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Eloise Mae Clarkson 

I would rate this book five out of 
five stars. I really hope there are 
sequels! 

This book is about the future and what 
happens to the earth. The story starts 
with the railway lines. The book is full 
of lies and deceit. There is so much 
technology in this book. The characters 
each have their own unique back story 
and personality. The settings are so 
creative and different to others. The 
plot is great and full of twists and 
turns. The genres are: action, 
adventure, romance, technology, sci-fi 
and a hint of history. 

 

Celeste Phelan, age 13 

A tangle of mystery, adventure and suspense as, after all the 
excitement is endless once you begin riding the rails. 

Zen Starling was an ordinary boy: a nobody who was destined to ride the 
Network to nowhere special. Riding the Network, the place of a thousand gates 
where trains criss-cross the galaxy in a second. However, beneath the Networks 
magnificence is a deep secret which the guardians, the leaders of the galaxy, 
intend to keep hidden. In a place full of injustice and poverty, Zen turns to theft 
until a mysterious figure called Raven enlists him with one small job. One job 
that might upset the balance of the galaxy and bring it to the end of the line. 
With the help of Nova, his Motorik, he completes his task as he realises that this 
could have been his biggest mistake yet. Suddenly, the fate of everything that he 
had ever known was weighted on his shoulders. But does he know the full story? 



 
 

Can Raven be stopped? Are the guardians becoming a threat? 

Zen Starling is an interesting character as he is determined but will do anything 
not to get caught by the Railforce. Nova is a Motorik, a robot, who has been 
programmed with human features and emotions. She is honest and voices her 
opinion.  

This book is written in third person and contains a large amount of futuristic 
language. This made it slightly complicated however as the book progresses the 
language becomes easier. 

I have read multiple books by Philip Reeve and Railhead definitely matched to 
my expectations. 

I would recommend this book to children 12+ as it is a complicated at times. My 
favourite thing about this book is that all the trains have unique personalities 
and are not just used for transport. I found this brilliant and I can honestly say 
that I have never read a book like it before. 

 

Megan Chambers, age 14 

I recommend this book to absolutely everyone! 

This book was so good; I loved every second of it. Near the end I didn't want to 
pick it up as didn't want the story to end. I loved how the story was set in the 
future, and is a possibility of how our society today as we know it may turn out. 
Even if sci-fi books aren't your usual reads, try this book. Rail Head is perfect in 
so many ways that it has made it into my top 5 books I have read. There are so 
many plot twists you don't know what is going to happen next, and you will 
become attached to all the characters, human, robot or guardian. Definitely a 
page turner, that you won't want to put down. 

 

Jack Graham, age 15 

Railhead is yet another great book from Philip Reeve, author of the 
mortal engines quartet. A novel featuring mystery and intrigue 
leads young thief Zen Starling on a deadly adventure. 

Railhead, by Philip Reeve, tells a tale of a young thief, Zen Starling, who 
embarks on a journey of great peril, working for the mysterious Raven.  

Philip Reeve's latest book is an amazing portrayal of a future, after Earth 
became uninhabitable and interplanetary travel became a necessity of all 
rather than a dream of pioneers. The human race build 'Motorik's to serve them, 



 
 

robots with artificial intelligence. But the humans are controlled by the 
Guardians, shrouded in secrecy and rarely seen by humans. The Guardians 
control the datasea, the location of all information known to humans. 

In the massively changed, futuristic worlds featured in Railhead, travel between 
planets is completed in minutes, through K-gates that link hundreds of planets 
in The Great Network. Zen Starling is just a petty thief who rides the rails, until 
he meets Raven and his Motorik Nova. Nova and Zen work together to steal the 
biggest treasure of Zen's life.  

I would recommend Railhead to any fans of action or adventure genres from 12 
years old to adults. 

 

Rosa Broan, age 15 

It is a fast-paced adventure story, packed with action.  I couldn’t put 
it down.  I didn’t think it could be as good as Mortal Engines but it is! 

Philip Reeve’s new book Railhead is amazing!  In it, he creates not one new 
world but a whole network of worlds that one can travel to by train.  The hero is 
Zen Starling, a petty thief.  Zen gets asked to steal something that will change 
the course of history and expand their world beyond anything people can 
imagine. 

