how Poppy joined boarding 
school from the circus. Usually in stories you run away to join the circus 
instead!  

My favourite character was Fanella - she’s really funny and always talks in 
note-form; she even suggested that Poppy should be called Tomato at the 
beginning of the book! It was Very funny!  

If you want to know my least favourite part, then it was the end. I was really 
quite annoyed when I finished the book because it was so good! This book is 
suitable for all ages (except for babies and toddlers who can’t read) and it’s 
definitely a book that you should buy. So when you next enter a bookshop, keep 
Poppy Pym and the Pharaoh’s curse in mind... 


