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Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Neha Saji, age 12 

‘The Potion Diaries’ is an 
extraordinary novel! I 
would recommend this book 
to anyone who loves a great 
action thriller with what 
seems at first unrequited 
love.  

‘The Potion Diaries’ is about a 
girl (Samantha Kemi) on a hunt 
to find ingredients to save the 
princess, Evelyn. Princess Evelyn 
has been in love with herself ever 
since her own love potion 
backfired on her, in order to save 
her a Wild Hunt has been called. 
It is now up to the competitors, 
Samantha being one, to save 
Princess Evelyn. 

Since I read chapter one, I hadn’t 
been able to put the book down! 
It would be the same for any other passionate readers like me; curiosity will get 
the better of them. Not that I want to ruin the book for anyone but it starts with 
Princess Evelyn cutting her finger with a knife, using her blood to make a love 
potion, which is unexpectedly the colour blue. Just by reading the first chapter, I 
was hooked; it both intrigued and confused me. I had so many unanswered 
questions roaming in my head, e.g. why did she need to cut herself to make a 
love potion; why is the potion blue?’ and etc. Don’t worry though, by reading the 
book, all my questions were answered. 

I would recommend this to especially those who love a great action thriller with 
what seems at first ‘unrequited love’. I would personally rate this a 4, only 



 
 

because some parts seemed to drag on, but it is still a great read. 

 

Rachel Galbraith, age 10 

Once you begin, like you've been enchanted by a potion, you will not 
put this book down.  

Samantha Kemi is the main character, she is also my favourite character 
because she has a talent - she can mix potions. So when a wild hunt is called she 
is given the opportunity to participate. But she is left with a choice; leave her 
family and take the chances or still live in their crumbling hut. This is my 
favourite part because it leaves it on a cliffhanger so much so I have to read past 
lights out.  

Brilliant book. 

 

Lucy Minton, age 11 

I loved this book because it was exciting and entirely original.  

‘The Potion Diaries’ is a brilliant book about Samantha Kemi from the ancient 
Kemi line of potion makers.  She has inherited her family's talent for all things 
alchemy but that won't get you very far with electronically made potions taking 
over from the old hand made ones.  It's Kemi's sister Molly who could go far.  
She has the power of magic.  I loved this book because it was exciting and 
entirely original.  I was hooked into Sam's story from the moment I began.  
When I reached the end, I was heartbroken to realise that the next in the series 
isn't due until 2016.  I also loved this book because it had so many 
loveable characters.  I would recommend this book to anyone who loves a 
good read.  This book is amazing. 

 

Lucie Harrison  

I loved this book! It was absolutely captivating and I could barely put it down. I 
think it is a great concept and I connected with Sam right from the start. I 
would recommend this book to boys or girls who like an adventure! 

I loved ‘The Potion Diaries’! It was absolutely captivating and right from 
the start I felt as if I had known Sam forever. It is a great concept 
and very well written, and I could barely put it down. I think that it 
will be as popular with everyone else as it is with me!       



 
 

I would recommend this to both boys and girls who enjoy adventure books. 

 

Sue Wilsher 

Strong characters and lots of action made this book a pleasure to 
read. Unable to put it down, I finished it in one sitting and was 
delighted to see that a second book is coming next year.  

Relationships are at the heart of this story, particularly family bonds and this is 
one element that makes the characters seem very real. The contrast between 
Sam’s poor, but close knit family and Princess Evelyn’s privileged upbringing 
without genuine affection or attention from her parents; betrayal and 
forgiveness between friends contrasted with sibling rivalry and lack of remorse 
or understanding; the developing awareness of true love contrasted with 
pretend love created by a potion- are some of the elements that allow the reader 
to come to know the characters in the book so well. 

This is one of those books that you just have to share with others! I have already 
lent it to a friend who is enjoying it every bit as much as I did.  

 

Rebekah Marsh, age 12 

In this thrilling yet beautiful tale Samantha Kemi learns many 
lessons whilst trying to save the lives of others. 

Sam learns to always trust her instinct in this thrilling yet beautiful story of the 
hunt to cure the Princess who falls in love with herself. She bonds with friends 
she has always loved and creates new bonds with people she is learning to love, 
all while she is risking her life trying to save the lives of others. 

 

Isla Moore, age 10 

Full of unexpected decisions, dangerous tasks and shocking plot 
twists: a potion maker's dream!  

‘The Potion Diaries’ is a real page-turner, full of unexpected decisions, many 
dangerous tasks and shocking plot twists. Samantha Kemi's life is turned upside 
down when the princess drinks a love potion. This gripping read gives a 
detailed insight into the dangerous side of potion making. I admired the 
strength and courage in many of the characters but would certainly not want to 
be in the same situation. Can't wait for book 2. Every potion-maker's dream! 



 
 

 

Aimee, age 9 

Amy Alward, you are amazing! This book about Samatha Kemi is the 
best I have ever read! I like the facts that it gets more and more 
dramatic as we get to know her...  

I like the fact that it has two stories which means that it has two main character 
in it, they are Princess Evelyn and Samantha Kmei. It is set in lots of magical 
places. For people in the age group 10-18. 

 

Abby Blackwell, age 13 

This is a really good read from start to finish, with an amazing 
vision of an all-new 21st Century. All the characters are interesting 
and realistic, with creative and stimulating settings. 

The Potion Diaries tells a story of how an alchemist's life can change with just 
one potion. The princess has poisoned herself with her own love potion and all 
great potion mixers are called to participate in a "Wilde hunt" - a race to cure 
the princess in the depths of the wilds, where magic seems to behave strangely. 
Samantha Kemi is desperate to win this hunt to restore the legacy which her 
family used to own. But then she falls in love with her rival, Zain Aster, so can 
she still do this? This is a really good read from start to finish, with an amazing 
vision of an all-new 21st Century. All the characters are interesting and 
realistic, with creative and stimulating settings. I would recommend this book 
for 12 to 16 year olds, due to the sensitivity of some chapters. I would rate this 
four out of five, as sometimes the pace slowed down, but overall this was a 
really good read. 

 

Lucy Allan-Jones, age 13 

The Potion Diaries by Amy Alward is a thrilling must-read for any 
teenage girl. It combines The Hunger Games and A Little Princess to 
form an action-packed and enchanting tale. 

The Potion Diaries by Amy Alward is a thrilling must-read for any teenage girl. 
It combines The Hunger Games and A Little Princess to form an action-packed 
and enchanting tale. Samantha Kemi is an ordinary girl living in an ordinary 
family, but she has inherited a talent - alchemy. Unfortunately, alchemy is fast 
being replaced by synthetic substitutes, until one day, Princess Evelyn bewitches 



 
 

herself with her own love potion. Alchemists are summoned from throughout 
the land in a wild hunt to try and find a cure. Can Samantha win the Hunt and 
restore the Kemi Nano to glory? Read The Potion Diaries to find out. 

 

 

 