There is loads of invention in the world. Metricks are sort of robots but with 
human qualities. Zen falls in love with a Metrick and a lot of the book is taken 
up with their love story.   

 

Melanie Chadwick 

There were a lot of twists and completely unexpected deaths.  There 
were lots of great characters and a satisfying ending. 

Trainspotters and steam enthusiasts always talk about train engines as if they 
had their own personalities; turns out they were right.   

These trains travel across space through K-Gates over a rail network that spans 
the galaxy.  The network is run by the Noon family and also by the Guardians 
who are immortal beings that live in the datasea which is the future version of 
the internet.  Teenager Zen Starling gets on the wrong side of the Noons and the 
Guardians when he steals an artefact from the Noon’s train for Raven, a 
strange and powerful man who uses Zen to complete his mysterious plans.  
With prehistoric creatures, deathly flying Rays, androids who are breaking out 



 
 

of the confines of their programming, massive explosions and high intrigue this 
is a story that anyone who likes adventure will enjoy. 

 

Louisa Cunliffe, age 18 

A stand out book in the overcrowded modern sci fi genre, Rail Head 
is an utterly brilliant and original story. 

A stand out book in the overcrowded modern sci fi genre, Rail Head is an utterly 
brilliant and original story. Gathering momentum from the very first word, 
Rail Head propels you into universe full of inter galactic trains, unseen worlds 
and a plot that threatened to derail everything. 

 

Katie Miller, age 13 

Gripping. Makes you feel as if you are the character. 

This book is amazingly gripping. The author makes you feel as if you are the 
character in the book. He describes everything so well you feel as if you are 
there. At times it was a bit difficult to read but that may have been just me. I 
would definitely recommend this as a need to read! 

 

Lily Blue Harper 

Railhead is an exciting and action packed story with interesting 
characters and unique ideas. 

I thought the beginning was excellent.  Some of my favourite lines in the book is 
‘Listen… He was running down Harmony when he heard it. Faint at first but 
growing clearer, rising above the noise of the street’. These are the very first 
sentences in the book and are probably my favourite. They left me wanting to 
read more of the book but also kept it mysterious and unclear, meaning you 
were trying to figure out what was happening, this continued for the first few 
pages. My favourite characters were Zen and Uncle Bugs. I really like all the 
descriptions of Uncle Bugs and his personality. I think all the names for the 
places and characters are amazing, they are imaginative and fun, my 
favourites are Zen Starling, Uncle Bugs, Raven and Myka. I like Philip Reeve’s 
style of writing and I thought he used interesting and exciting words such as 
‘litanies’, ‘lathi’ and ‘scrum’. I think it was great that Philip Reeve used words 
like that because it meant that I looked them up in a dictionary or online so I 
would know for next time. I would definitely recommend Railhead to anyone 



 
 

who is looking for an action packed book filled with suspense, drama and 
excitement. 

 

Katie Miller, age 13 

Gripping. Makes you feel as if you are the character. 

This book is amazingly gripping. The author makes you feel as if you are the 
character in the book. He describes everything so well you feel as if you are 
there. At times it was a bit difficult to read but that may have been just me. I 
would definitely recommend this as a need to read! 

 

Emily, age 14 

Thrilling and fast paced, this is a gripping book that will keep you 
absolutely stuck to the pages. 

Dystopias are a classic. It's been done a billion times with a billion different 
scenarios, but I've never read anything like this. My main admiration for 
Railhead is the sheer impossibility of creating a character that we love and care 
about in a world with an almost unlimited amount of people, let alone creating 
a host of characters that really matter to us. The concept of the k gates is what 
really sets this universe apart from so many others though - imagine a place 
where yoy could travel across all time and space in an afternoon. Imagine 
running from people who can travel the whole universe. Zen doesn't have to 
imagine, but we couldn't even picture it, which is what makes it so gripping. It 
ticks all the boxes - there's love, tricky families, madness and androids, but 
there's so much more too. The fact that Zen makes himself, matter in a place 
where no one can is amazing, and though provoking. I loved this book, and was 
gripped the whole way through. I finished it in a single train journey (across the 
channel, not time and space, sadly.) and I only wish that the world which Zen 
Starling steals from was real. 


