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Abraham Fisher, age 12 

‘Order of the Furnace: Rebellion’ 
is a riveting, intriguing book 
with a unique twist. A sense of 
action on every single page, I 
can't wait to read the second one. 

 

Tomasz Hawryszczuk, age 10 

This book was great, filled 
with excitement from start to 
finish. I can't wait for book 
number two. If you like 
Fantasy stories with knights 
and dragons and adventure, 
you will love this.  

Lena is a squire who has always 
dreamt of being a knight. She sets 
off with friends to search for a 
secret organisation that might be able to help her.  If you enjoy fantasy stories 
about knights, assassins, dragons, war and epic battles, then this is the book for 
you. I read it in a day as I couldn't put it down. Highly recommend this book. 

 

Robert Heathcote, age 12 

Really enjoyed this adventure story it was full of action, plenty of 
sword fighting battles but not too gory.  It was written with short 
chapters which helped me to set small reading goals as I am 
dyslexic.  

 



 
 

I can’t wait for the next book as you are left with a cliff hanger.  There are 
plenty of unexpected plot twists.  Characters are interesting and this gets you 
involved in the story. I was surprised at the mechanical horses and shields that 
the squires used as I didn't expect it to have modern machinery. I am going to 
tell all my friends to read it. 

 

Eloise Mae Clarkson, age 13 

This book is about an organisation that protects the country. It features knights 
and mechanical creatures. The Knights are ordered to be captured so they must 
escape.  This book is brilliant and contains lots of twists. The 
characters are truly unique. I would rate this book five out of five stars.  

 

Joseph Kinder, age 11 

This medieval adventure is set in a decaying kingdom.  The old king is mad, and 
taking over from him is the evil Erin.  How could you have better ingredients for 
a tale of battles and heroism?  

Lena, who is the main heroine in this book, has always wanted to become a 
knight in the Order of the Furnace.  This order used to be respected in the 
kingdom, but now that the king is mad, Erin has made it her ambition is to 
capture the knights, and she will go to any lengths to do so.  Lena is now in 
danger, and has to flee the kingdom.    

She is joined by Berry, and together they battle through the obstacles that the 
world throws at them.  It is the two girls and a handful of knights who have to 
contend with countless dangers.    To survive, they can draw only on their 
training and their skills that they have gained in their time in The Order of the 
Furnace. 

The book has an excellent combination of machinery and the 
medieval world, and keeps you gripped from cover to cover, and my 
only complaint is that it is not longer.  The plot is complex, and the repetitions 
make you link the later and earlier events; it is like putting together a jigsaw 
puzzle.  This would suit children aged 11 plus, as the vocabulary is wide, and you 
have to hold on to many plot lines in your head! 

 

Holly Wilkins, age 11 

Mysterious, intriguing and full of 'diabolical' machinery. 



 
 

The book follows Lena and her friends on their quest to help save the Order of 
the Furnace.  Will they succeed?  Can they defend their kingdom? 

Once I had worked out the different names of the machinery and people, I really 
enjoyed this book.  It was captivating, exciting and intriguing.  I cannot wait 
for the next book in the series.  I would definitely recommend this 
book. 

 

Traviss Chaytors, age 11 

This book is amazing! The Order of the Furnace is a brilliant book 
jam packed full of amazingness. I really enjoyed this first book as it has 
action in it right from the very beginning. Lena is a cool fighter who is put in 
charge of leading a group of her friends to save The Order of the Furnace which 
is under attack by a nasty Grand Minister called Erin, who is working on behalf 
of an awful King. They all face some horrible situations but they make it and 
Lena is made a Knight. However, with Erin still alive the book ends with us 
wondering just how safe Lena and her friends will be. The mechanical animals, 
a horse, a dragon and even a cat, are my favourites and there is a huge surprise 
at the end involving the once sleeping dragon! 

The only bad part about this book is having to wait for part two! It is a gripping 
story and really hard to put down with short easy to read chapters and will suit 
anyone looking for dragons, knights and fantasy. I cannot wait for part 
two… please hurry up Alex Keller! 

 

Alice East, age 10 

Order of the furnace is an interesting tale about knights.  Lana is 
training to be a knight for the order of the furnace.  A rebellion is 
rising and Lana is doing all she can to stay alive. 

Lana and her friend Berry set off on a dangerous mission to save her friends 
from the king's cruel knights.  Traveling around the kingdom, Lana and Berry 
do everything they can to make sure that their friends survive.  Will the order of 
the furnace ever stand again? 

This is an interesting and exciting book that shows you a bit about how knights 
lived.  This nail biting adventure was jam-packed with excitement and action. 

I would recommend this book to children age 8-11, who like action and 
adventure books.  I would rate this 10/10. 



 
 

Eleanor Cookdale, age 10 

This is a fast paced book! It is story full of unexpected twists and 
turns, with exciting characters and fantastic machines. Super book 
and I loved it! 

This has loads of cliff hangers and I didn't want to stop reading. Starting with 
near death by an arrow, events grew rapidly more dangerous and incredible. I 
think that the Order shields are amazing, with lots of gadgets built inside. I like 
Lena because she is sensible and can keep her head in dangerous situations 
(sometimes literally). I also like her because she is very loyal to her friends and 
a good fighter. King Claudio is truly revolting. Dead flies on the sheets around 
his bed! I definitely didn't feel sad when he died. I think that Alice, Nestor's 
mechanical cat, was very sweet when she curled up on the roof of Nestor's 
house. I thought that page nine was very funny, when Berry and Lena beat up 
Erik.  One to be recommended! 

 

Sam Harper, age 11 

A really different, action-packed and enthralling read full of weird 
mechanical creations. Amazing! 

The Order of the Furnace – Rebellion is the story of Lena, a squire in medieval 
times. Her world is suddenly destroyed when the King commands the Order of 
the Furnace to return their weapons to him. He wants ultimate control over 
everything and he thinks that the Order are becoming too powerful. But the 
Order refuses and royal soldiers storm their stronghold. Lena and her friends 
just manage to escape but the rest of the Order are captured. Sir Poland tells 
Lena where she must go and so her quest begins. With the help of Nestor, a 
retired knight, she must find Fallengarden which appears to be a derelict castle 
at first but turns out to be far more than it seems. They have to fight Alice, a 
giant mechanical cat, rescue one of their friends from slavers and rouse a giant, 
mechanical dragon from its slumber. 

The Order of the Furnace – Rebellion is an action-packed and enthralling read 
which I absolutely loved. I like the author’s over-use of weird machinery and 
Alice is a brilliant creation. I’ve never read anything like this before, it’s 
amazing. 

 

 

 



 
 

Alex Hall, age 9 

This book really got me drawn into it because it was full of mystery 
and adventure! I liked the detail of the story and the characters, I 
could really imagine what the characters were like. 

This book really got me drawn into it because it was full of mystery and 
adventure! It was about two squires called Lena and Berry, and Sir Poland 
(Lena's master), they were fighting against the evil King who was trying to take 
over their kingdom. I liked the detail of the story and the characters, I could 
really imagine what the characters were like. I hope to find more books to read 
by this author. 

 

Isaac Phelan, age 11 

The Medieval world and the art of mechanics come together to form 
this superb book. Fans of war and fantasy will adore this brilliant 
read. 

The Order of the Furnace is one of the most powerful orders in the land. Lena, a 
young pioneer of The Order, finally fulfils her dream and joins The Order as a 
squire to Sir Poland, one of the many knights that The Order possesses. 
Suddenly, the evil king starts to go against the order. So much so, that they 
attack the Orders camp. Rebelling against the king, Lena and other squires 
escape and embark on an impossible task to save The Order. 

I really liked Lena's determination as she doesn't give up even in bad times. She 
also is willing to give her life for her friends, which is a truly heroic act. 

The story combines modern world with a medieval one which I thought was a 
brilliant idea as it became very exciting when you read about fantasy 
mechanical machines that The Order uses. 

I love this book because it was continually exciting, but it also felt very moving 
especially when one of Lena’s friends dies. This surprised me as I have never 
read a fantasy book that was also a very real and moving read, so it was a 
great new experience for me. 

I would put this boom towards readers 10+. Any lovers of Charlie Small or Ruth 
Eastham will love this book. 

 

  

 


